For immediate release

Statement by Alice Wairimu Nderitu, Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide,
condemning the escalation in fighting in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

(New York, 30 November 2022) Following her official visit to the Democratic republic of
Congo from 10-13 November 2022, United Nations Special Adviser on the Prevention of
Genocide, Alice Wairimu Nderitu is deeply alarmed about the escalation of violence in the Great
Lakes Region where a genocide - the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda — happened.
“The current violence is a warning sign of societal fragility and proof of the enduring presence of
the conditions that allowed large-scale hatred and violence to erupt into a genocide in the past”
she said.  Her visit followed a technical-level mission by her Office that established that
indicators and triggers contained in the UN Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes were
present in DRC including; dissemination of hate speech and absence of independent mechanisms
to address it; politicization of identity; proliferat
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The Special Adviser stated that the situation in both the East and West was particularly alarming
while the DRC was preparing for national elections in 2023.

During the visit to DRC, the Special Adviser emphasized her continuous support towards
strengthening existing prevention mechanisms, such as operationalising the DRC’s National
Committee for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, War Crimes and
Crimes against Humanity and all Forms of Discrimination. The National Committee was
established under the auspices of the International Conference for the Great Lakes Region
(ICGLR) in accordance with the ICGLR Pact on Security, Stability and Development. Under
the Protocol, ICGLR Member States are required to domesticate and enforce its provisions by
putting in place laws that will prevent and punish genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity; measures that will eliminate discrimination; teach and encourage tolerance among
national, racial, and ethnic groups; combat impunity and extradite criminals, the Special
Adviser recalled.

The Special Adviser reiterated that while the primary responsibility to prevent atrocity crimes
rests with the DRC as a State, all parties to the violent conflict must work urgently towards
finding a political solution that will bring comprehensive and sustainable peace to the DRC by
addressing the root causes of divisions and violence, and the legitimate concerns of all actors.
The Special Adviser also echoed calls by the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on 30
October 2022 for an immediate de-escalation of hostilities to ensure protection of civilians and
respect for international humanitarian law. Moreover, she commended the ongoing efforts by
the African Union and East African Communities towards restoring a climate of trust and
creating conditions for dialogue and political consultations to address the security crisis.

The Special Adviser urged the United Nations to continue supporting inter-communal
reconciliation initiatives led by the DRC Government, civil society actors religious and
community leaders. The Special Adviser also emphasized that her Office remained available to
support national religious dialogue processes in DRC aimed at fostering atrocity prevention, in
line with the Plan of Action for Religious Leaders and Actors to Prevent Incitement to Violence
that could lead to Atrocity Crimes (Fez Plan of Action). The Special Adviser also commended
the Government of the DRC for implementing a transitional justice programme which would no
doubt respond to accountability and justice.
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