
Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice 
 

Adopted and proclaimed by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twentieth session, on 27 November 1978 

 
Preamble  
 
The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
meeting at Paris at its twentieth session, from 24 October to 28 November 1978,  
 
Whereas it is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution of UNESCO, adopted on 16 November 1945, 
that "the great and terrible war which has now ended was a war made possible by the denial of the 
democratic principles of the dignity, equality and mutual respect of men, and by the propagation, in 
their place, through ignorance and prejudice, of the doctrine of the inequality of men and races", and 
whereas, according to Article 1 of the said Constitution, the purpose of UNESCO "is to contribute to 
peace and security by promoting collaboration among the nations through education, science and 
culture in order to further universal respect for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms which are affirmed for the peoples of the world, without distinction of race, sex, 
language or religion, by the Charter of the United Nations",  
 
Recognizing that, more than three decades after the 
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Article 3  
 
Any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour, ethnic or national origin or 
religious intolerance motivated by racist considerations, which destroys or compromises the sovereign 
equality of States and the right of peoples to self-determination, or which limits in an arbitrary or 
discriminatory manner the right of every human being and group to full development is incompatible 
with the requirements of an international order which is just and guarantees respect for human rights; 
the right to full development implies equal access to the means of personal and collective 
advancement and fulfilment in a climate of respect for the values of civilizations and cultures, both 
national and world-wide.  
 
Article 4  
 
1. Any restriction on the complete self-fulfilment of human beings and free communication between 
them which is based on racial or ethnic considerations is contrary to the principle of equality in dignity 
and rights; it cannot be admitted.  
 
2. One of the most serious violations of this principle is represented by apartheid , which, like 
genocide, is a crime against humanity, and gravely disturbs international peace and security.  
 
3. Other policies and practices of racial segregation and discrimination constitute crimes against the 
conscience and dignity of mankind and may lead to political tensions and gravely endanger 
international peace and security.  
 
Article 5  
 
1. Culture, as a product of all human beings and a common heritage of mankind, and education in its 
broadest sense, offer men and women increasingly effective means of adaptation, enabling them not 
only to affirm that they are born equal in dignity and rights, but also to recognize that they should 
respect the right of all groups to their own cultural identity and the development of their distinctive 
cultural life within the national and international contexts, it being understood that it rests with each 
group to decide in complete freedom on the maintenance, and, if appropriate, the adaptation or 
enrichment of the values which it regards as essential to its identity.  
 
2. States, in accordance with their constitutional principles and procedures, as well as all other 
competent authorities and the entire teaching profession, have a responsibility to see that the 
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2. So far as its competence extends and in accordance with its constitutional principles and 
procedures, the State should take all appropriate steps, inter alia by legislation, particularly in the 
spheres of education, culture and communication, to prevent, prohibit and eradicate racism, racist 
propaganda, racial segregation and apartheid and to encourage the dissemination of knowledge and 
the findings of appropriate research in natural and social sciences on the causes and prevention of 
racial prejudice and racist attitudes, with due regard to the principles embodied in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
 
3. Since laws proscribing racial discrimination are not in themselves sufficient, it is also incumbent on 
States to supplement them by administrative machinery for the systematic investigation of instances 
of racial discrimination, by a comprehensive framework of legal remedies against acts of racial 
discrimination, by broadly based education and research programmes designed to combat racial 
prejudice and racial discrimination and by programmes of positive political, social, educational and 
cultural measures calculated to promote genuine mutual respect among groups. Where circumstances 
warrant, special programmes should be undertaken to promote the advancement of disadvantaged 
groups and, in the case of nationals, to ensure their effective participation in the decision-making 
processes of the community.  
 
Article 7  
 
In addition to political, economic and social measures, law is one of the principal means of ensuring 
equality in dignity and rights among individuals,
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disadvantaged, so as to afford them, on a comp


