Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 47/135 of 18 December 1992

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming that one of the basic aims of the United Nations, as proclaimed in the
Charter, is to promote and encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental
freedoms for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human



Recognizing the need to ensure even more effective implementation of international
human rights instruments with regard to the rights of persons belonging to national or
ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Proclaims this Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities:

Article 1
1. States shall protect the existence and the national or ethnic, cultural, religious and

linguistic identity of minorities within their respective territories and shall encourage
conditions for the promotion of that identity.



1. States shall take measures where required to ensure that persons belonging to
minorities may exercise fully and effectively all their human rights and fundamental
freedoms without any discrimination and in full equality before the law.

2. States shall take measures to create favourable conditions to enable persons
belonging to minorities to express their characteristics and to develop their culture,
language, religion, traditions and customs, except where specific practices are in
violation of nat



3. Measures taken by States to ensure the effective enjoyment of the rights set forth in
the present Declaration shall not prima facie be considered contrary to the principle of
equality contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

4. Nothing in the present Declaration may be construed as permitting any activity
contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations, including sovereign
equality, territorial integrity and political independence of States.

Article 9
The specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system shall

contribute to the full realization of the rights and principles set forth in the present
Declaration, within their respective fields of competence.
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