
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women 
 

Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993 
 
The General Assembly ,  
 
Recognizing the urgent need for the universal application to women of the rights and principles with 
regard to equality, security, liberty, integrity and dignity of all human beings,  
 
Noting that those rights and principles are enshrined in international instruments, including the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,  
 
Recognizing that effective implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women would contribute to the elimination of violence against women and that 
the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, set forth in the present resolution, will 
strengthen and complement that process,  
 
Concerned that violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of equality, development 
and peace, as recognized in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, in 
which a set of measures to combat violence against women was recommended, and to the full 
implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,  
 
Affirming that violence against women constitutes a violation of the rights and fundamental freedoms 
of women and impairs or nullifies their enjoyment of those rights and freedoms, and concerned about 
the long-standing failure to protect and promote th
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violence against women in all its forms, a commitment by States in respect of their responsibilities, 
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( n ) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines to assist in the implementation of the 
principles set forth in the present Declaration;  
 
( o ) Recognize the important role of the women's movement and non-governmental organizations 
world wide in raising awareness and alleviating the problem of violence against women;  
 
( p ) Facilitate and enhance the work of the women's movement and non-governmental organizations 
and cooperate with them at local, national and regional levels;  
 
( q ) Encourage intergovernmental regional organizations of which they are members to include the 
elimination of violence against women in their programmes, as appropriate.  
 
Article 5  
 
The organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system should, within their respective fields 
of competence, contribute to the recognition and realization of the rights and the principles set forth in 
the present Declaration and, to this end, should, inter alia :  
 
( a ) Foster international and regional cooperation with a view to defining regional strategies for 
combating violence, exchanging experiences and financing programmes relating to the elimination of 
violence against women;  
 
( b ) Promote meetings and seminars with the aim of creating and raising awareness among all 
persons of the issue of the elimination of violence against women;  
 
( c ) Foster coordination and exchange within the United Nations system between human rights treaty 


