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(2) As a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951 and owing to well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political 
opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 
avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the 
country of his former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is 
unwilling to return to it.  
 
In the case of a person who has more than one nationality, the term "the country of his nationality" 
shall mean each of the countries of which he is a national, and a person shall not be deemed to be 
lacking the protection of the country of his nationality if, without any valid reason based on well-
founded fear, he has not availed himself of the protection of one of the countries of which he is a 
national.  
 
B. (1) For the purposes of this Convention, the words "events occurring before 1 January 1951" in 

 



 3

E. This Convention shall not apply to a person who is recognized by the competent authorities of the 
country in which he has taken residence as having the rights and obligations which are attached to the 
possession of the nationality of that country.  
 
F. The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to any person with respect to whom there are 
serious reasons for considering that:  
 
( a ) He has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against humanity, as defined in 
the international instruments drawn up to make provision in respect of such crimes;  
 
( b ) He has committed a serious non-political crime outside the country of refuge prior to his 
admission to that country as a refugee;  
 
( c ) He has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.  
 
Article 2. - General obligations  
 
Every refugee has duties to the country in which he finds himself, which require in particular that he 
conform to its laws and regulations as well as to measures taken for the maintenance of public order.  
 
Article 3. - Non-discrimination  
 
The Contracting States shall apply the provisions of this Convention to refugees without discrimination 
as to race, religion or country of origin.  
 
Article 4. - Religion  
 
The Contracting States shall accord to refugees within their territories treatment at least as favourable 
as that accorded to their nationals with respect to freedom to practise their religion and freedom as 
regards the religious education of their children.  
 
Article 5. - Rights granted apart from this Convention  
 
Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to impair any rights and benefits granted by a Contracting 
State to refugees apart from this Convention.  
 
Article 6. - The term "in the same circumstances"  
 
For the purposes of this Convention, the term "in the same circumstances" implies that any 
requirements (including requirements as to length and conditions of sojourn or residence) which the 
particular individual would have to fulfil for the enjoyment of the right in question, if he were not a 
refugee, must be fulfilled by him, with the exception of requirements which by their nature a refugee is 
incapable of fulfilling.  
 
Article 7. - Exemption from reciprocity  
 
1. Except where this Convention contains more favourable provisions, a Contracting State shall accord 
to refugees the same treatment as is accorded to aliens generally.  
 
2. After a period of three years' residence, all refugees shall enjoy exemption from legislative 
reciprocity in the territory of the Contracting States.  
 
3. Each Contracting State shall continue to accord to refugees the rights and benefits to which they 
were already entitled, in the absence of reciprocity, at the date of entry into force of this Convention 
for that State.  
 
4. The Contracting States shall consider favourably the possibility of according to refugees, in the 
absence of reciprocity, rights and benefits beyond those to which they are entitled according to 
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paragraphs 2 and 3, and to extending exemption from reciprocity to refugees who do not fulfil the 
conditions provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3.  
 
5. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 apply both to the rights and benefits referred to in articles 13, 
18, 19, 21 and 22 of this Convention and to rights and benefits for which this Convention does not 
provide.  
 
Article 8. - Exemption from exceptional measures  
 
With regard to exceptional measures which may be taken against the person, property or interests of 
nationals of a foreign State, the Contracting States shall not apply such measures to a refugee who is 
formally a national of the said State solely on account of such nationality. Contracting States which, 
under their legislation, are prevented from applying the general principle expressed in this article, 
shall, in appropriate cases, grant exemptions in favour of such refugees.  
 
Article 9. - Provisional measures  
 
Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a Contracting State, in time of war or other grave and 
exceptional circumstances, from taking provisionally measures which it considers to be essential to the 
national security in the case of a particular person, pending a determination by the Contracting State 
that that person is in fact a refugee and that the continuance of such measures is necessary in his case 
in the interests of national security.  
 
Article 10. - Continuity of residence  
 
1. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced during the Second World War and removed to the 
territory of a Contracting State, and is resident th
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The Contracting States shall accord to a refugee treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, 
not less favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, as regards the 
acquisition of movable and immovable property and other rights pertaining thereto, and to leases and 
other contracts relating to movable and immovable property.  
 
Article 14. - Artistic rights and industrial property  
 
In respect of the protection of industrial property, such as inventions, designs or models, trade marks, 
trade names, and of rights in literary, artistic and scientific works, a refugee shall be accorded in the 
country in which he has his habitual residence the same protection as is accorded to nationals of that 
country. In the territory of any other Contracting States, he shall be accorded the same protection as 
is accorded in that territory to nationals of the country in which he has his habitual residence.  
 
Article 15. - Right of association  
 
As regards non-political and non-profit-making associations and trade unions the Contracting States 
shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory the most favourable treatment accorded to 
nationals of a foreign country, in the same circumstances.  
 
Article 16. - Access to courts  
 
1. A refugee shall have free access to the courts of law on the territory of all Contracting States.  
 
2. A refugee shall enjoy in the Contracting State in which he has his habitual residence the same 
treatment as a national in matters pertaining to access to the courts, including legal assistance and 
exemption from cautio judicatum solvi .  
 
3. A refugee shall be accorded in the matters referred to in paragraph 2 in countries other than that in 
which he has his habitual residence the treatment granted to a national of the country of his habitual 
residence.  
 

Chapter III 
 
 

GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT 
 

 
Article 17. - Wage-earning employment  
 
1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying in their territory the most 
favourable treatment accorded to nationals of a foreign country in the same circumstances, as regards 
the right to engage in wage-earning employment.  
 
2. In any case, restrictive measures imposed on aliens or the employment of aliens for the protection 
of the national labour market shall not be applied to a refugee who was already exempt from them at 
the date of entry into force of this Convention for the Contracting State concerned, or who fulfils one of 
the following conditions:  
 
( a ) He has completed three years' residence in the country;  
 
( b ) He has a spouse possessing the nationality of the country of residence. A refugee may not invoke 
the benefit of this provision if he has abandoned his spouse;  
 
( c ) He has one or more children possessing the nationality of the country of residence.  
 
3. The Contracting States shall give sympathetic consideration to assimilating the rights of all refugees 
with regard to wage-earning employment to those of nationals, and in particular of those refugees who 
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have entered their territory pursuant to programmes of labour recruitment or under immigration 
schemes.  
 
Article 18. - Self-employment  
 
The Contracting States shall accord to a refugee lawfully in their territory treatment as favourable as 
possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same 
circumstances, as regards the right to engage on his own account in agriculture, industry, handicrafts 
and commerce and to establish commercial and industrial companies.  
 
Article 19. - Liberal professions  
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Article 26. - Freedom of movement  
 
Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees lawfully in its territory the right to choose their place of 
residence and to move freely within its territory subject to any regulations applicable to aliens 
generally in the same circumstances.  
 
Article 27. - Identity papers  
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1. The Contracting States shall not expel a refugee lawfully in their territory save on grounds of 
national security or public order.  
 
2. The expulsion of such a refugee shall be only in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with 
due process of law. Except where compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, the 
refugee shall be allowed to submit evidence to clear himself, and to appeal to and be represented for 
the purpose before competent authority or a person or persons specially designated by the competent 
authority.  
 
3. The Contracting States shall allow such a refugee a reasonable period within which to seek legal 
admission into another country. The Contracting States reserve the right to apply during that period 
such internal measures as they may deem necessary.  
 
Article 33. - Prohibition of expulsion or return ("refoulement")  
 
1. No Contracting State shall expel or return (" refouler ") a refugee in any manner whatsoever to the 
frontiers of territories where his life or freedom would be threatened on account of his race, religion, 
nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion.  
 
2. The benefit of the present provision may not, however, be claimed by a refugee whom there are 
reasonable grounds for regarding as a danger to the security of the country in which he is, or who, 
having been convicted by a final judgement of a particularly serious crime, constitutes a danger to the 
community of that country.  
 
Article 34. - Naturalization  
 
The Contracting States shall as far as possible facilitate the assimilation and naturalization of refugees. 
They shall in particular make every effort to expedite naturalization proceedings and to reduce as far 
as possible the charges and costs of such proceedings.  
 

Chapter VI 
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( a ) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within the legislative jurisdiction of the 
federal legislative authority, the obligations of the Federal Government shall to this extent be the same 
as those of parties which are not Federal States;  
 
( b ) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within the legislative jurisdiction of 
constituent States, provinces or cantons which are not, under the constitutional system of the 
Federation, bound to take legislative action, the Federal Government shall bring such articles with a 
favourable recommendation to the notice of the appropriate authorities of States, provinces or cantons 
at the earliest possible moment;  
 
( c ) A Federal State Party to this Convention shall, at the request of any other Contracting State 
transmitted through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, supply a statement of the law and 
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( a ) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with section B of article 1;  
 
( b ) Of signatures, ratifications and accessions in accordance with article 39;  
 
( c ) Of declarations and notifications in accordance with article 40;  
 
( d ) Of reservations and withdrawals in accordance with article 42;  
 
( e ) Of the date on which this Convention will come into force in accordance with article 43;  
 
( f ) Of denunciations and notifications in accordance with article 44;  
 
( g ) Of requests for revision in accordance with article 45.  
 
In faith whereof the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Convention on behalf of their 


