
Convention on Cluster Munitions, 30 May 2008

The States Parties to this Convention,

Deeply concerned that civilian populations and individual civilians continue to bear the brunt of
armed conflict,

Determined to put an end for all time to the suffering and casualties caused by cluster munitions at
the time of their use, when they fail to function as intended or when they are abandoned,

Concerned that cluster munition remnants kill or maim civilians, including women and children,
obstruct economic and social development, including through the loss of livelihood, impede
post-conflict rehabilitation and reconstruction, delay or prevent the return of refugees and internally
displaced persons, can negatively impact on national and international peace-building and
humanitarian assistance efforts, and have other severe consequences that can persist for many
years after use,

Deeply concerned also at the dangers presented by the large national stockpiles of cluster
munitions retained for operational use and determined to ensure their rapid destruction,

Believing it necessary to contribute effectively in an efficient, coordinated manner to resolving the
challenge of removing cluster munition remnants located throughout the world, and to ensure their
destruction,

Determined also to ensure the full realisation of the rights of all cluster munition victims and
recognising their inherent dignity,

Resolved to do their utmost in providing assistance to cluster munition victims, including medical
care, rehabilitation and psychological support, as well as providing for their social and economic
inclusion,

Recognising the need to provide age- and gender-sensitive assistance to cluster munition victims
and to address the special needs of vulnerable groups,

Bearing in mind the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which, inter alia , requires
that States Parties to that Convention undertake to ensure and promote the full realisation of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons with disabilities without discrimination of
any kind on the basis of disability,

Mindful of the need to coordinate adequately efforts undertaken in various fora to address the
rights and needs of victims of various types of weapons, and resolved to avoid discrimination
among victims of various types of weapons,

Reaffirming that in cases not covered by this Convention or by other international agreements,
civilians and combatants remain under the protection and authority of the principles of
international law, derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the
dictates of public conscience,

Resolved also that armed groups distinct from the armed forces of a State shall not, under any
circumstances, be permitted to engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party to this
Convention,

Welcoming the very broad international support for the international norm prohibiting
anti-personnel mines, enshrined in the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,

Welcoming also the adoption of the Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War, annexed to the
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which
May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, and its entry into



force on 12 November 2006, and wishing to enhance the protection of civilians from the effects of
cluster munition remnants in post-conflict environments,

Bearing in mind also United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and
security and United Nations Security Council Resolution 1612 on children in armed conflict,

Welcoming further the steps taken nationally, regionally and globally in recent years aimed at
prohibiting, restricting or suspending the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of cluster
munitions,

Stressing the role of public conscience in furthering the principles of humanity as evidenced by the
global call for an end to civilian suffering caused by cluster munitions and recognising the efforts to
that end undertaken by the United Nations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the
Cluster Munition Coalition and numerous other non-governmental organisations around the world,

Reaffirming the Declaration of the Oslo Conference on Cluster Munitions, by which, inter alia ,
States recognised the grave consequences caused by the use of cluster munitions and committed
themselves to conclude by 2008 a legally binding instrument that would prohibit the use,
production, transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians,



realisation of their rights caused by the use of cluster munitions. They include those persons
directly impacted by cluster munitions as well as their affected families and communities;

2. “Cluster munition” means a conventional munition that is designed to disperse or release
explosive submunitions each weighing less than 20 kilograms, and includes those explosive
submunitions.  It does not mean the following:
(a) A munition or submunition designed to dispense flares, smoke, pyrotechnics or chaff; or a
munition designed exclusively for an air defence role;
(b) A munition or submunition designed to produce electrical or electronic effects;
(c) A munition that, in order to avoid indiscriminate area effects and the risks posed by
unexploded submunitions, has all of the following characteristics:
(i) Each munition contains fewer than ten explosive submunitions;
(ii) Each explosive submunition weighs more than four kilograms;
(iii) Each explosive submunition is designed to detect and engage a single target object;
(iv) Each explosive submunition is equipped with an electronic self-destruction mechanism;
(v) Each explosive submunition is equipped with an electronic self-deactivating feature;

3. “Explosive submunition” means a conventional munition that in order to perform its task is
dispersed or released by a cluster munition and is designed to function by detonating an explosive
charge prior to, on or after impact;

4.“Failed cluster munition” means a cluster munition that has been fired, dropped, launched,
projected or otherwise delivered and which should have dispersed or released its explosive
submunitions but failed to do so;

5. “Unexploded submunition” means an explosive submunition that has been dispersed or
released by, or otherwise separated from, a cluster munition and has failed to explode as



14. “Dispenser” means a container that is designed to disperse or release explosive bomblets
and which is affixed to an aircraft at the time of dispersal or release;

15. “Unexploded bomblet” means an explosive bomblet that has been dispersed, released or
otherwise separated from a dispenser and has failed to explode as intended.

Article 3
Storage and stockpile destruction

1.  Each State Party shall, in accordance with national regulations, separate all cluster munitions
under its jurisdiction and control from munitions retained for operational use and mark them for the
purpose of destruction.

2.  Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all cluster munitions
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article as soon as possible but not later than eight years after the
entry into force of this Convention for that State Party. Each State Party undertakes to ensure that
destruction methods comply with applicable international standards for protecting public health
and the environment.

3.  If a State Party believes that it will be unable to destroy or ensure the destruction of all cluster
munitions referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within eight years of entry into force of this
Convention for that State Party it may submit a request to a Meeting of States Parties or a Review
Conference for an extension of the deadline for completing the destruction of such cluster
munitions by a period of up to four years. A State Party may, in exceptional circumstances,
request additional extensions of up to four years. The requested extensions shall not exceed the
number of years strictly necessary for that State Party to complete its obligations under paragraph
2 of this Article.

4.  Each request for an extension shall set out:
(a)  The duration of the proposed extension;
(b) A detailed explanation of the proposed extension, including the financial and

technical means available to or required by the State Party for the destruction of
all cluster munitions referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and, where
applicable, the exceptional circumstances justifying it;

(c)  A plan for how and when stockpile destruction will be completed;
(d) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions held at the

entry into force of this Convention for that State Party and any additional cluster
munitions or explosive submunitions discovered after such entry into force;

(e) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions destroyed
during the period referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article; and

(f) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions remaining
to be destroyed during the proposed extension and the annual destruction rate
expected to be achieved.

5.  The Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into consideration the
factors referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, assess the request and decide by a majority of
votes of States Parties present and voting whether to grant the request for an extension. The
States Parties may decide to grant a shorter extension than that requested and may propose
benchmarks for the extension, as appropriate.  A request for an extension shall be submitted a
minimum of nine months prior to the Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference at which
it is to be considered.  

6.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention, the retention or acquisition of a
limited number of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions for the development of and
training in cluster munition and explosive submunition detection, clearance or destruction
techniques, or for the development of cluster munition counter-measures, is permitted. The
amount of explosive submunitions retained or acquired shall not exceed the minimum number
absolutely necessary for these purposes.

7.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention, the transfer of cluster munitions
to another State Party for the purpose of destruction, as well as for the purposes described in



paragraph 6 of this Article, is permitted.

8.  States Parties retaining, acquiring or transferring cluster munitions or explosive submunitions
for the purposes described in paragraphs 6 and 7 of this Article shall submit a detailed report on
the planned and actual use of these cluster munitions and explosive submunitions and their type,
quantity and lot numbers. If cluster munitions or explosive submunitions are transferred to another
State Party for these purposes, the report shall include reference to the receiving party. Such a
report shall be prepared for each year during which a State Party retained, acquired or transferred
cluster munitions or explosive submunitions and shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations no later than 30 April of the following year.

Article 4
Clearance and destruction of cluster munition remnants and risk reduction education

1.  Each State Party undertakes to clear and destroy, or ensure the clearance and destruction of,
cluster munition remnants located in cluster munition contaminated areas under its jurisdiction or
control, as follows:

(a) Where cluster munition remnants are located in areas under its jurisdiction or
control at the date of entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, such
clearance and destruction shall be completed as soon as possible but not later
than ten years from that date;

(b) Where, after entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, cluster
munitions have become cluster munition remnants located in areas under its
jurisdiction or control, such clearance and destruction must be completed as soon
as possible but not later than ten years after the end of the active hostilities during
which such cluster munitions became cluster munition remnants; and

(c) Upon fulfilling either of its obligations set out in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
paragraph, that State Party shall make a declaration of compliance to the next
Meeting of States Parties.

2.  In fulfilling its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Article, each State Party shall take the
following measures as soon as possible, taking into consideration the provisions of Article 6 of this
Convention regarding international cooperation and assistance:

(a) Survey, assess and record the threat posed by cluster munition remnants, making
every effort to identify all cluster munition contaminated areas under its jurisdiction
or control;

(b) Assess and prioritise needs in terms of marking, protection of civilians,  clearance
and destruction, and take steps to mobilise resources and develop a national plan
to carry out these activities, building, where appropriate, upon existing structures,
experiences and methodologies;

(c) Take all feasible steps to ensure that all cluster munition contaminated areas
under its jurisdiction or control are perimeter-marked, monitored and protected by
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State Party at the time of entry into force of this Convention for the latter.
(a) In such cases, upon entry into force of this Convention for both States Parties, the

former State Party is strongly encouraged to provide, inter alia , technical,
financial, material or human resources assistance to the latter State Party, either
bilaterally or through a mutually agreed third party, including through the United
Nations system or other relevant organisations, to facilitate the marking,
clearance and destruction of such cluster munition remnants.  

(b) Such assistance shall include, where available, information on types and
quantities of the cluster munitions used, precise locations of cluster munition
strikes and areas in which cluster munition remnants are known to be located.

5.  If a State Party believes that it will be unable to clear and destroy or ensure the clearance and
destruction of all cluster munition remnants referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within ten
years of the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, it may submit a request to a
Meeting of States Parties or a Review Conference for an extension of the deadline for completing
the clearance and destruction of such cluster munition remnants by a period of up to five years.
The requested extension shall not exceed the number of years strictly necessary for that State
Party to complete its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Article.

6.  A request for an extension shall be submitted to a Meeting of States Parties or a Review
Conference prior to the expiry of the time period referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article for that
State Party. Each request shall be submitted a minimum of nine months prior to the Meeting of
States Parties or Review Conference at which it is to be considered. Each request shall set out:

(a) The duration of the proposed extension;
(b) A detailed explanation of the reasons for the proposed extension, including the

financial and technical means available to and required by the State Party for the
clearance and destruction of all cluster munition remnants during the proposed
extension;

(c) The preparation of future work and the status of work already conducted under
national clearance and demining programmes during the initial ten year period
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and any subsequent extensions;

(d) The total area containing cluster munition remnants at the time of entry into force
of this Convention for that State Party and any additional areas containing cluster
munition remnants discovered after such entry into force;

(e) The total area containing cluster munition remnants cleared since entry into force
of this Convention;

(f) The total area containing cluster munition remnants remaining to be cleared
during the proposed extension;

(g) The circumstances that have impeded the ability of the State Party to destroy all
cluster munition remnants located in areas under its jurisdiction or control during
the initial ten year period referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, and those that
may impede this ability during the proposed extension;

(h) The humanitarian, social, economic and environmental implications of the
proposed extension; and

(i) Any other information relevant to the request for the proposed extension.

7.  The Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into consideration the
factors referred to in paragraph 6 of this Article, including, inter alia, the quantities of cluster
munition remnants reported, assess the request and decide by a majority of votes of States
Parties present and voting whether to grant the request for an extension. The States Parties may
decide to grant a shorter extension than that requested and may propose benchmarks for the
extension, as appropriate.

8.  Such an extension may be renewed by a period of up to five years upon the submission of a
new request, in accordance with paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of this Article.  In requesting a further
extension a State Party shall submit relevant additional information on what has been undertaken
during the previous extension granted pursuant to this Article.

Article 5
Victim assistance



1. Each State Party with respect to cluster munition victims in areas under its jurisdiction or control
shall, in accordance with applicable international humanitarian and human rights law, adequately
provide age- and gender-sensitive assistance, including medical care, rehabilitation and
psychological support, as well as provide for their social and economic inclusion. Each State Party
shall make every effort to collect reliable relevant data with respect to cluster munition victims.

2. In fulfilling its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Article each State Party shall:
(a) Assess the needs of cluster munition victims;
(b) Develop, implement and enforce any necessary national laws and policies;
(c) Develop a national plan and budget, including timeframes to carry out these

activities, with a view to incorporating them within the existing national disability,
development and human rights frameworks and mechanisms, while respecting
the specific role and contribution of relevant actors;

(d) Take steps to mobilise national and international resources;
(e) Not discriminate against or among cluster munition victims, or between cluster

munition victims and those who have suffered injuries or disabilities from other
causes; differences in treatment should be based only on medical,
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7. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the implementation of the
obligations referred to in Article 5 of this Convention to adequately provide age- and
gender-sensitive assistance, including medical care, rehabilitation and psychological support, as
well as provide for social and economic inclusion of cluster munition victims. Such assistance may
be provided, inter alia , through the United Nations system, international, regional or national
organisations or institutions, the International Committee of the Red Cross, national Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies and their International Federation, non-governmental organisations or
on a bilateral basis.

8. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance to contribute to the economic
and social recovery needed as a result of cluster munition use in affected States Parties.

9. Each State Party in a position to do so may contribute to relevant trust funds in order to facilitate
the provision of assistance under this Article.

10. Each State Party that seeks and receives assistance shall take all appropriate measures in
order to facilitate the timely and effective implementation of this Convention, including facilitation
of the entry and exit of personnel, materiel and equipment, in a manner consistent with national
laws and regulations, taking into consideration international best practices.

11. Each State Party may, with the purpose of developing a national action plan, request the
United Nations system, regional organisations, other States Parties or other competent
intergovernmental or non-governmental institutions to assist its authorities to determine, inter alia :

(a) The nature and extent of cluster munition remnants located in areas under its
jurisdiction or control;

(b) The financial, technological and human resources required for the implementation
of the plan;

(c) The time estimated as necessary to clear and destroy all cluster munition
remnants located in areas under its jurisdiction or control;

(d) Risk reduction education programmes and awareness activities to reduce the
incidence of injuries or deaths caused by cluster munition remnants;

(e)

;





be unsatisfactory, it may submit the matter through the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
the next Meeting of States Parties. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the
submission, accompanied by all appropriate information pertaining to the Request for Clarification,
to all States Parties. All such information shall be presented to the requested State Party which
shall have the right to respond.

4. Pending the convening of any Meeting of States Parties, any



(f) Subm



5.



The Articles of this Convention shall not be subject to reservations.

Article 20
Duration and withdrawal

1. This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this
Convention. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to all other States Parties, to the Depositary and
to the United Nations Security Council. Such instrument of withdrawal shall include a full
explanation of the reasons motivating withdrawal.

3. Such withdrawal shall only take effect six months after the receipt of the instrument of
withdrawal by the Depositary. If, however, on the expiry of that six-month period, the withdrawing
State Party is engaged in an armed conflict, the withdrawal shall not take effect before the end of
the armed conflict.

Article 21
Relations with States not party to this Convention

1. Each State Party


