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General Assembly resolution 75/309, under the leadership of the Kingdom of Morocco, 
adopted by consensus on 21 July 2021 proclaimed 18th June as the International Day for 
Countering Hate speech which is observed annually. The resolution “invited all 
Member States, organizations and agencies of the United Nations system, other 
international and regional organizations and civil society organizations, non-
governmental organizations, academic institutions, the private sector, individuals and 
other relevant stakeholders to observe the International Day for Countering Hate 
Speech.”  
 
On 17 June, the UN Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect and 
the Kingdom of Morocco held a joint High-Level side event on the “Role of education to 
address the root causes of hate speech and advance inclusion, non-discrimination and 
peace”.  Speakers acknowledged the transformative power of education as a 
fundamental tool to address the root causes and drivers of hate speech, and to promote 
peaceful, inclusive, and just societies.   
 
General Assembly resolution 75/309 is important as hate speech remains unabated, 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, fueled by trends of dis/misinformation, both 
offline and online.  Hate speech is particularly harmful in societies that have 
experienced or are at risk of violence.  If left unchallenged, it can lead to genocide and 
other atrocities, as during the Holocaust, in Rwanda (1994), and in Srebrenica (1995).  In 
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The status of the matter 

The Fez Plan of Action: 
•  Is a pioneering document, the first of its kind, stressing the role and contribution 

of religious leaders and actors to peace and security, human rights, and 
sustainable development.  It is fully embedded in international human rights 
principals  

• It calls religious leaders and actors to define atrocity crimes prevention strategies 
that are embedded in the specific contexts they operate and are connected to 
existing early warning and rapid response mechanisms as well as diplomatic and 
fact-finding efforts.  

• Has proved to play a key role in developing and enhancing interdisciplinary and 
cross-cultural skills aimed at addressing specific social issues, including those 
related to politics, society, communication, education, and inter-faith dialogue.   

• The Fez Plan of Action provides a space to encounter “the other”.  By bringing 
together religious leaders and actors from different religions and faiths, it 
serves to break down stereotypes and overcome mistrust.  It also serves to 
develop knowledge and partnerships that the different actors involved can 
benefit from.   

• It contributes to enhance the civic responsibility and participation of religious 
leaders and to unite them to prevent and counter incitement to violence.  
Moreover, it helps to develop cross-sector and transnational opportunities for 
dialogue, experience sharing, and trust-building. 

• It has been implemented across the five continents and continues to provide 
entry points for the prevention of atrocity crimes in the most political sensitive 
and challenging situations.  
 

Challenges in implementation 

¶ Structures and resources required to take implementation of the Fez Plan of 
Action forward are lacking in some contexts.    

¶ In some situations, government institutions are weak or not supportive.  

¶ At times, religious leaders and actors do not receive the support of their religious 
authorities and structures; in other circumstances, participation in this process 
can pose a challenge to religious authorities, structures, and popular opinion.   

¶ Involvement in the process has made some religious leaders and actors 
vulnerable in their home communities.  Indeed, diversity and inclusivity are 
easier to talk about at the global than at the local level, where grievances 
manifest themselves more easily and more is at stake.   
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¶ Allocate greater efforts and resources to directly support implementation of the 
Fez Plan of Action and uphold the role and work of religious leaders and actors in 
preventing and countering incitement to violence in situations at risk of atrocity 
crimes and therefore foster 
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