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1. On 9 October 2023, the United Nations Dispute Tribunal (UNDT or Dispute Tribunal) 

issued Judgment No. UNDT/2023/112 (impugned Judgment) in the case of Applicant v. 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, in which it dismissed AAZ’s claims challenging 

the administrative decision not to select him for the fixed-term position of Senior Human 

Rights Officer and Coordinator of the International Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) on 

Venezuela (P-5) based in Panama City, Panama, Secretariat of the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) (the Post).2 

2. On 6 December 2023, AAZ filed an appeal of the impugned Judgment with the United 

Nations Appeals Tribunal (Appeals Tribunal or UNAT), to which the Secretary-General 

filed an answer on 5 February 2024. 

3. On 18 March 2024, AAZ filed a “Motion for leave to submit comments and 

clarifications”.  AAZ submits that “[c]onsidering that the Respondent’s Reply raised a number 

of points, issues and mischaracterizations of the Applicant’s claim and evidence that would 

require clarification, the Applicant respectfully requests the possibility to file brief comments 

and clarifications not exceeding 5 pages”.  

 
1 This unique three-letter substitute for the party’s name is used to respect the anonymity of the 
Appellant in this Order a
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4. Mindful of the fact that an order regarding service of the Motion on the other party is 

discretionary under Section II.A.1 of our Practice Direction No. 1, bearing in mind that one of 

the goals of the system of administration of justice is rendering timely judgments,3  and 

considering the power vested in the Appeals Tribunal in procedural matters not covered by 

Article 31(1) of the UNAT Rules of Procedure read in tandem with Article 6 of its Statute, I 

shall dispense with the Secretary-General’s response and proceed to determine the Motion. 

5. To begin with, we stated in ElShanti:4  
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which the 


