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The Secretary-General is also hosting the Youth Climate Summit on Saturday 21st September. He has invited 

young climate champions from around the world to participate, bringing their climate solutions and joining 

discussions with leaders attending the Climate Action Summit. 

WHAT ARE THE LATEST FACTS AND FIGURES? 

● Due to climate change, the world’s oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished, and 

sea level has risen. From 1901 to 2010, the global average sea level rose by 19 cm as oceans expanded due to 

warming and ice melted. The Arctic’s sea ice extent has shrunk in every successive decade since 1979, with 

1.07 million km² of ice loss every decade. 

● The World Meteorological Organization expects that 2019 will be in the five top warmest years on record, and 

that 2015-2019 will be the warmest of any equivalent five-year period on record.  

● Climate-related risks to health, livelihoods, food security, water supply, human security, and economic growth 

are projected to increase with increased global warming. 

● Direct economic losses from disasters were estimated at almost $3 trillion. Climate related and geophysical 

disasters claimed an estimated 1.3 million lives between 1998 and 2017.  An increase in heat stress could lead 

to global productivity losses equivalent to 80 million full-time jobs in the year 2030, according to the 

International Labour Organization (ILO).  

● Global climate finance flows increased by 17% in the period 2015–2016 compared with the period 2
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