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While the global economic crisis has no precedent for many of us, 

it, nevertheless, offers an unprecedented opportunity to chart a 

new course to a more sustainable future.  

 

Mr. Chairman, we know one thing for sure - a return to a business 

as usual approach is not an option.  Instead, we need to devise a 

coherent set of tools and strategies that will put us on the road not 

just to economic recovery, but to a more sustainable future. In this 
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resource and energy use. We know that there are limits to growth 

and we certainly know there are limits to unsustainable growth. 

 

Ireland is fully committed to the development of the green 

economy and we have developed an integrated policy approach in 

this area.  We believe that this approach, supported by a focus on 

research and development, will play a key role in our efforts to 

reposition our economy on a low carbon trajectory. I would echo 

the sentiments in the Secretary General’s report on the vital role 

that a ‘green new deal’ can play in achieving tangible progress in 

advancing the sustainable development agenda. This will have a 

positive effect in reducing negative environmental impacts and in 

providing real hope for vulnerable communities.   

 

Waste management offers many of these benefits if operated on 

an environmentally sound basis, but we have heard here what 

happens in the absence of effective controls.  A more resource 

efficient approach to dealing with waste will create jobs, drive 

innovation, and reduce pollution and threats to human health.    

 

Given the major challenge we face on climate change, it is crucial 

that we reduce the carbon intensity of our economies.  The 
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transition to more efficient transport systems is one area with 

considerable potential for progress and the Irish Government has 

recognised this, and the links to spatial planning and energy 

efficiency, in our sustainable transport vision for 2020.   

 

We have a shared global responsibility in identifying and pursuing 

the opportunities that can arise from considering this thematic 

cluster of CSD as an interlinked unit.  All too often, economic 

priorities have taken precedence over environmental 

considerations.  We must move away from seeing these as 

competing issues, and concentrate on the benefits that each must 

bring to our future sustainable development.   
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Mr. Chairman 

This has been a valuable review and we have heard many 

interesting contributions which will feed into the policy formulation 

for CSD 19. Achieving CSD objectives continues to pose a huge 

challenge and will require collaboration from actors across a range 

of sectors. Ireland looks forward to actively participating in this 


