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Mr. Chairman, 
 
Consumption is what ultimately sustains, and raises our living standards. It is 
therefore inevitable that changing consumption and production patterns be 
considered under sustainable development as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation.  
 
Since the Rio  Summit in 1992, the basic premise for the international community 
to move forward on this issue was to ensure that poverty reduction would 
continue to be the main concern, through the pursuit of economic and social 
development, grounded in the objective to produce less waste and pollution. 
 
This very approach remains pertinent. However, its full expression has yet to be 
reached. Despite declining global levels of poverty, there is also a stark 
divergence of incomes in the world. This has in turn caused uneven 
consumption, further aggravating imbalances. Meanwhile, the environmental 
impacts and the cost of uneven consumption and unsustainable production 
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This is the main challenge that we are seriously facing today. We therefore need 


