
Women’s Major Group Recommendations 

 

Mining is probably the most harmful activity for environment, 

biodiversity and health. Mining is unsustainable in its nature. I 

would like to give an example from my country Kazakhstan on 

uranium mining. 

 

My name is Kaisha Atakhanova, Board member of Eco-Forum, a 

network of 100 NGOs in the country. I am speaking for the 

Women’s Major Group. In my country we have about 100 uranium 

mines. Which have been operating for over 50 years.  What you who 

are users of nuclear energy probably do not know, is the terrible 

consequences of uranium mining.  

 

The low radioactive waste from mines has already polluted many of 

water resources and soil. To produce only 60,000 tons of uranium, 

we have generated more than 200 million tons of radioactive waste 

in the past 50 years.  

 

We have not even started to contain and clean up the uranium 

mining tailings. Only emergency measures were taken. But the 

radionuclides continue to pollute daily our water and our air. Our 

children use the uranium tailing areas as a playground. We see every 

day the health impacts, but we have no epidemiological data. All of 

this information has been secret and it is still not investigated. People 

are just not informed. There is a lack of informati




