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consideration of conflicts of interest. In this context, we increasingly experience the perverse 

function of global philanthropy that selectively supports “science” that support a self-serving 

narrative under the pretence of “objective” evidence. 

5. Remove language that encourages the use of PPPs and re-affirm the centrality of public 

investment: We wonder where is the evidence for the multiple references to PPPs. The use of PPPs 

should be profoundly interrogated, as increasing evidence shows that they change the nature of 

public services, worsen the fiscal problems against which they are offered as solutions, and provide 

less efficient and more costly operations than they claim. PPPs also promote the abdication of 

States’ responsibility to provide public goods and services and involve differential impact of social 

groups and spatial realities, the increasing private provision of water, health and education being 

blatant examples. Another dimension of serious concerns are the significant hints that promote 

the financialization of PPPs to access pension funds and insurance funds. 

6. Infrastructure development requires qualification rather than a blind cheque: Infrastructural 

development needs to be closely aligned both to the provision of public goods and service and to 

the advancement of sustainable industrialization, economic diversification and the strengthening 

of the domestic economy. We are therefore particularly concerned with the unsophisticated call to 

scale-up infrastructure plans and their financing. The Programme for Infrastructural Development 

in Africa (PIDA) offers an excellent exemplification of these concerns. It is increasingly clear that 

PIDA may greatly contribute to the ossification of the current African extractive growth model in 

the face of all the rhetoric of structural transformation as it remains dominated by the logic of 

connecting “extractive sites” to ports rather than promoting regional integration and economic 


