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Your Excellency Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia,
and President of the Conference,

Your Excellency Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary General of the United Nations,
Heads and Members of Delegations
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman,

Mr. President,

1. 1 bring you greetings of H.E. Desire Delano Bouterse, President of the Republic of Suriname and

the assurances of the Government of Suriname’s commitment to poverty eradication. With this
commitment in mind he proposed to the global community during his address to the 65"
Session of the General Assembly in 2010, a rethinking of the concept of poverty eradication.
In Surinamese he advocated to “Broko a pina; Tik yu gudu”, which means, “Break with poverty,
pursue your wealth”. In this people centred vision, government should focus on integration of
economic activities and the strengthening of human capital, aimed at seriously improving the
deployment of our productive capacities in fulfilling our basic needs. The emphasis should be on
the well-being of people rather than on their poverty i.e. on their potentials and talents rather
than their problems.
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Mr. President,

3. These investments were all possible, since Suriname has been experiencing modest economic
growth in the recent past. This was in turn due to prudent macro-economic policies and






trade. This is an important consideration for setting a new stage for global sustainable
development. Suriname reaffirms the principle of South-South cooperation as an important
vehicle to advance sustainable development and achieve greater unity and solidarity among the
countries of the South.



