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Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman, 
 
On behalf of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, I am 
honoured for this opportunity to contribute to the discussions on financing for 
development.   
 
It is important that the voice and the needs of the forcibly displaced people is heard 
and taking into account at this meeting as they are amongst the most vulnerable and 
poorest.  
 
Humanitarian action and development are closely intertwined:  Conflicts destroy 
hard won development gains.  Likewise, effective sustainable development can help 
prevent conflicts from occurring and build the resilience of affected populations in 
coping with violent shocks.   
 
The world today is marred by natural disasters, conflict and violence affecting 1.5 
billion people globally.  Today, we are facing the highest number of forcibly 
displaced persons since the Second World War, nearly 60 million people, of which 
38 million are displaced inside their own country.  
 
Last year alone, the number of newly displaced due to conflict and persecution was 
nearly 14 million.  Every day, 42,000 people decide to flee and leave everything 
behind – almost four times the 2010 number of 11,000.   
 
The vast majority of refugees and displaced persons, some 86 per cent, live in the 
poorest countries.  Despite the development challenges these countries face, they 
have generously offered 





A truly universal humanitarian system, encompassing different humanitarian 
traditions and respecting humanitarian principles and based on national ownership, 


