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Resolutions

2008/2

Progressin the implementation of General Assembly resolution
62/208 on the triennial comprehensive policy review of operational
activities for development of the United Nations system

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 62/208 of 19 December 2007 on the
triennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of
the United Nations system,

Reaffirming the importance of the triennial comprehensive policy review of
operational activities for development, through which the General Assembly
establishes key system-wide policy orientations for the development cooperation
and country-level modalities of the United Nations system,

Recalling the role of the Economic and Social Council in providing
coordination and guidance to the United Nations system to ensure that policy
orientations set out by the General Assembly are implemented on a system-wide
basis in accordance with Assembly resolutions 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 61/16 of
20 November 2006, 62/208 and other relevant resolutions,

Management process for the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 62/208

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the management
process for the implementation of General Assembly resolution 62/208 on the
triennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of
the United Nations system,® and the efforts of the Secretary-General to strengthen
the results-orientation of that report, in line with paragraph 141 of General
Assembly resolution 62/208;

2.  Notes the response of the United Nations system in implementing
General Assembly resolution 62/208 at the agency and inter-agency levels, as
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impact, coherence, effectiveness and efficiency and costs and benefits of
coordination through the resident coordinator system, with specific attention to the
regional and country levels;

14. Requests the heads of the funds, programmes and specialized agencies
and other United Nations organizations to include in the annual reports to their
governing bodies any proposed measures to enhance their respective organization’s
participation in financial, technical and organizational support to the resident
coordinator system;

15. Underscores that the resident coordinator, supported by the
United Nations country team, should report to national authorities on progress made
against results agreed in the United Nations Devel opment Assistance Framework;

16. Encourages the United Nations Development Group, within the
United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination and in close
cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme, to further develop
approaches to measure and report on the costs and benefits of coordination, and
further encourages the Secretary-General to consolidate this information, to the
extent possible, and present it to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive
sessions of 2009 and 2010;

17. Requests the Secretary-General, in his response to paragraph 94 of
General Assembly resolution 62/208, to bear in mind the various coordination
functions of the resident coordinators;

Comprehensive statistical analysis of the financing of operational activities for
development of the United Nations system for 2006

18. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the comprehensive
statistical analysis of the financing of operational activities for development of the
United Nations system for 2006,4 and recognizes the progress made to broaden and
improve the reporting in line with paragraph 28 of General Assembly resolution
62/208;

19. Encourages the organizations of the United Nations development system
to participate fully in this exercise;

20. Requests the Secretary-General, making use of existing capacities within
the Secretariat and, if necessary, voluntary contributions, to continue efforts:

(@) To continue to broaden and improve the coverage, timeliness, reliability,
quality and comparability of system-wide financial data, definitions and
classifications for the financial reporting of operational activities for development of
the United Nations system, in a coherent way;

(b) To build a comprehensive, sustainable and consistent financial data and
reporting system for the operational activities for development of all the relevant
organizations and entities of the United Nations system;

(c) To invite Member States to contribute to the support of the work
mentioned above;

4 A/63/71-E/2008/46.
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Simplification and harmonization of the United Nations development system

21. Takes note of the actions taken by the executive boards and governing
bodies of the United Nations funds and programmes and specialized agencies in the
area of simplification and harmonization of the United Nations development system;

22. Requests the Secretary-General to make every effort to ensure that the
information provided in response to paragraph 112 of General Assembly resolution
62/208 is presented at future sessions of the Economic and Social Council in the
form of areport;

23. Requests the executive heads of the funds, programmes and specialized
agencies to report in a timely manner to the executive boards and governing bodies
on progress regarding simplification and harmonization to support the assessment
by the executive boards and governing bodies in this area.

34th plenary meeting
18 July 2008

2008/3

Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of
and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the
Information Society

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the outcome documents of the World Summit on the Information
Society,5

Recalling also that access to information and sharing and creation of
knowledge contributes significantly to strengthening economic, social and cultural
development, thus helping all countries to reach the internationally agreed
development goals and objectives, including the Millennium Development Goals,
considering that this process can be enhanced by removing barriers to universal,
ubiquitous, equitable and affordable access to information, and underlining the
importance of removing barriers to bridging the digital divide, particularly those
that hinder the full achievement of the economic, social and cultural development of
countries and the welfare of their people, in particular in devel oping countries,

Recognizing the efforts by all stakeholders to implement the outcomes of the
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Recalling also General Assembly resolution 57/270 B of 23 June 2003 and
Economic and Social Council resolution 2007/29 of 27 July 2007,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the progress made in the
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the
Information Society at the regional and international levels,®

Evolving challenges and opportunities

1. Notes that the digital divide is changing in some respects and that while
in general the divide may be shrinking, a new form of digital divide is emerging in
terms of difference in quality and speed of access to information and
communications technol ogies;

2. Also notes the continuing relevance of assisting developing countries in
their efforts to overcome the digital divide, particularly with regard to both access
and capacity;

3. Further notes that the disparity continues between developed and
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World Summit on the Information Society at its first phase, held in Geneva from
10 to 12 December, 7 and endorsed by the General Assembly;8

22. Takes note of the efforts undertaken by the regional commissions in
respect of the coordination of the implementation of the outcomes of the World
Summit on the Information Society, including in developing e-strategies,
capacity-building and measuring of information and communications technol ogies;

23. Acknowledges the efforts of all action line facilitators, especially the
International Telecommunication Union and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization in their role as lead facilitators;

24. Notes that the architecture for the implementation of the outcomes of the
World Summit on the Information Society, as defined in the Tunis Agenda for the
Information Society,® is rather complex and has also imposed limitations in respect
of the participation of all stakeholders, in particular those from developing
countries,

25. Takes note of the letter from the Secretary-General of the United Nations
addressed to relevant organizations responsible for essential tasks associated with
the Internet in which he requested them to report on the steps they had taken
towards achieving enhanced cooperation in accordance with paragraph 71 of the
Tunis Agenda and looks forward to the report to be prepared by the
Secretary-General, which may contain recommendations on how the process should
be pursued, and notes that all stakeholders, in their respective roles, will be included
in this process;

26. Reaffirms the relevance of decisions on Internet governance in their
entirety, as outlined in the Tunis Agenda;

27. Recommends that the Internet Governance Forum, as a multi-stakeholder
discussion forum, retain its focus on public policy issues related to Internet
governance;

28. Encourages collaboration among all stakeholders, including international
organizations, consistent with their mandate and existing budgetary resources, in
regard to the multilingualization of the Internet;

29. Recommends that the Partnership on Measuring Information and
Communication Technologies for Development consider the creation of benchmarks
and indicators, including impact indicators, for further consideration and decision
by the Statistical Commission, in order to track progress towards the attainment of
the specific goals and targets set out in the outcome documents of the World Summit
on the Information Society, particularly section B of the Plan of Action adopted in
Geneva;

30. Also recommends that action line facilitators, in cooperation with all
stakeholders, establish milestones, deadlines and calendars for their action lines,
taking into account the outcome documents of the Summit;

7 See A/C.2/59/3, annex.

8 See General Assembly resolution 59/220.

9 See chap. I, sect. B, of the report of the Tunis phase of the World Summit on the Information
Society, held in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005, as contained in document A/60/687.
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direct relevance to the aims and purposes of the United Nations qualified them to
make a significant contribution to the work of the Economic and Social Council,

Mindful of the importance of an efficient and effective quadrennial reporting
and review system to ensure the smooth functioning of a dynamic and productive
consultative arrangement as set out in its resolution 1996/31,

Emphasizing that the quadrennial reporting exercise mandated under resolution
1996/31 constitutes the only formal monitoring mechanism established to enable the
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to confirm the continued existence
and activity of a non-governmental organization and to determine that the
organization conforms at all times to the principles governing the establishment and
nature of its consultative relationship,

Recalling, in particular, paragraphs 55, 57 (c) and 61 (c) of its resolution
1996/31, which set out the responsibility of non-governmental organizations in
general or specia consultative status to submit quadrennial reports and the basis for
the suspension or withdrawal of such consultative status for those organizations that
fail to make any positive or effective contribution to the work of the United Nations,

Expressing serious concern at the unsatisfactory submission of quadrennial
reports,

1. Decides that the procedure for the submission of quadrennial reports for
a non-governmental organization in general or special consultative status shall be as
follows:

(@) Six months prior to the due date for the report, the Non-Governmental
Organizations Section of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the
United Nations Secretariat shall write to the non-governmental organization
concerned to remind it of the reporting requirement, the expected date of the
submission of the report and the penalties for non-reporting, as stipulated in the
present resolution in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution
1996/31;

(b) One month after the due date for the report, the Non-Governmental
Organizations Section shall send a notice to the non-governmental organization
concerned reminding it of the reporting requirement and of the penalties for
non-reporting, and requesting that the report be submitted by the first day of the
following January;

(c) If the outstanding report is not received by the first day of the following
January, the Non-Governmental Organizations Section shall send afinal letter to the
non-governmental organization concerned, requesting that the report be submitted
by the first day of the following May and warning that non-receipt of the report by
that date shall result in the suspension of consultative status, and shall copy the
letter to the Permanent Mission to the United Nations of the country where the
non-governmental organization has its headquarters;

(d) If no report is received by the first day of the following May, the
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations shall, at its resumed session,
compile a list of all non-governmental organizations with outstanding reports and
recommend to the Economic and Social Council the immediate suspension of their
consultative status for a period of one year;
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(e) Following a decision by the Economic and Social Council to suspend the
consultative status of any non-governmental organization with an outstanding
report, the Non-Governmental Organizations Section shall write to the
non-governmental organization concerned advising it of the suspension, requesting
the submission of the outstanding report by the first day of May of the following
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2008/6
The need to harmonize and improve United Nations infor matics
systems for optimal utilization and accessibility by all States

The Economic and Social Council,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on international cooperation in
the field of informatics© and the initiatives of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working
Group on Informatics,

Recognizing the interest of Member States in taking full advantage of
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stabilizing the e-mail services for delegates and for upgrading web-based services,
such as the CandiWeb elections and candidatures site, as well as many Mission
websites implementing the CandiWeb elections and candidatures website, a
cooperative effort of the Secretariat and the diplomatic community coordinated by
the Working Group;

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to extend full cooperation to the Working
Group and to give priority to implementing its recommendations and guidance,
particularly with regard to the establishment of a Member State web portal to
consolidate and simplify the secure access by authorized representatives of Member
States to relevant information;

5.  Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the Economic and Social
Council at its substantive session of 2009 on action taken in follow-up to the present
resolution, including the findings of the Working Group and an assessment of its
work and mandate.

38th plenary meeting
22 July 2008

2008/7
Restructuring of the conference structure of the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

The Economic and Social Council

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft
resolution:

“The General Assembly,

“Noting the adoption by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific at its sixty-fourth session, held in Bangkok from 24 to 30 April
2008, of resolution 64/1 on the restructuring of the conference structure of the
Commission,12

“1. Endorses Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific resolution 64/1 on the restructuring of the conference structure of the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific,'® as set out in
annex | to the present resolution;

“2. Also endorses the annexes to resolution 64/1, on the conference
structure of the Commission, on issues to be addressed by the committees
subsidiary to the Commission, and on the terms of reference of the Advisory
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“Commending the initiatives of the Executive Secretary in facilitating an
effective process of consultation among members and associate members on a
comprehensive and thorough review of the conference structure of the
Commission,

“Underlining the fact that an effective conference structure requires a
strengthened evaluation system, added transparency and enhanced
communication with the member States,

“1. Decides to revise its conference structure, with immediate effect, to
conform to the pattern outlined in annex | to the present resolution;

“2. Requests
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“Annex |1
“Conference structure of the Commission

“l.  The Commission

“1. The Commission shall meet annually, with each session comprising a
senior officials segment followed by a ministerial segment, for up to a
maximum of seven working days to discuss and decide on important issues
pertaining to inclusive and sustainable economic and social development in the
region, decide on the recommendations of its subsidiary bodies and of the
Executive Secretary, review and endorse the proposed strategic framework and
programme of work, and take any other decisions required, in conformity with
its terms of reference.
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“7. The eight committees shall meet biennially, with four committees
meeting each year, for a maximum duration of five days for each session.

“8. Within their respective areas of purview, the committees shall:
“(a) Review and analyse regional trends;

“(b) Identify priorities and emerging issues and consult on regional
approaches, taking into consideration subregional aspects;

“(c) Promote regional dialogue, including its subregional synergies, and
an exchange of experiences on policies and programmes;

“(d) Consider common regional positions as inputs to global processes
and promote regional follow-up to their outcomes;

“(e) Propose issues for consideration by the Commission as possible
resolutions,

“(f) Monitor the implementation of Commission resolutions;

“(g) Promote a collaborative approach to addressing the development
challenges of the region, where appropriate, between Governments and civil
society, the private sector and United Nations and other international
institutions at the regional and subregional levels.

“9. Further, within their respective areas of purview, the committees shall
provide the secretariat, including its regional institutions, with guidance in
reviewing the proposed strategic framework and programme of work.
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“e The Asian Highway, Trans-Asian Railway and other initiatives promoted
by the Commission for planning international intermodal transport
linkages

 Measures to improve road safety and the efficiency of transport
operations and logistics

¢ Support for the accession and implementation of international transport
agreements

“4. Committee on Environment and Devel opment:
 Integration of environmental sustainability in development policy

“e Policies and strategies for the use of sustainable planning and the use of
water resources

“e Regional cooperation for enhanced energy security and the sustainable
use of energy resources

“5.  Committee on Information and Communications Technology:

“e Integration of information and communications technology-related issues
in development policies, plans and programmes

“e Transfer and application of information and communications technology
at the regional and subregional levels

“e Development of human and institutional capacity in the use of
information and communications technol ogy

“e Information and communications technology applications for disaster
risk reduction

“6. Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction:
“e Policy options and strategies on multi-hazard disaster risk reduction and
mitigation
“e Regional cooperation mechanisms for disaster risk management,
including space and other technical support systems

“e Multi-hazard assessment, preparedness, early warning and response to
disaster risks

“7. Committee on Social Development:

“e |Implementation of internationally agreed commitments, including those
agreed at the United Nations on social development, population, ageing,
disability, youth and disadvantaged groups, gender equality and health

“e Policy options, strategies and good practices in social policy and
protection

“e Social policies and financing aimed at building inclusive societies
“8. Committee on Statistics:

“e Tracking key socio-economic and environmental trends in the Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific region, especialy
progress towards the Millennium Development Goals
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“e |dentifying data requirements for economic, social and environmental
analysis in accordance with internationally agreed standards and good
practices

» Capacity-building for national statistical offices in the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific region to produce,
disseminate and analyse data in accordance with internationally agreed
standards and good practices

“Annex IV

“Terms of reference of the Advisory Committee of Per manent
Representatives and Other Representatives Designated by Members of the
Commission

“The Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives and Other
Representatives Designated by Members of the Commission shall have the
following functions:

“(a) Maintain close cooperation and consultation between the members
and the secretariat of the Commission;

“(b) Advise and assist the Executive Secretary in drawing up proposals
for the strategic framework and programme of work, consistent with the
guidance provided by the Commission;

“(c) Receive on a regular basis information on the administrative and
financial functioning of the Commission, and assist and advise the Executive
Secretary in monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the programme
of work of the Commission;

“(d) Review the draft calendar of meetings prior to its submission to the
Commission at its annual session;

“(e) Advise the Executive Secretary on the provisional agenda for
sessions of the Commission and committees subsidiary to the Commission,
bearing in mind the need to ensure a results-oriented and focused agenda that
is aligned with the development priorities of member States, as well as
chapter 11 of itsrules of procedure;

“(f) Advise the Executive Secretary on the identification of emerging
economic and social issues and other relevant issues for incorpora