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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR OCEANS 

Consultation ��Draft ����

Why��a��Global��Partnership ��for ��Oceans?��
All countrie s rely on the living oceans’ diverse ecosy s t e ms and produc t s for food securi t y, jobs, revenu e s, 
stor m prote c t i o n, nurser i e s, touris m and cli mat e regul a t i o n.  However, the long te r m healt h of the ocean s, 
and the benefit s they provide, are severe l y threate n e d by human impa c t s – overf i s h i n g, pollu t io n, habit a t 
destr u c t i o n and the acidi f ic a t i o n and war mi n g assoc i a t e d with highe r carbo n emi ss i o n s.  It is esti ma t e d 
that over the past 30 years, fisher i e s mi sman a g e m e n t alone has resul t e d in lost incom e and oppor t un i ty 
wort h $2.2 trill i o n.  Though many public and priv a t e orga n i z a t i o n s work to impro v e the mana g e men t of 
the living oceans, the deteri o r a t i o n contin u e s.  There ar e many success stories and good solutio n s and 
oppo r tu n i ty and hope espe c i a l l y for devel o p i n g nati o n s. The need for catal y t i c finan c i n g, greate r 
colla b o r a t i o n and knowl e dg e shari n g is at the heart of this Global Partners h i p. 
  

What ��does��it ��aim ��to��do?����
Althoug h both deve l o p e d and deve l op i ng count r i e s, inter n a t i o n a l agenc i e s, conse r v a t i o n organ i z a t i o n s 
and numer o u s priva t e sect o r group s have been inves t i n g hund r e d s of milli o n s of  dolla r s annua l l y in 
discr e t e proje ct s ai med at impro v i n g ocean manag e m e n t  and prote c t i o n, they have not yet coale s e d on a 
co mmon set of goals. The Global Partners h i p for Oceans (GPO) aims to bring organ i z a t i o n s toget h e r to 
bette r coord i nat e effor t s aro un d an agree d set of goals and objec t i v es.  It also aims to catal y z e finan c e and 
share knowl e d g e on progr es s, thus creat i n g a power f u l force for chang e.   
 
More specif i c a l l y, this globa l l y coord i n a ted effor t would inves t the neces s a r y resou r c e s and suppo r t ocean 
gover n a n c e in a number of prior i ty count r i e s and re gio n s.  Both by demon s t r a t i o n and by scali n g up 
progre s s in these ar eas, the Partners h i p will promot e h ealt h i e r and mor e econo m i c a l l y produ c ti v e ocean s.  
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e c o n o mi c incen t i v e s to reduce these th rea t s (e.g. pollut i o n fees, mar k et a b l e per mi t s, etc.); assi st i n g 
countr i e s to effect i v e l y govern off-shore extrac t i v e indus t r i e s and reduc e the risks of pollu t i o n.   

 
 Managing the resource: create incen t i v e s for long-term prote c t i o n and susta i n a b l e manag e m e n t of 

critic a l coast a l and ocean habita t s; clarif y in g or creating rights-based fisherie s, such as co mmunit y 
quota, territ o ri a l use right s, vessel day scheme s, and enfor c e me n t mech a n i s m s; advis i n g gove rn m e n t s 
on polici e s which create the right incent i v e s for susta i n a b l e fishi n g; clari f y i ng and impro v i n g 
certi f i c a t i o n stand a r d s for wild fisher i e s and aquacu l t u r e. 
 

 Certification: With the wides p r e a d conce r n that the pro li f e r a t i o n of seafo o d certi f i c a t i o n stand a r d s is 
confus i n g buy ers and creati n g burden s on produc e r s, the Partner s h i p will work with indus t ry, 
gover n men t s and certi f y in g bodie s to devel o p well-de fin e d and credib l e certi f i c a t i o n schem e s, help 
defin e minim u m stand a r d s  and throu g h its effor t s to refor m fishe r i e s gover n a n c e, make it more likely 
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On the basis of these invest men t s, the partne r s w ould enabl e long-ter m priva t e inves t men t in mor e 
sustain a b l e ocean uses. 
 
 

3. Sharing knowledge and solutions globally 
 
The Partners h i p will support global advoca c y of less o n s learn e d, and will widely disse mi n a t e knowl e d g e 
on solut io n s. It will bring the lates t ocean s data a nd knowl e d g e about solut i o n s  toge t h e r unde r one onlin e 
porta l, while also foste r i n g knowl e d g e-shari n g betw e e n natio n s. The Partners h i p will also prio ri t i z e 
monit o r i n g and evalu a t i o n in prior ity regio n s, for ex amp l e throu g h track i n g ocean s healt h and fishe r i e s 
performa n c e. 
 

What ��will ��the��Global��Partnership ��for ��Oceans��achieve?��


