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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

We welcome this meeting and we value the work of the Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in 
Tax Matters who are doing an extremely valuable job in close cooperation with other international 
organizations. We consider this Committee as an example of what the UN can do efficiently with modest 
resources. As a subsidiary body of ECOSOC, besides updating, as necessary, the United Nations Model 
Double Taxation Convention and the Manual for the Negotiation of Bilateral Tax, it also provides a framework 
for d


