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centered, grass-roots (often competing) thematic agendas, and has to 

overcome many more barriers to make its voice heard compared to the 

private sector. Business as usual proceedings will not ensure civil society 

participation on an equal footing with the private sector; as CEO's, 

usually representing large transnational corporations, philanthropic 

offspring or alliances thereof, can more easily coalesce around business-

oriented agendas, with ease of access to UN high level decision-making 

and interlocutors, whereas civil society, in all its diversity, must struggle 

for small peripheral spaces at UN decision-making on a much a more 

competitive, and restrictive basis. 

(ii) The report of the OWG-SDGs must have its special and differentiated 

status recognized vis-à-vis other inputs, bearing in mind that it was the 

outcome of one-and-half-a-year intergovernmental negotiations, 

adopted by acclamation and captured as such in a consensus resolution 



universally applicable to all countries, while taking into account 

different national realities, capacities and levels of development and 

respecting national policies and priorities. 

(v) Climate change should not be singled out or seem to be the overriding 



its own right and cannot be regarded as a subcomponent of the 

enabling environment.  

(ix) All issues dealing with private s


