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Ambassador Sebastiano Cardi, Permanent Representative of Italy 
to the United Nations in New York, presented his credentials on 19 
July 2013. A career diplomat with over thirty years of experience 
both at home and abroad, he came to New York after serving as 
Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
Rome (2010 to 2013). His previous post was at the Italian Embassy 
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Richard Kozul-Wright is Director of the Globalisation and 
Development Strategies Division in UN Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD). He has worked at the United Nations in 
both New York and Geneva. He holds a Ph.D in economics from the 
University of Cambridge, UK and has published widely on economic 
issues including, inter alia, in the Economic Journal, the Cambridge 
Journal of Economics, The Journal of Development Studies, and the 
Oxford Review of Economic Policy.  His latest book is the Resistible 
Rise of Market Fundamentalism (with Paul Rayment). He has also 
edited volumes on Transnational Corporations and the Global 

Economy, Economic Insecurity and Development, Securing Peace, Climate Protection and 
Development, and Industrial Policy. 
 
 

 
Antonio de Lecea was appointed Principal Advisor for Economic 
and Financial Affairs, Delegation of the European Union to the 
United States, Washington, D.C. in October 2009. Prior to joining 
the Delegation, Dr. de Lecea served as the Director for International 
Affairs in the European Commission’s Directorate General for 
Economic and Financial Affairs. From 1999 to 2004, Dr. de Lecea 
was the economic advisor to then-European Commission President 
Romano Prodi. He launched his career at the European Commission 
in 1986, holding management positions in the EU budget and control 
areas, as well as in economics and finance. Before joining the 

European Commission, Dr. de Lecea served in the private office of the Spanish Secretary of 
State for Finance in Madrid and in academia.  
 

 

 
Paulo Nogueira Batista, Jr. is a Brazilian economist.  Since April 
2007, Mr. Nogueira Batista has been the Executive Director 
representing Brazil and a group of eight countries in the region at 
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