
Chapter II.G

Science, technology, innovation and 
capacity-building

1.  Introduction

In a major expansion of the Monterrey Consensus, 
the Addis Agenda stresses the importance of science, 
technology and innovation (STI) for economic 
growth and sustainable development and highlights 
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 Á Commits to promote the development and use 
of information and communications technol-
ogy, particularly in LDCS, LLDCs and SIDs, 
including rapid universal and affordable 
access to the Internet (114, MoIs 5.b, 9.c, 
17. 6, 17. 8)

 Á Commits to further facilitate accessible technol-
ogy for persons with disabilities and to promote 
access to technology and science for women, 
youth and children (114, 5.b)

 Á Commits to promote social innovation to sup-
port social well-being and sustainable liveli-
hoods (116)

Advances towards fulfilling the commitments 
on development and use of ICT can be measured 
directly by development and use of ICT infrastruc-
ture. The expansion of skill levels can also inform 
measurement of this commitment, as this increases 
the capacity for effective ICT use. Four SDG indica-
tors on ICT infrastructure provide a basis for follow-
up. They include: proportion of population covered by 
a mobile network, by technology (9.c), proportion of 
individuals who own a mobile telephone, by sex (5.b), 
fixed Internet broadband subscriptions per 100 inhab-
itants, by speed (17. 6.2) and proportion of individuals 
using the Internet (17.8). Two additional indicators 
can serve as proxies to measure advances in the level 
of skills in use of ICT: proportion of youth/adults with 
ICT skills, by type of skills (4.4.1) and proportion of 
schools with access to the Internet and computers for 
pedagogical purposes (4.a.1).

Monitoring of Addis Agenda commitments on 
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our national sustainable development strat-
egies (119)

 Á Commit to craft policies that incentivize the 
creation of new technologies, that incentivize 
research and that support innovation in devel-
oping countries (116)

There is currently no source reporting the 
number of countries that have adopted legislative, 
administrative and policy frameworks for national 
STI strategies, the number of countries covered by 
independent reviews of national STI policy frame-
works or the degree to which such strategies are 
integral elements of national sustainable develop-
ment strategies. However, information on STI policy 
frameworks could be gleaned from public presenta-
tions of national STI policies at international forums, 
such as the annual meetings of the United Nations 
CSTD, where national STI policy reviews con-
ducted by the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) are discussed. It is 
important to note, however, that such presentations 
are not mandatory and are not universal in cover-
age. The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
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cooperation. Progress towards enhancing coopera-
tion to strengthen tertiary education systems could 
be measured through the volume of ODA devoted 
to post-secondary education. SDG means of imple-
mentation indicator 4.b (volume of ODA flows for 
scholarships by sector and type of study) would also pro-
vide useful information for monitoring this commit-
ment, while outcome indicators as discussed above 
can further complement monitoring in this area. 
The commitment to increase the number of scholar-
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transfer of other technologies, such as aviation secu-
rity technology from the International Civil Aviation 
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initiatives within and beyond the UN system, to 
enable further discussions on potential synergies. In 
general, there are limitations with regard to easily 
accessible data that would enable a quantification 
of synergies and coherence in the United Nations 
system’s STI initiatives. As such, reporting will most 
likely be process-oriented and/or focus on qualitative 
factors. The question of how to potentially measure 


