Chapter il
Data monitoring and follow-up

1. Introduction

e final chapter of the Addis Agenda considers
how the international community should monitor
implementation of the agreed actions. It emphasizes
the importance of high quality disaggregated data
for policy making and monitoring the progress of
implementation of the Addis Agenda and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and prior-
itizes capacity building in this area.

e Addis Agenda marks the first time that
data issues have received such comprehensive treat-
ment in the Financing for Development (FfD)
conferences and follow-up processes. is reflects a
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data availability for the SDG indicators, and their
adequacy, as part of its regular work, also from the
perspective of assessing the need for building the nec-
essary monitoring capacity in Member States. When
considering data availability, it should be taken into
account that the available data may be of a di erent
nature, and that some data may be estimated.

Data accessibility to users is a major concern
for statistical agencies.  ere is a need to create e -
cient online platforms in countries to allow easy data
access to users. Measures of usage of those databases
are usually available and could be utilized to assess
accessibility and use. Furthermore, providers of o -
cial data at the national, regional and global levels
often actively strive to increase data literacy and
actual data use, and individual e orts to measure
those are being undertaken.

Although statistical agencies have a long
standing interest in making their products acces-
sible, government data more generally are becoming
available through the “open data” movement. e



Standards that describe data have also been
developed. Better descriptions of data (referred to
as “metadata”) facilitate communication between
organizations and software systems to improve the
quality of statistical documentation provided to
users. e Statistical Commission and the seven
sponsor organizations (Bank for International Set-
tlements, the European Central Bank, Eurostat, the
IMF, the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), the United Nations
Statistical Division and the World Bank Group) are
working towards the implementation of the Statisti-
cal Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX), which
aims to develop and use more e cient processes for
the exchange and sharing of statistical time series
data and metadata among international organiza-
tions and their member countries. Progress and
recent activities, also with respect to the implemen-
tation of SDMX for the SDG indicators, can be
reported on.

Metadata for detailed cross-sectional data,
such as the data collected by household surveys, are
also guided by international standards. e Data
Documentation Initiative metadata standard has
been developed especially for this purpose and is
used for documenting surveys in statistical agencies
and academia. e World Bank Group will work
with other partners to assess progress in countries
adopting these standards.

Besides standards for data documentation and
transfer, there are e orts to describe production pro-
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A Calls on the UN system, in consultation with
the international financial institutions, to
develop transparent measurements of progress
on sustainable development that go beyond per
capita income; these should recognize poverty in
all of its forms and dimensions, and the social,
economic and environmental dimensions of
domestic output and structural gaps at all levels
(129, Mol 17.19)

A Commits to seek to develop and implement tools
to mainstream sustainable development, as well
as to monitor sustainable development impacts
for di erent economic activities, including for
sustainable tourism (729, Mol 12.b)

Many countries and several international and
regional organizations have discussed and developed
measures of progress and sustainable development.

e United Nations Development Programme’s
(UNDP) Human Development Index (HDI) and









