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exercise was underlined by the discussion at the side event, as well as by a civil society 

intervention at the official meeting.
5
 The side event, in particular, sought to take stock of the 

ongoing initiatives to strengthen the social, environmental and governance (ESG) dimensions of 

business activity and the degree to which additional steps might be warranted, including how they 

might be harmonized. The aim of the side event was thus(w)5(as)-3( )] TJ
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Ms. Sengupta proposed that stronger labour and environmental standards be introduced 

into FTAs and that they apply equally to both developed and developing country partners, instead 

of the corporation-friendly standards that are aimed at developing countries, as is the current 

practice. She also proposed that independent human rights impact assessments be made of draft 

FTAs 
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provided than otherwise. Also, one needs to worry about “corporate capture” of public space, 

whether behind the scenes or in direct participation in policy making. Indeed, Mr. Prato reminds us 

that government consultation with “stakeholders” is not the same as government consultation with 

“rights holders”. These are different concepts, different people, and thus lead to different policies. 
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