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Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Distinguished Observers,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat, | am pleased to welcome you to the 13" session of the Committee of Experts on
International Cooperation in Tax Matters.

This session has a special significance. For the first time, this Committee is convening
two times within one year; and for the first time its session is held in New York back-to-back
with the Special Meeting of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on
International Cooperation in Tax Matters.

These new elements represent the implementation of the mandates contained in the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda (Addis Agenda) of the Third International Conference on
Financing for Development. You will recall that, it was decided in Addis to increase the
frequency of the meetings of the Committee to two sessions per year, with duration of
four working days each.

Furthermore, Member States committed to increase the engagement of this
Committee with ECOSOC through the Special Meeting of the Council, with a view to
enhancing intergovernmental consideration of tax issues at the United Nations.

Due to the lengthy negotiations among Member States on these new modalities, this
session is being held very close to the 12" session, which took place in Geneva last October.
This put a great strain on the Committee and the Secretariat in having to intensify the
preparatory work. Going forward, the spring and fall sessions of the Committee will be
spread out in time, allowing for advance planning and best use of resources.

On Friday, you will all take part in the Special Meeting of ECOSOC on International
Cooperation in Tax Matters, with the participation of national tax authorities. This meeting
will be held in the form of interactive dialogue between the Committee Members and UN
delegates. This modality aims to bridge the gap between




13" session of the Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters

Let me now briefly outline some key items on the agenda for this session of the
Committee, against the backdrop of its work under the current membership.

Overall, you should



Furthermore, the Committee will hear a progress report on the finalization of the UN
Transfer Pricing Manual. The updates, including new chapters on taxation of intangibles, the
provision of services within multinational enterprises, and profit shifting by sale of
commaodities through third-countries, will add value to this already widely respected product.
The country perspectives provided in the updated Manual will also help inform countries and
taxpayers of the major challenges in this area of tax cooperation, and illustrate that countries
are meeting them in a surprisingly consistent way, despite practical difficulties.



The Platform has also made significant progress in developing a number of toolkits to
assist developing countries in implementing measures to address BEPS. In particular, under
the leadership of the OECD and World Bank Group, a first draft of the toolkit on
“Addressing Difficulties in Accessing Comparables Data for Transfer Pricing Analysis” has
been prepared. To complement this toolkit, a preliminary study on “Addressing the
Information Gaps of Minerals” has also been drafted. Moreover, work is advancing, under the
lead of the IMF, on a report on indirect transfers of assets. Drafts of all these documents are
currently being discussed and reviewed among Platform partners, and it is expected that they
will be finalized and released early next year.

Finally, the Special Meeting of ECOSOC on International Cooperation in Tax Matters
this coming Friday will also feature a panel discussion aimed at presenting and discussing the
Platform work, including its report to the G20 on strengthening tax capacity in developing
countries.

Thank you.



