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Economic and Social Council 
Special Meeting on International Cooperation in Tax Matters 

(ECOSOC Chamber, 18 May 2018) 

Tentative Programme  
 

Pursuant to ECOSOC resolution 2017/2, the primary purpose of this special meeting is to 
consider international cooperation in tax matters, including its contribution to mobilizing domestic 
financial resources for development and the institutional arrangements to promote such 
cooperation, with the participation of the representatives of national tax authorities. The meeting 
will be held immediately following the 16th session of the Committee of Experts on International 
Cooperation in Tax Matters, to facilitate dialogue between the Committee and the Council and to 
provide input to intergovernmental consideration of tax issues at the United Nations.  
The main topic to be addressed during the meeting is taxation and the digitalisation of the 
economy. A number of countries and regional organizations have recently made or proposed 
important tax changes that seek to address challenges that the digitalisation of the economy 
presents for domestic tax systems. These developments will be discussed during the meeting. 
Another topic that will be discussed is the problems for the tax authorities of developing countries 
that arise from the wide tax exemptions requested by some governments and international 
organizations when they fund projects through official development assistance. The meeting will 
also include updates on the work of the Committee and of the inter-agency Platform for 
Collaboration on tax. 

 

10:00 am – 11:15 am OPENING REMARKS 
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 Ms. Grace Perez-Navarro, Deputy Director, Center for Tax Policy 
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owned medium-term revenue strategies (MTRSs). The session will also 
provide an opportunity to discuss the Platform plans for future work and 
get feedback from stakeholders with respect to other topics on which the 
Platform could work and other ways in which it could foster cooperation. 

Focus questions: 

 Since the Platform was first established in 2016, what progress has 
it made in helping developing countries to address international 
tax issues and implement nationally-owned medium-term revenue 
strategies (MTRSs)? 

 What actions the Platform intends to carry out to take forward the 
work done so far? 

 How can the Platform further assist developing countries as they 
seek both more capacity support and grater influence in designing 
international tax rules? 

Panellists: 

 Ms. Alma Kanani, Practice Manager, Domestic Revenue 
Mobilization, Equitable Growth, Finance and Institutions, World 
Bank Group 

 Mr. Navid Hanif, Director, Financing for Sustainable 
Development Office, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, United Nations 

 Ms. Grace Perez-Navarro, Deputy Director, Center for Tax Policy 
and Administration, Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development 

 Mr. Christophe Waerzeggers, Senior Counsel, International 
Monetary Fund 


