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Request for Testimony 

 

Although document requests are the most common form of information gathering, revenue 

authorities can use other procedures to gather information.  

  

One common approach is interviewing taxpayers and/or their employees to obtain oral testimony 

regarding an issue under inquiry.  Interviews are especially useful when trying to gather 

information about general business activities as well as discrete functions performed.9  Interviews 

may be formally recorded (either written transcript or audio recording) or the parties may keep 

their own set of notes.   

 

Revenue authorities often conduct site visits and tours of the taxpayerôs business.  These visits can 

http://www.oecd.org/tax/transparency


 6  privilege is the attorney-client privilege, which recognizes that communications between an attorney and her client are private and are not subject to disclosure. This concept of privileged communications extends to both oral and written communication and could therefore be applicable to a request for documents.1 2     �7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�W�K�H�U���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���D�O�V�R���D�S�S�O�\���D�Q�G���O�L�P�L�W���D���U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�¶�V���D�E�L�Oity to obtain inform.92 2 i2 response to an inform.92 2 request. Like attorney-client privilege, these vary considerably around the world and are often based on common law principles.  Less often, the privileges are statutory. In the U.S., for example, there exists a statutory privilege that essentially provides tax practitioners with much of the same protection found i2 attorney-
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https://taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/Media/Default/Documents/ResearchStudies/aspects_tax_compliance_dec2007.pdf
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 2 2  penalties may be asserted where a taxpayer fails to report the correct amount of tax due and undeq yo the coq ect tf liability.  Penaltie ̾m y geneq lly be bao d upon a tfyeqô ̾negligence or careless, reckless or intentional disregard of the tax law. Penalties may also be asserted where the taxpayer has undertaken a transaction that is specifically designed to avoid tax and has no other business purpose.   A revenue authority may consider waiving or removing a penalty if the taxpayer can prove that it had cause for its failure to comply with the various obligations. For example, penalties may be inappropriate if circumstances leading to non-compliance weq beyon ̾the tfyeqô ̾contq or where the taxpayer properly relied upon the advice of the revenue authority, a tax professional, or legal precedent such as court decisions.3 5  Some jurisdict ions may also impose penalt ies upon tax return preparers who are negligent  or  wil l ful ly disregard their  own obligations to represent  taxpayers with a high level  of  di l igence.    The UAE recently established i ts  Federal  Tax Authori ty TAò),



https://www.irs.gov/businesses/fact-sheet-pre-filing-agreement-pfa-program
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Country Name People's Republic of China Costa Rica 

 

Name of Country's Revenue Authority 

 
State Administration of Tax (central level), State Tax Bureau 
and Local Tax Bureau (provincial and local level)



 2 6   Country Name Germany Kuwait  Name of Country's Revenue Authority  Local Tax Office (Finanzamt) or the competent municipality.  Kuwait Tax Authority/ Ministry of Finance  Type of Taxes at Issue  The German tax department deals with all Germal taxes. Specialists deal with many types of tax like wage tax and VAT. The regular client service team deals with tax dispute resolution and tax controversy. Special matters are addressed to specialized service lines.  Corporate income tax, Zakat and national labor support tax.  Short Overview of Structure of Revenue  Authority  The structure is geographically based. For income tax, the competence of the authority depends on where the taxpayer is domiciled. For corporations, the competence of tax authority is governed by the district in which the management of the corporation is located. 
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Country Name Mexico New Zealand 
 

Name of Country's Revenue Authority 

Servicio de Administracion Tributaria: responslible for 
administration, assessment and collection of taxes. The Tax 








