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8. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda provides a global framework for mobilizing 

the significant resources necessary for financing sustainable development in all its 

dimensions and highlights the key role played by taxation in mobilizing domestic 

resources. In that respect, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda represents an integral and 

complementary part of the 2030 Agenda, containing policy commitments and 

concrete deliverables, thus helping to contextualize the means and actions necessary 

to implement the Sustainable Development Goals and the wider sustainable 

development agenda.  

9. At the First Global Conference of the Platform for Collaboration on Tax – a joint 

initiative of the International Monetary Fund, the Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, the United Nations and the World Bank Group – 

participants highlighted the role of fiscal policies in helping countries to achieve 



E/C.18/2019/2 
 

 

19-02109 4/13 

 

regressive and have a limited behavioural impact, especially if not coupled with 

complementary measures. 

14. Capacity development (target 17.9 of the Goals) plays a crucial role at all levels 

of fiscal policies and in supporting greater policy coherence (target 17.14). However, 

clear, evidence-
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spur development,3 although it is still largely insufficient to meet the financing needs 

of the Sustainable Development Goals. Increasing revenue t
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55. The use of technology could also assist in simplifying tax administration and 

collection, facilitating payments and access to the banking system, and increasing tax 

compliance. Developing countries can boost the efficiency of their administration 

through the use of e-taxation; a notable example is the case of Nigeria, which, in 

2015, introduced an electronic system to automate core tax administration and 

collection processes, including taxpayer registration, filing of returns, tax payment 

and audit. 

56. Some countries have taken action, including within broader decentralization 

reforms, to decentralize the responsibility for informal sector taxation from the 

national to the subnational government. Decentralizing services or providing taxpayer 

education at the local level can also be effective measures to bring the tax authorities 

closer to the taxpayers. 

 

 

 IV. Taxation and gender equality 
 

 

57. The key questions for the Committee with regard to taxation and gender equality 

are: 

 (a) What tax policy and administration options could countries consider to 

promote greater gender equality?  

 (b) How can the Committee support countries in designing and implementing 

such measures? 

58. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda includes the commitment to achieve gender 

equality through the increase of investment to close the gender gap, the full and equal 

participation of women in the economy and equal access to leadership.  

59. Sustainable Development Goal 5 aims at ending all forms of discrimination 

against women and girls and at the adoption and strengthening of policies for the 

promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls. Achieving 

gender equality includes the promotion of laws and policies, including fiscal policies, 

that lead to equal economic opportunities for women, as well as their inclusion and 

participation at all levels of decision-making (Goals 8 and 16).  

60. After the financial crisis in 2008, some international organization�ecommended a n�mber of fiscal policies to promote economic recovery, starting with 





E/C.18/2019/2 
 

 

19-02109 12/13 

 

72. The regressive effects of indirect taxes such as VAT could be mitigated through 

selected exemptions or differentiated rates, while not foregoing their revenue
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80. Countries in special situations, including countries in situations of conflict, 

post-conflict countries and the least developed countries, might not be in a position 

to implement standard guidance, including on comprehensive tax policy or 

administrative reforms. For those countries, innovative solutions are needed, which 

may include such measures as simplified tax regimes or enhanced revenue collection 

through customs duties. Those solutions, to be implemented coherently with other 

policies and norms, should aim for progressivity, to the extent possible, and for the 

accomplishment of broader objectives, including environmental protection and 

gender equality. 

 


