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GUIDANCE FOR THE PREPARATION OF NATIONAL REPORTS 

 

 

This streamlined reporting format is made up of three parts:  

 

I. The forest instrument 

II. The four Global Objectives on Forests 

III. The contribution of forests to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals  

 

 

The forest instrument covers a broad spectrum of issues beyond forests. Its implementation requires close cooperation 

between different authorities. Consequently, the preparation of national reports may require a cooperative exercise among 

institutions and ministries such as ministries of environment, economic development, finance, agriculture, health and 

statistics, and in particular with national focal points for FRA, the NFP Facility, the ITTO C&I process and the Rio Processes, 

where applicable.  

 

For reporting, please note the following:  

 

• The fields with FRA indicators are highlighted in grey. This data will be derived by UNFFS from the FRA database; 

• If information for a specific question does not exist, please enter NA (not available) or NR (not relevant) but do not 

leave the fields blank - all the responses to the questions contained in this reporting format are important for the 

Forum to analyze the progress, to identify the gaps and needs in implementing the forest instrument, including 

data gaps, and in finding ways and means to address them;  

• Some of the questions include descriptive parts. We encourage countries to fill in these parts and provide context 

and background information in addition to the requested figures and the “yes” and “no” answers. At the same time, 

the responses should be limited [maximum 250] to  keep the analytical efforts within reasonable bounds; 

• The national report should be submitted in English, French or Spanish. To facilitate exchange of experience, 

countries are also encouraged to submit, where relevant, a translation of their summary report in English. 

• The national reports should be submitted to UNFFS by 30 September 2012. Submission of the reports ahead of 

this deadline is encouraged, as this will facilitate the preparation of analyses and syntheses to be made available 

to the UNFF10; 

• Member States are kindly requested to submit the original signed copy of the national report with an official letter 

from their respective institution/ministry, via mail or email to the address below. Electronic copies should be 

available in word processing software, and the scanned copy of the official letter, as well as any graphic elements, 
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General information 

 

Head of forest agency 

Name: William Schwartz 

Title: Executive Director 

Address: INAFOR, Km. 12.5 Carretera Norte, Managua, Nicaragua 

Phone: (505) 2233-0013 

Fax: (505) 2233-0013 

Email: wschwartz@inafor.gob.ni 

 

UNFF national focal point (please fill out if not same as above) 

Name:  

Title:  

Address:  
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UNFF:  United Nations Forum on Forests 

UNFFS:  United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat 

 

 

PART I: The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (forest instrument)4 

 

 

Thematic Clusters 

of the Forest 

Instrument 

 

The forest instrument has been grouped into five cross-cutting and eight thematic clusters for easy 

reference5:  

  

1A:  Strengthening political commitment for sustainable forest management 
1B:  Financing sustainable forest management  
1C:  Capacity building and technology transfer 
1D:  Stakeholder participation 
1E:  Enhanced international cooperation 

 
2A:  Forest law enforcement and governance 
2B:  International Trade in forest products 
2C:  Protection of forests 
2D:  Science and research 
2E:  Public awareness and education 
2F:  Private sector and industry 
2G:  Indigenous and local communities 
2H:  Monitoring, assessment and reporting 

 

 

Data provided on thematic clusters of the forest instrument will also be used for assessing progress 

toward its Global Objectives on Forests (Qs 33-49). 

 

 

1A: Strengthening political commitment to sustainable forest management 

1. Existence of Forest policy statement with national scope; data will be derived by UNFFS from FRA database (FRA -T14 
Policy and legal framework)  
 

2. Existence of national forest programme (nfp); data will be derived by UNFFS from FRA database (FRA -T14 Policy and 
legal framework)  

 
3. Do you have inter-institutional mechanisms/processes for cross-

sectoral cooperation to achieve sustainable forest management?  
Yes 

x 
No 

If yes, which sectors are actively involved:   
Agriculture  x  
Climate Change x  

x

 

 

A

t

a

r

a

 

x
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Agroindustry. PRORURAL Incluyente does not include the sectors of tourism and energy – however, according to the need for 
intersectorial actions, these sectors can be invite
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emphasis.  

Yes No 5. Has the forest instrument been translated into your country’s 

official/local language(s)?  x  

Please list the language(s) into which the forest instrument has been translated.  
 
Spanish. Moreover, a brochure in Miskito (a native language spoken mostly in the RAAN) has been published. 

 
1B:  Financing sustainable forest management:  Assessment of this thematic cluster will be conducted on the basis of data 
provided under Global Objective on Forests 4 (Q. 43-49).  
 

 
1C:  Capacity building and technology transfer 
 

6. Total number of persons employed in forestry (1,000 persons-years); data will be derived by UNFFS from the FRA 
database (T13 - Employment). 

 

7. Total number of staff working in public forest institutions; data will be derived by UNFFS from FRA database (T 15 - 
Institutional framework).  
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Yes No 9. Are there any incentives for promoting improved technologies for 
SFM? x  

If yes, please check where applicable: 

Low-interest loans x  

Tax breaks x  
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Yes No 11. Is your country engaged in international 
cooperation in sustainable forest management? 
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If yes, please describe them (maximum 250 words). 

 

The most important event organized in support of the International Year of Forests was the VII Central American Congress on 

Forests that took place in Nicaragua between June 29 and July 1, 2011. The general objective of the congress was to highlight 

the strategic importance of forest ecosystems for biodiversity conservation and socioeconomic and cultural development of the 

Central American region. Moreover, the reforestation campaign launched in 2007 was continued in 2012, and activities related to 

capacity and awareness-building were implemented. 

 

The livestock sector has started to establish and promote silvopastoral systems, something that allows the shift from extensive to 

intensive livestock farming. This also strengthens the link between the livestock and forest sectors. In 2012, a fair to improve the 

knowledge on the livestock sector was organized, presenting the success stories and experience related to the cooperation 

between the two sectors. 

 

The National Agricultural University (UNA) organized diverse activities to support the World Environment Day. Moreover, the UNA 

also participated in activities related to the role of forests in combating climate change, forests and governance and forest 

education in support of the International Year of Forests.   

 

23. Has your country implemented actions to increase public awareness 
of the importance of and the benefits provided by forests and 
sustainable forest management? 

x  

If yes, which of the following approaches have been utilized?   

Published materials, such as brochures, pamphlets, leaflets, posters, etc. x 

Meetings with the general public to inform them of the benefits provided by 

forests to society 

x 

Meetings with private and public sector stakeholders to inform them of the 

benefits of sustainable forest management   

x 

Other; please describe (maximum 100 words). 

 

There are several lines of work related to awareness-building. For instance the national reforestation campaign includes an 

awareness-building component, and also in the context of forest protection there are participative and disseminative activities. 

The material used includes for instance radio bulletins, posters, leaflets and training sessions. 

 

INAFOR has organized capacity and awareness-building sessions that aim at improving the knowledge on sustainable forest 

management. Different approaches are used at different level. In the summer 2012, INAFOR developed a bulletin that is 

circulated in the communities in the whole country through loudspeakers.  

2F:  Private sector and industry6   

Yes No 24. Do stakeholder participation mechanisms in support of sustainable 

forest management exist that engage the private sector and 

industry?  

x  

Yes No 25. Have you established or strengthened public-private partnerships to 
advance sustainable forest management?  

x  

If yes, please describe (maximum 250 words). 

N/A 

Describe these mechanisms and their functions. What specific role do the private sector and industry play in promoting and 

supporting the forest instrument and sustainable forest management? (maximum 250 words) 

 

The Law 462 recognizes the National Forest Commission CONAFOR as the highest structure for consultation and decision-

                                                           

6 In addition, assessment of this thematic cluster will be conducted on the basis of data provided under question 23 (thematic cluster 2B) 
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making related to forest sector at the national level. Different actors of the forestry production chain participate in CONAFOR. The 

Law 462 also identifies the CODEFOR, COMUFOR and COREFOR as the consultative and coordination bodies at the territorial 

level for the forest and environmental sector. In the autonomous regions of the RAAN and RAAS, both the public sector and the 

private sector, including the industry and indigenous communities, participate in the COREFOR and CCF. 

 

Another consultative and decision-making mechanism is the forestry roundtable of the PRORURAL Incluyente that brings 

together different actors and promotes cooperation on the prioritized actions within the forest sector. Moreover, bilateral meetings 

between the government and the actors of the productive chain serve as an important cooperation and consultation mechanism. 

2G:  Indigenous and local communities 

Yes No 26. Are tenure and user rights of local communities and indigenous 
peoples over publicly-owned forests recognized by law? x  

Describe how they are recognized and practiced (maximum 250 words).  

 

Land tenure is recognized by the law 28 (the Statute of Autonomy of the Atlantic Coast Regions of Nicaragua) and the law 445 

(System Law of Communal Property of Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic Communities of the Autonomous Regions of Nicaragua’s 

Atlantic Coast and the Bocay, Coco, Indio and Maíz rivers). 

 

In the RAAN, there are 17 indigenous territories that have been demarcated and titled. Indigenous territories are recognized for 

their extensive natural resources – especially forests – that contribute to the accomplishment of the commitments Nicaragua has 

made to the United Nations system and to the global system that recognizes the rights of indigenous peoples. 

 

At the level of indigenous communities, the laws are put into practice through internal structures of the communities, especially 

when it comes to the use of natural resources. An example of this is the approval of sustainable forest management plans as a 

tool of use and harvesting of natural resources in indigenous areas. If a community does not authorize the implementation of a 

project, it will not be carried out.  

Yes No 27. Are local communities and indigenous peoples benefiting from the 
goods and services produced by forests?7 x  

Describe how this is functioning (maximum 250 words). 

 

The article 49 of the law 462 establishes the following concepts: payments for the right to use forest resources; fines; rights of the 

different actors; and the auctions for confiscation. Of these payments, 25 % are given to the communities on whose territory the 

natural resources in question are located. The community leaders are responsible for redistributing these payments within the 

communities. 

 

The government has established the mechanism of com
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Extent of the country’s forests and other wooded lands (1000 ha.); data will 
be derived by UNFFS from FRA database (T.1 - Extent of forest and other 
wooded land)  

2005 2010 

Extent of the country’s forests under public/private ownership (1000 ha); data 
will be derived by UNFFS from FRA database (T.2 - Forest ownership and 
management rights). 

2005 2010 

Extent of the country’s forests under private ownership (1000 ha)  

Extent of privately-owned forests according to the following categories (1000 ha) 

Individual 
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has been the most successful.  

 

FONADEFO has established projects and programmes related to payments for water services. Producers have been provided 

with incentives for instance for protecting recharge zones. Moreover, FONADEFO grants technical support and necessary tools 

and instruments. In the department of Rivas, a mechanism to provide payments for the restoration and conservation of water 

resources has been introduced. In addition, in Río San Juan incentives are offered for the protection and sustainable 

management of basins and micro-basins, and in the same region FONADEFO has also provided payments for establishing 

agroforestry systems. There are also projects related to the protection of water resources, integrated productive systems, plant 

nurseries, reduction of vulnerability and micro-basins in 8 municipalities.  

 

2005 2011 32. What is the number of visitors to national parks and other protected areas in 
your country?  N/A N/A 

33. What is the area of urban parks in your country (1000 ha)?  N/A N/A 

34. What is the estimated number of visitors to urban parks in your country?  N/A N/A 

Describe any significant actions related to Global Objective on Forests 2 (maximum 250 words). 

 

Different instruments and initiatives that contribute to the enhancement of social, economic and environmental benefits of the 

forests have been developed. These include for instance i) the National Forest Programme that forms a part of the PRORURAL 

Incluyente and aims at creating socio-economic benefits and improving life quality, ii) the strategy on avoided deforestation 

(ENDE-REDD+) that aims at reversing the leading causes of deforestation and forest degradation, taking into consideration the 

rights of native peoples and the Nicaraguan people in general, to enjoy natural resources in a rationed and sustainable way, iii) 

FONADEFO that focuses on providing partial funding for forest projects that promote sustainable forest management, to support 

economic development and conservation of natural resources and to mobilize payments for environmental services  in Nicaragua, 

iv) a new initiative that improves the access of the forest sector to credit through a public bank (Banco Produzcamos), something 

that allows to incentivize small and medium forest producers for reforestation, community forestry and plantation management 

activities, v) the regional forest strategies of th
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N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Please use this space to describe any significant actions related to Global Objective on Forests 4 (maximum 250 words). 

The budget of INAFOR has not shown a tendency to increase. The budget consists of the resources of Treasury, the donations of 

the Common Fund and the loans provided by the World Bank. The combined share of the Common Fund and the World Bank 

represents more than 50 % of the INAFOR’s budget; thus, external sources of funding are of a great importance for the forest 

sector in Nicaragua. However, the budget allocations needed for operational and personnel costs are financed with the funds of 

Treasury, whereas the external funding is directed towards programme and project planning and implementation that contribute to 

the achievement of objectives and indicators of INAFOR.  

The funds of PRORURAL through the Common Fund have provided additional resources for the forest sector in Nicaragua. For 

instance in 2011 INAFOR received an additional 450,000 USD (10,300,00 NIO) from the Common Fund as a result of a budget 

reform. There is also bilateral support directed to the sector. Moreover, forest sector is now included in the credit programs of 

Banco Produzcamos, something that provides additional resources for the establishment and management of forest plantations, 

SFM and community forestry up to USD 1,750,000. 

 

 

PART III: Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals   

 

Forests can make significant contributions to poverty reduction, improved health, education and gender equity. Sustainable forest 

management aims to enhance the contribution of forests to the achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, 

including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). However, the evidence of this contribution and greater recognition of the 

value of sustainably managed forests are difficult to gather.   

 

Currently the only forest-related official MDG indictor that provides information on the proportion of land area covered by forest is 

Indicator 7.1 under Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability. This indicator, however, neither reflects the full range of benefits 

and services including socio-economic benefits of forests to society, nor the contributions of forests to the achievement of other 

MDGs. Establishing the direct and indirect links between forests and MDGs is pivotal to ensure that concrete efforts are being 

taken to reverse the loss of forest cover and to prevent forest degradation while maximizing the benefits of forests for achieving 

sustainable development. 

The aim of this part of the reporting format is to explore the existing data, evidence basis and cases demonstrating the 

contribution of forests and sustainable forest management to MDGs, at the same time identifying gaps in the monitoring systems 

and lack of adequate indicators. 

 

 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

 

Please indicate the most forest relevant MDGs in your country  

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger:  

Yes No Does SFM contribute to achieving this goal in your country?  

If so, do you have specific indicators and data which could be/are being used to 

assess this contribution? 
x  

Please list the indicators. 

1. Number of qq of seeds provided according to the source 

2. Number of forest-owning families, according to the level of increase of their income from forest-related activities, 
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and men in Estero Real. The participants are given two hectares of mangrove forests that they are managing in a sustainable 

way. Moreover, they have a licence to export their products.  

 

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality:  

Yes No Does SFM contribute to achieving this goal in your country?  

If so, do you have specific indicators and data which could be/are being used to 
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In the protected areas, MARENA is responsible for the sustainable management of environment, the habitats of endangered 

species and biodiversity. An example of such areas is Bosawas that has been declared as a Biosphere Reserve. 

 

As mandated by the law 462, logging of production forests is limited in the protected areas and in the areas that are fragile due to 

their topographic features, as well as in areas that are close to water basins or watersheds and thus have an essential role in the 

protection of water resources. 

 

Moreover, forests also contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation. Nicaragua is highly vulnerable to the effects of 

climate change, and forests can significantly support the adaptation process.  

 

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development  

Yes  No  Does SFM contribute to achieving this goal in your country?  

If so, do you have specific indicators and data which could be/are being used to 

assess this contribution? 

 x 

Please list the indicators. 

N/A 

Please describe how forests contribute to achieving this goal (maximum 250 words). 

N/R 

Please provide a short description of case studies and success stories on data collection on the contribution of forests to achieve 

MDGs that could serve as examples of good practice for other countries (maximum 250 words). 

Case studies on the contribution of forests to the achievement of the MDGs have not been carried out. The importance of forests 

in this context is recognized, but the lack of indicators makes it difficult to evaluate the contribution. 

 

 


