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The eleventh session of the UNFF (UNFF11) will be held from 4 to 15 May 2015 in New 

York. In accordance with the Forum’s MYPOW, the overall theme of UNFF11 is Forests: 

progress, challenges and the way forward on the international arrangement on forests (IAF), 

with the following sub themes:  

1. Reviewing the effectiveness of the international arrangement on forests and 

consideration of all future options  

 

2. Reviewing the progress towards the achievement of the Global Objectives on Forests 

(GOFs) and the implementation of the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types 

of Forests (hereinafter referred to as the “Forest Instrument”) 

 

3. Reviewing the contribution of forests and the IAF to the internationally-agreed 

development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 

In completing this questionnaire, you may choose to extract the relevant information and 
include it in your submission, if information is already available in existing reports and/or 

documents. Otherwise, you may provide the reference or document itself to the UNFF 
Secretariat, indicating the relevant section.Please note that the Year 2007 – the year of the 

adoption of the Forest Instrument (2007), should be used as a baseline throughout the 
document.  

 

Moreover, in view of the limitation of sizing of the pertinent Secretary-General’s report, the 

Forum Secretariat suggests no more than 250 words of written input per answer. We would 

be most grateful if you could send your inputs to unff@un.org, fax: +1 917-367-3186, by 30 

September 2014.In light of time constraints and financial limitations, you are kindly asked to 

provide your input in English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

implementation of sustainable forest management, as well as to contribute to the work of the Forum.” 

(paragraph 2) 
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Section I: Progress towards the implementation of the forest instrument 

and the achievement of the GOFs as well as the contribution of forests and 

the IAF to the internationally-agreed development goals, including the 

MDGs 

 

A. Progress towards implementation of the Forest Instrument  

 

1. Briefly describe actions (e.g. regulatory, financial/economic and 

informational/educational) taken by your respective regional, sub-regional 
organization/process to foster political commitment for sustainable forest 
management (SFM).  

 

RECOFTC holds a unique and important place in the world of forestry. It is the only 
international non-profit organization that specializes in capacity development for 

community forestry and devolved forest management. RECOFTC engages in strategic 
networks and effective partnerships with governments, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), civil society, the private sector, local people, and research and educational 

institutes throughout the Asia–Pacific region and beyond. With over 27 years of 
international experience and a dynamic approach to capacity development - involving 

research and analysis, demonstration sites, training products, and strategic 
communication - RECOFTC delivers innovative solutions for people and forests. 

RECOFTC’s mission is to enhance capacities at all levels for stronger rights, improved 

governance and fairer benefits for local people in sustainable forested landscapes in the 
Asia-Pacific region. RECOFTC works in the following four thematic areas in order to 
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Please describe the main challenges encountered and/or lessons learned.  
  

More than 450 million people in Asia and the Pacific are dependent on forests for part 

of their livelihoods – for food, fuel, fodder and other forest products – as well as for 
environmental services such as water and microclimate regulation, biodiversity and 
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Regional cooperation for illicit international trafficking in forest products is not one of 
the areas of RECOFTC expertise.  

 

However, we would like to note that there has been substantial efforts made in the 
region through the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES), ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement Network (ASEAN WEN), 
and United State’s Lacey Act.  RECOFTC also provided capacity building on conflict 
transformation to stakeholders involved in the timber industry through TNC-RAFT 

Phase I project. That capacity building program provided fundamental concepts and 
process of managing potential conflicts that are frequent in forest law enforcement of 

the countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 
 

Please describe the main challenges encountered and/or lessons learned. 
 

We believe that corruption remains to be major challenge to the forest law 

enforcement and relatively low penalties in violations.  The judicial systems in the 
countries to handle and curb these violations are also inadequate.      

 

 

5. List and briefly describe activities aimed at mobilizing new and additional 
resources from all sources for SFM.  

 

- Attempted scaling up of REDD+  

- Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) in general, but none are really working 
though  

- Private sector partnerships 
- More significant development assistance linked to SFM 

 

            Please describe the main challenges encountered and/or lessons learned.  

These efforts remain to be uncoordinated. The short term nature/support of the 

activities also is a challenge where more long term resources are needed to  see through 
impactful changes.  There are also high transaction costs involved.  

 

B. Progress towards the achievement of the GOFs 

1. Please describe actions taken by your respective regional, sub-regional 
organization/process and/or by other major stakeholders in your region/sub-region to 

help achieve the following:  
 

GOF1, “Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, 

including protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to 

prevent forest degradation”  

RECOFTC believes that “local people hold the key to healthy forests.” RECOFTC 

works through the four mentioned thematic areas (Question 1) to realize the potential 
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initiatives and piloting aimed at increasing adaptive capacity and demonstrating 
community forestry’s role in climate change mitigation.  

 

RECOFTC’s strategy aims to reduce the incidence and negative impacts of natural 
resource conflict in the region and to tackle the root causes of conflict. Promoting good 

governance for and within community forestry is an essential element in this strategy. 
Strengthening the capacity of key stakeholders – including local and indigenous people, 
women and other socially excluded groups – to transform conflict in positive ways is 

the principal means for supporting fairer and more sustainable conflict management. 
Our work also includes supporting better understanding of the underlying causes, 

impacts and solutions of forest conflict. Disputes, policies, forestry programs and 
regulatory frameworks in the region will be analysed, and findings will be used to 
improve advocacy efforts, raise awareness and develop capacity of stakeholders to 

mitigate and manage forest
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- increasing efficiency in forestry operations (harvesting and primary processing) ; 

- integration with and development of pro-poor ‘green economy’ approaches. 

 

 

GOF3, “Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of 

sustainably managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably 

managed forests”  

Please refer to response for GOF1.  
 

RECOFTC is, however, not in favor to just protect forests and increasing area of 
protected forests without negotiation for local communities to sustainably manage and 
utilize forests. RECOFTC is also helping to promote an alternative model of 

community managed Protected Areas wherever there is enough policy, legal 
framework and institutional strength to do so in our focal countries.  

 

GOF4, “Reverse the decline in ODA for SFM and mobilize significantly increased, new and 

additional financial resources from all sources for the implementation of SFM”  

We would like to note that there is not a decline in ODA due to the widespread support 
and resources dedicated to REDD(+).  

 

Although our activities might not all be directly aligned with the GOFs, demand for 
RECOFTC’s work has been increasing and our approach has been well accepted any 
many donors in achieving their international development cooperation or aid goals.    

 

2. Please provide additional information specific to your respective regional, sub-
regional organization/process on progress towards the achievement of the GOFs.  

 

As mentioned in previous response, the demand for RECOFTC’s work is increasing. 

RECOFTC has expanded in size, geographically, scope and financial resources in the 
last 4-5 years.  The interest and effort can be also reflected in the increasing number of 

partnerships and cooperation with governments, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), civil society, the private sector, local people, and research and educational 
institutes throughout the Asia–Pacific region. 

 

C. Contribution of forests and the IAF to the internationally-agreed development goals, 

including the MDGs 



10 

 

 

Partnerships 

1. Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA)  
2. Global Forest Watch partnership (forest cover) 

3. FAO-TECA partnership (agricultural technologies in rural and forest 
communities) 

 

Publications 

1. The role of Social Forestry in Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation in the 

ASEAN Region,  
2. Current Status of Social Forestry in Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation 

in the ASEAN Region,  
3. Community forestry in Asia and the Pacific: Pathway to inclusive development) 

 

IFRI sentinel sites  

Institutional M&E  

 

2. What indicators have been, or could be, used to assess the contribution of forests to 

the MDGs? 

3 relevant MDGs 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
- correlation of forest tenure to poverty levels especially in rural, forest 

communities 
 

2. Ensure environmental sustainability 

- proportion of land area covered by forest 
- access to payment for environmental services of communities 

- quality of forestlands awarded to communities 
- forest-based local livelihoods 

 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 
- disaggregation of male-female data in forest communities 
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Section II: Review of the effectiveness of the current IAF and the future options  

 

1. From the perspective of your respective regional, sub-regional organization/process, 

please provide a general evaluation of the strengths, weaknesses and areas for 

improvement of the current IAF.  

 

Strengths:  

- We believe that the IAF has strong potential as most governments/countries have 
agreed to it.   
 

Weakness:  

- While the IAF was probably accepted by many countries because it is non-legally 

binding, there are weakness that it has no teeth  

- The IAF is only focused on forests where many of the root cause of the problems lay 

outside/beyond forests  

- The IAF is lengthy and complicated to understand 
- No clear follow up mechanism to measure the progress 

 

Areas of Improvement: 

- In addition to the IAF, it should be a clear and simple action plan (e.g. an Agenda) to 
implement the activities of the IAF 

- Have linkage with other sectors and issues that might be root causes of the challenges 

 

 

2. Has the input of your respective regional, sub-regional organization/process been 

adequately taken into account in the Forum’s deliberations?  

 

No input has been shared and thus, taken into account. RECOFTC has not attempted 
nor has UNFF reached out to RECOFTC, until now. 

 

3. What measures has your organization undertaken to strengthen the current IAF? 

Please list the most important measures(maximum five):  

None.       

 

4. How would your respective regional, sub-regional organization/process envisage a 

strengthened regional/sub-regional component in a future IAF? 

 

We believe that the weaknesses identified under the first question of this section 

have to be addressed. Greater involvement and active involvement from CSOs is 
needed in strengthening the regional/sub-regional component in future IAFs. A 

stronger emphasis on tenure for forest communities is also needed to ensure the 
success of the IAF as well.  There should also be a platform or network to 
communicate, exchange and have joint efforts. There also must be more and stronger 

linkage with other regional efforts as well.     
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5. Has your respective regional, sub-regional organization/process worked jointly with 

member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF)2 and/or 

major stakeholders to support the work of UNFF? If yes, please evaluate the overall 

collaboration. 

RECOFTC works with many of the member organizations of the CPF, but do not 
directly collaborate to support the activities of UNFF. 

 

6. How would your respective regional, sub-regional organization/process envisage a 

strengthened collaboration with CPF member organizations and/or major stakeholders 

in a revised IAF? 

 

We envisage a strengthened collaboration with CPF in a revised IAF through the 
following points: 

- Improved communication through regional hubs with the aim to facilitate 
participation 

- In addition to the Secretariat, secretariat members or coordinators/assigned focal 

points should be placed in CPF member organizations so they then can strengthen 
collaborations amongst stakeholders 

- There should have regional level CPF members organizations as well, such as 
RECOFTC  

- Clear and available information of who are the focal points for member 

organizations in the Asia Pacific and their contact information     
 

                                                                 
2 CPF member organizations:Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO), International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), International 

Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 

Secretariat of the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD), United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFF), Secretariat of the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), The World 

Bank, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

 


