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Concept Note: 

Expert meeting on Strengthening Major Groups and Other Stakeholders’ 

Engagement in the work of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) 

beyond 2015 

5-6 October 2016, Ottawa, Canada 

 

Introduction: 

The United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFFS) and the Canadian 

Forest Service will jointly convene a two-day expert meeting titled “expert 

meeting on strengthening major groups and other stakeholders’ engagement in 

the work of the international arrangement on forests (IAF) beyond 2015”.  This 

meeting is in response to section IX on the involvement of major groups and 

other stakeholders contained in resolution E/RES/2015/33 1 , agreed  at the 

Forum in its eleventh session in May 2015, and subsequently adopted by the 

Economic and Social Council 

Approximately 30 invitees from forest-related civil society organizations and 

other stakeholders, UNFF Major Groups and UNFF Member States will 

participate in this expert meeting in  their personal capacity.  

Background and Rationale: 

According to resolution E/RES/2000/35 that established the Forum,  

participation of a wide range of forest-related stakeholders, including major 

groups, as identified in Agenda 21, is considered a key component of sustainable 

forest management (SFM).  In addition, accredited major group organizations 

with the ECOSOC  and the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) 

were encouraged to participate in Forum sessions.   

At UNFF11, Member States decided to strengthen high-level political 

engagement with the participation of major groups and other stakeholders , in 

support of SFM.  Through this resolution, the Forum recognized the importance 

of the continued and enhanced engagement of major group







!�
�

� � �����$�����������$�� ������������	���%&���	��	� �� ����� ���
�5��
��������
�� ������$���"-�

���������	��$�	�������	�� ������'����'��		�
�$���� ��
���	���$�	���&>/:���
������� ��� ����	� 	� 	����� ������
� ������� $� �	���� � �
� '���
�� � '��"�� �� 	���
%&���	��	� ���B������
�	���5��
���������� ������$���"-�� ������	�� �����	�



��
�

�		��00���-��-� 0���0$���	�0$���0��� 0��$��	��	� ���� �������

()*80��
��-�	��-�

������"�� ���� �� ��$�	������	�� ����/� �������	��� ���	�����	�	��-�

�

�


