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l. INTRODUCTION

1. Table 2 of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) Quadrennial Programme of Work 2017-2020
(4POW) sets the agenda for the 13t session of the Forum (UNFF13) which will meet 7-11 May 2018
in New York (see Annex 1). Under Item 3 of Table 2, the Forum will consider three matters related
to the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network (GFFFN):

f Item 3.a: Progress on the activities and the operation of the GFFFN
f Item 3.b: Guidelines for the operation of the GFFFN
f Item 3.c: Measures to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the GFFFN

2. This background paper focuses on Item 3.b.! The paper reviews existing guidance on the
GFFFN and, building on this foundation, proposes a set of elements for guidelines for the operation
of the GFFFN.

Il. BACKGROUND
A Purpose and priorities of the GFFFN

3. In 2015, based on the recommendation of UNFF11 (May 2015, New York), the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) established the GFFFN under the auspices of the Forum, building on the
“facilitative process” launched in 2009 (ECOSOC resolution 2015/33). Consistent with the UN
Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF), the GFFFN aims to contribute “to the scaling up of
sustainable forest management by facilitatingaccess for countries to resources to implement the
UNSPF and to achieve its Global Forest Goals and targets”. The UNFF reaffirmed this purpose at its
12th session in May 2017.

4, Paragraph 60 of the UNSPF sets out four priorities for the GFFFN which draw on guidance
contained in paragraph 13 of ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 (see Box 1).

Box 1 — Priorities of the GFFFN as set out in the UNSPF

1. Promote and assist Member States in designing national forest financing strategies to
mobilize resources for sustainable forest management, including existing national
initiatives, within the framework of national forest programmes or other appropriate
national frameworks.

2. Assist countries in mobilizing, accessing and enhancing the effective use of existing
financialresources from all sources for sustainable forest management, taking into account
national policies and strategies.

! Item 3.b also relates to Item 3.c. since the adoption of guidelines for the operation of the GFFFN can be
expected to enhance the Network’s effectiveness and efficiency.






The UNFF secretariat should engage in discussions with the GEF secretariat to facilitate
collaboration between the GEF and UNFF to support eligible countries in gaining access to
funding for SFM. (E/2015/33 para 14.f)

The GEF Council is invited to request the GEF secretariat to discuss with the UNFF secretariat
arrangements to facilitate collaboration between the GEF and the UNFF to support eligible
countries in gaining access to funding for SFM. (E/2015/33 para 14.e)

The GEF is invited to designate a staff liaison to serve as a link between the UNFF and the GEF, in
order facilitate access to funding for SFM. (E/2015/33 para 15.h)

UNFF Trust Fund
The Forum’s Trust Fund can be used to support activities of the GFFFN. (UNSPF para 62)

Member States are encouraged to provide voluntary contributions to the Forum’s Trust Fund.
(UNSPF para 62, UNFF12 resolution)

Monitoring and evaluation
The Forum will monitor and assess the work and performance of the GFFFN on a regular basis,
including the availability of UNFF Trust Fund resources®. (UNSPF para 63, E/2015/33 para 6.f.iii)

The Forum will review and advise on the availability of resources for SFM funding, including the
GFFFN, and ensure that the operation of the GFFFN is consistent with guidelines to be approved
by the Forum.® (E/2015/33 para 6.f.iii-iv)

I1l. PROPOSED ELEMENTS FOR GUIDELINES FOR GFFFN OPERATIONS

6.

Annex 2 contains a proposal for the guidelines for operation of the GFFFN which is

comprised of 12 elements (see Box 2). The 12 elements incorporate and build on the guidance set
out in ECOSOC resolution 2015/33, the UNSPF and the UNFF12 resolution (see section Il) and take
into account experience gained in taking forward the “facilitative process” and initial
implementation of the GFFFN. The proposed elements in Annex 2 are structured as stand-alone
document that can be readily understood by those who are not UNFF “insiders”.

Box 2: 12 proposed elements for guidelines for GFFFN operations
1. Purpose 7. Partnerships
2. Priorities 8. Clearinghouse
3. Principles 9. Funding and resource mobilization
4, Management 10. Reporting and communication
5. Eligibility 11. Monitoring and evaluation
6. Procedures 12. Review
7. The proposed elements aim to



foster accountability and transparency which are widely recognized as basic principles of good
financial management. While the GFFFN is not a programme/project funding organization and
currently carries out activities at a very modest scale, it is important that it operate in a manner that
is accountable to the Forum and transparent to Member States, partners and stakeholders. This can
be done through regular reporting, including financial reporting, and communication on GFFFN
activities (e.g. participating countries, sources and levels of funding, allocation of resources,
accomplishments, lessons learned and steps taken to upscale successes), as well as periodic
independent evaluations of GFFFN operations. These practices will promote GFFFN effectiveness;
enhance the confidence of Member States, partners and stakeholders in the Network; and help
attract donor interest.



ANNEX 1

UNFF Quadrennial Programme of Work 2017-2020 — Table 2

Table 2
13" Session of United Nations Forum on Forests, 2018 (Policy Session)

Priority actions

1. Implementation of the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030

(@) Policy dialogue on the thematic and operational priorities, priority actions and resource
needs for the period 2017-2018, taking into account the review cycle of the HLPF
during the biennium and the theme of the International Day of Forests

(b) Voluntary announcement of Voluntary National Contributions (VNCs)

(c) UN system-wide contributions to the implementation of the Global Forest Goals and
targets

(d) Development of the UNSPF communication and outreach strategy
2. Monitoring, assessment and reporting

(@) Progress on the implementation of the UNSPF, including the United Nations Forest
Instrument (UNFI) and voluntary national contributions

(b) Progress on the development of global forest indicators

3. Means of implementation

(@) Progress on the activities and the operation of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation



ANNEX 2

Proposed Elements for Guidelines for the Operation of the
Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network (GFFFN) of the
United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)’

ELEMENTS

1. Purpose

2. Priorities

The GFFFN aims to contribute to the scaling up of sustainable forest
management by facilitating access for countries to resources to implement the
United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests: 2017-2030 (UNSPF) and achieve its
Global Forest Goals (GFGs) and associated targets. UNSPF para 60, UNFF12
resolution®

The priorities of the GFFFN as set out in the UNSPF are to:
1.










