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Global forest goal 1 and associated targets2 

 

 

 Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, including 

protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest 

degradation and contribute to the global effort of addressing climate change 
 

 Associated targets 
 

1.1 Forest area is increased by 3 per cent worldwide3 

1.2 The world’s forest carbon stocks are maintained or enhanced  

1.3 
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¶ The Development Plan 2017 – 2021 

¶ The National Determined Contribution (currently being finalized) including the energy, forest, 

infrastructure and agricultural sector (2019) 

¶ The National REDD+ Strategy (2019) 

¶ Suriname HFLD Roadmap (2019) 

 

Suriname is a high forest cover and a low deforestation (HFLD) country, with a forest coverage of  

93% (area of 15.3 million ha). With the criteria of HFLD being having a forest coverage of over 50% of 

their land mass and a deforestation rate of less than 0.22%, Suriname is currently the most forested 

(HFLD) country in the world. The goal of the government is to maintain this status of Suriname. The 

forest policy has allocated about 4.5 ha of the forest for production purposes. The protected areas are 

2.3 million ha. While a forest area of 8.5 million ha, in the southern part of the country has the status of 

temporarily maintained forest. In December 2017, during the UNFCCC COP23, the government of 

Suriname pledges to cap its forest cover at 93%, a commitment that will require science and 

technology, expertise, technical support and above all the necessary financial resources and the political 

will of the global community in a durable partnership. In February 2019, Suriname initiated the first 

high-level meeting for the group of the HFLD developing countries (HFLDs), during which the “Krutu 

of Paramaribo Joint Declaration” was approved in which these countries expressed their interest to 

collectively take actions in order to increase the HFLDs access to climate finance andmandated 

Suriname to lead the charge. Sustainable forest management (SFM) is a very important policy action, 

and there has been overall structural capacity building of SFM in the country to strengthen the 

foundation for sustainable utilization of the production forest. 

 

The overall perception is that the unique condition of having still the largest area of the country covered 

with primary forest, offers opportunities to develop the forest sector on a sustainable manner, in balance 

with the preservation of the country’s unique biodiversity and the other services this precious resource 

provides. Suriname is currently at an important historical point, to define its development in the process 

of transforming the current economy into a green economy, minimizing the negative effect of the 

economic development to the environment. In this framework the aim is to increase the contribution of 

the forest sector to the national economy, the diversification of the economy and the creation of more 

green jobs.  

 

Policy actions: 

The main forest policy objective is to maintain the forest coverage of 93% and seeking a balance 

between sustainable development and nature conservation. 

 

The three main goals of the national forest policy are: 

¶ The economic goal 

¶ The socio - cultural goal 

¶ The environmental goal 

 

Legislative actions 

 

List of actions:  

¶ Updating legislative regulations and documents related to the Forest Management Act 

¶ 
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The three main legislative documents relevant for the management of forest and nature are: 

¶ The Forest Management Act; contains provisions regarding forest management, forest 

exploitation and the primary wood processing sector. 

¶ The Game Act of 1954; contains provisions regarding the protection of fauna and the 

regulation of hunting in Suriname. 

¶ The Nature Protection Act of 1954; contains provisions for the protection and conservation of 

the protected areas in Suriname. 

 

In the last five years initiatives have been taken to update the existing rules and regulations. 

Adjustments have been implemented of: 

¶ The tariff of the forest charges: Concession area fee and retribution on per m3 felled tree 

¶ The tariff of grading fee per m3  

¶ The minimum FOB-value for roundwood was increased, which lead to the increase of the 

export tax aiming to discourage the export of non-processed roundwood.  

 

Preparations have been made to evaluate a number of other subsidiary legislations of the Forest 

Management Act:  

¶ Updates will be made to all legislative documents related to the Forest Management Act in 

parallel with the upgrade in technology and efficiency of the new forestry information system 

(SFISS). This includes amongst others the legislation related to measuring, marking and 

recording of timber, transportation of forest products. 

 

The Environmental Framework Law has recently been processed by the National Parliament. This Law 

will provide a framework for all environmental and forest related actions, including the establishment 

of an Environmental Funds.  

 

A process was started to review the Nature Conservation Act, which needs to be continued and 

finalized. 

 

 (ii) Institutional actions 

List of actions: 

¶ Establishment of thePolicy Unit Coordination Environment within the Cabinet of the President 

¶ Intention towards institutional transformation within the forest sector, which will result in the 

setup and operation of a Forest and Nature Management Authority  

¶ Strengthening the existing institutions 

 

Description of Actions 

Following national institutions are implementing or supporting the forest related policies:  

¶ Within the Cabinet of the President, ”Coordination Environment”, was established as a Policy 

Unit for environmental issues. 

¶ The Ministry of Spatial Planning Land and Forest Management (RGB) is responsible for the 

implementation of forest policy in Suriname. The forest management institutions within this 
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¶ Increase the efficiency of logging and timber processing 

 

Description of actions: 

SBB is coordinating the establishment of the NFMS. The principles for this NFMS are: the national 

ownership, multipurpose character, it’s adjustability to a dynamic environment, the phased approach, 

accessibility of data and transparency and its cost-efficiency (NFMS Roadmap, 2016). This NFMS 

includes:  

¶ The Satellite Land Monitoring System (SLMS) providing yearly wall-to-wall forest cover and 

deforestation maps, biannual drivers of deforestation maps, and every five years Land 

Use/Cover Maps, mangrove and mangrove change maps. All data prepared by the SLMS is 

presented and downloadable on www.gonini.org

http://www.gonini.org/
http://www.gonini.org/
http://www.sfiss.sbb.sr/
http://www.sfiss.sbb.sr/
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Participation in regional mapping efforts:  

¶ Suriname through SBB contributes to mapping activities within the Amazon Forest and within 

the Guiana Shield where regional maps on forest cover and deforestation have been produced. 

These regional efforts have strengthened the national capacities significantly.  

 

Participation in regional and global studies related to Sustainable Forest Management:  

¶ Center for Agricultural Research in Suriname CELOS has participated in a regional study to 

assess the impacts of the silvicultural intervention of liberating future crop trees on ensuring the 

future timber harvest.  

¶ 
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  Global forest goal 2 and associated targets5 
 

 

 Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the 

livelihoods of forest-dependent people 
 

 Associated targets 
 

2.1 Extreme poverty for all forest-dependent people is eradicated  

2.2 Increase the access of small-scale forest enterprises, in particular in developing countries, to financial 

services, including affordable credit, and their integration into value chains and markets  

2.3 The contribution of forests and trees to food security is significantly increased 

2.4 The contribution of forest industry, other forest-based enterprises and forest ecosystem services to 

social, economic and environmental development, among other things, is significantly increased 

2.5 
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organisations of traditional authorities in collaboration with NGO’s. Some of this work is 

represented in the PhD thesis of Ramirez (2019).6 

 

Strengthen capacities of communities in business development, sustainable agricultural and 

forestry practices 

A number of training programs were organized by NGO’s in collaboration with governmental 

institutions (such as the Ministry of LVV the Ministry of Regional Development, the Ministry 

of Trade and Industry, SBB) and private organizations to build capacity in sustainable 

practices. 

 

Pilot programs to develop market chains for NWFP developed 

Within the last years market chains for the following NWTPs were developed or further 

strengthened by communities supported by NGO’s and academic institutions for amongst 

others oils from Carapa sp., Astrocarium, stingless bee honey, Brazilian nuts, açai. These 

experiences can be used to further build larger scale production and marketing processes of 

these and other NWTP’s.  

 

Study on innovative economic opportunities:  

Within the REDD+ Readiness program, a study on innovative economic opportunities has 

been initiated.  

 

Establishment of Safeguard Information System (SIS) and Environmental and Social 

Monitoring Framework  within the National REDD+ Readiness program: The  SIS and 

ESMF allow for a framework that provides the possibility the test REDD+ project proposals 

and project implementations with predefined and validated social and environmental  

indicators.  These frameworks are currently established in a collaborative manner. 

 

 (b) What other action is being taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil 

society or others) in your country in support of the achievement of goal 2?  

 

 

 (c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

The actions will support the development of the total Surinamese community and the forest 

based communities in particularly, through job creation, income generation.  

 

 (d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 2 in your country?  

 

Weak infrastructure and education system within the often remote forest based communities 

makes an effective and efficient participation and a fair benefit sharing more challenging.  

 

                                                           
6 https://www.tropenbos.org/file.php/2316/phdthesislocalvoicessoiramirez-gomez-low.pdf 
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 (e) 
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   Global forest goal 3 and associated targets7 
 

 

 Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably 

managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests  
 

 Associated targets 
 

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective 

area-based conservation measures is significantly increased  

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased  

3.3 The proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests is significantly increased  

 

 Questions on goal 3 
 

3. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector, 

communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of 

targets 3.1–3.3?  

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum 

of 250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or 

completed. 

 

 (i) Legislative and policy actions 

List of actions 

¶ Formulation of a National Mangrove strategy 

¶ New areas are proposed for protection 

¶ Process ongoing on new Nature Conservation Law 

¶ Since 1 June 2019 no permissions for unplanned logging activities are granted 

anymore 

¶ 
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250000m³ to 1000000 m³ per year). This imposes a major challenge for the existing 

institutions.  

  

(ii) Institutional actions 

List of actions 

¶ Establishment of the Policy Unit Coordination Environment within the Cabinet of the 

President 

¶ Steps towards institutional transformation within the forest sector, resulting in the 

setup and operational of a Forest and Nature Management Authority 

¶ Strengthening the existing institutions 

¶ Reestablishment of the MAFOSUR-platform (Mangrove for Suriname) 

 

Description of actions 

The Ministry of Spatial Planning Land and Forest Management (RGB) is responsible for the 

implementation of forest policy in Suriname, including the management of the protected areas. 

The institutions for the management of the protected areas within this Ministry are: 

● Forest Service (LBB), of which the Nature Conservation Division (NB) is responsible 

for the conservation and sustainable utilization of biodiversity and the forest and is 

also responsible for the management of the protected areas and wildlife. 

● The Foundation for Nature Conservation (STINASU), is responsible for the 

promotion of ecotourism, nature education and nature research. 

 

The National Institute for Environment and Research is responsible for the implementation of 

the Draft Environmental Framework Bill (currently being discussed within the National 

Parliament) and the REDD+ Readiness process. 

 

Other governmental institutions involved with forestry issues:  

¶ The Ministry of Natural Resources and it’s technical institution the Geological Mining 

Service 

¶ The Ministry of Regional Development, who is responsible for the development of the 

forest communities 

There are 11 nature reserves, 1 nature park and 2 special protected areas in Suriname. The 

total area of these protected areas is 2.1 million ha, which is 13% of the total land cover. 

 

The MAFOSUR platform was revived. composed of governmental and civil society 

participants to discuss mangrove forest related activities and actions. 

 

 (iii) Financial actions 

List of actions 

¶ Formulation of a GEF-7 proposal focussing on sustainable forest management and 

conservation 

¶ Inclusion of Sustainable Forest Management and conservation in the NDC and within 

the National REDD+ Strategy.  

¶ Formulation of a GCF proposal focusing on timber processing 
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Description of actions 

The country is very committed to continue being the most forested country in the world. 

Within that framework a number of large proposals are currently being formulated aiming for 

investments within the country’s structures to support Sustainable Forest Management and 

conservation.  

 

 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

List of actions 

¶ Implementation of the Sustainable Forestry Information System Suriname (SFISS) and 

optimization of the internal operational procedures and capacity strengthening within 

the SBB 

¶ Research to assess the impact of different types of logging on the carbon emissions 

¶ Training in preharvest planning for ca.100 technicians from the private sector and 

communities 

 

Description of actions 

With SFISS (described also above- Goal 1) it is possible to track the logs from the stump to the 

final destination using innovative technology. The system provides an excellent framework for 

discouraging illegal logging. During the coming years, the system will be further developed so 

that it can also be used as an instrument to promote sustainable forest management. It can also 

provide a framework for national certification purposes, allowing for an objective scoring of 

the forestry operations. While the implementation of SFISS is carried out in parallel with the 

improvement of SBB’s operational procedure, this system also requires structural 

strengthening of the capacity of SBB staff, in particular the forest guards. An internal training 

program has been started and will be continued over the coming years.  

 

To implement the use of SFISS, but especially to carry out a preharvest planning before 
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   Global forest goal 4 and associated targets8 
 

 

 Mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for the 

implementation of sustainable forest management and strengthen scientific and technical 

cooperation and partnerships  
 

 Associated targets 
 

4.1 Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest 

management and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, 

including for conservation and reforestation  

4.2 Forest-related financing from all sources at all levels, including public (national, bilateral, multilateral 

and triangular), private and philanthropic financing, is significantly increased  

4.3
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allocate their funds where impact will be greatest, thereby focusing on countries where forests are 

already disappearing. The HFLD countries, however, have opted for another approach based on 

sustainable development in harmony with nature. 

 

Increased forest financing: Beside the above-mentioned larger forestry related funds to support the 

national initiatives, also other organiz

http://www.gonini.org/
http://www.gonini.org/
http://www.sbbsur.com/
http://www.sbbsur.com/
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Global forest goal 5 and associated targets9 
 

 

 Promote governance frameworks to implement sustainable forest management, including 

through the United Nations forest instrument, and enhance the contribution of forests to the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development  
 

 Associated targets  
 

5.1 Number of countries that have integrated forests into their national sustainable development plans 

and/or poverty reduction strategies is significantly increased 

5.2 Forest law enforcement and governance are enhanced, including through significantly strengthening 

national and subnational forest authorities, and illegal logging and associated trade are significantly 

reduced worldwide  

5.3 National and subnational forest-related policies and programmes are coherent, coordinated and 

complementary across ministries, departments and authorities, consistent with national laws, and engage 

relevant stakeholders, local communities and indigenous peoples, fully recognizing the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

5.4 Forest-related issues and the forest sector are fully integrated into decision-making processes 

concerning land use planning and development 

 

 Questions on goal 5 
 

5. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal 5 and its associated 

targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below. 

¶ Full integration of forest in the National Development Plan 2017-2021 

¶ Launch of the Sustainable Forestry Information System Suriname (SFISS) 

¶ Formulation of the Environmental Framework Bill  

-  

- Within the development plan 2017-2021, it is indicated that the country will work on attracting further 

investments committed to increase reductions of greenhouse gas emissions, using energy and other 

resources more efficiently, and minimizing the loss of biodiversity and damage to ecosystems. The 

policy of the government is to maintain the forest coverage of 93%, while increasing the contribution of 

the forests to the economy and welfare or this generation and future generations, in the course of which 

the preservation of the biodiversity has been preserved. This will be achieved by increasing the income 

of timber production, by stimulating markets for non-timber forest products, more added value by 

facilitating wood processing and by realizing ecosystem services. 

-  

Forest is t
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With the launch of the Sustainable Forestry Information System Suriname (SFISS) in July 2019, 

Suriname has committed to combat illegal logging and promote sustainable forest management. While 

the current traceability system provides already for the framework to verify the origin of every log, the 

increased timber production and the 
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 Progress towards target 5.3 
 

 (e) Are mechanisms in place to ensure cross-sectoral coordination among government agencies?  

տ Yes  տ No 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words: 

There is structural dialogue between the Ministry of Physical Planning, Land and Forest Management 

(Min RGB) and the other ministries within the Council of Ministers held on a weekly basis. 

The technical work arm of the Min RGB, the SBB has regular meetings (1x per month) with the 

technical experts of the Ministry of Regional Development, Ministry of Natural Resources (and the 

related technical institution), The Cabinet of the President through the Coordination Environment 

Policy Unit and the NIMOS. Additionally, ad hoc meetings are being held with other Governmental 

agencies depending on relevant topics.  

The appointment of the National Environment Commission is still pending. This commission will be 

established under the Environmental Framework Bill and will provide for a structural dialogue between 

the different departments. Under this Commission, workgroups on different environmental themes will 

also be established, including experts and civil society representatives.   

On a technical level there has been an ad hoc interdepartmental workgroup, jointly producing Land 

Use/Cover maps and strengthening the technical capacity of the participants. This has been closely 

related to the work done within the NFMS. All these data are

http://www.gonini.org/
http://www.gonini.org/
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 Progress towards target 5.4 
 

 (g) Are mechanisms in place to involve the forest sector in cross-sectoral coordination among 

government agencies in charge of land use planning and development?  

տ Yes  տ No 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words: 

There is structural dialogue between the Ministry of Physical Planning, Land and Forest Management 
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   Global forest goal 6 and associated targets10 
 

 

 Enhance cooperation, coordination, coherence and synergies on forest-related issues at all 

levels, including within the United Nations system and across member organizations of the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests, as well as across sectors and relevant stakeholders  
 

Note: targets 6.1 and 6.2 are not included in this section of the reporting format as they address actions 

taken by the international community, and not those taken at the national level 

 

 Associated targets 
 

6.3 Cross-sectoral coordination and cooperation to promote sustainable forest management and halt 

deforestation and forest degradation are significantly enhanced at all levels  

6.4 A greater common understanding of the concept of sustainable forest management is achieved and an 

associated set of indicators is identified 

6.5 The input and involvement of major groups and other relevant stakeholders in the implementation of 

the strategic plan and in the work of the Forum, including intersessional work, is strengthened 

 

  

 Questions on goal 6 

 

6. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal 6 and its associated 

targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below.  

 

On local and national level, SBB collaborates with: 

¶ the Nature Division of Min RGB, responsible for management of the protected areas. 

¶ the Ministry of Justice and Police, the Districts Commissioners, the Ministry of 

Regional Development, the Harbour and the Police force on the follow up of specific 

offenses.  

¶ All academic institutions implementing forest research e.g. the Center for Agricultural 

Research in Suriname (CELOS), The National Herbarium, The National Zoological 

Collection.  

(more detailed information on local and national collaboration in previous goals). 

 

On international level, there is collaboration with: 

¶ the Structures of the UNFCCC (including the Coalition for Rainforest Nations and the 

Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) of the World Bank supporting the REDD+ 

Readiness program  

¶ the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) supporting two large SFM related programs  

¶ Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza (CATIE) form Costa Rica 

¶ The University of Hamburg 

¶ The University of  Florida 

                                                           
10

  Goal 6 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, target 17.14 of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and are supported by paragraphs 6 ( 

b), (c), (g), (m) and (w) and 7 (r) and (s) of the United Nations forest instrument. 
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¶ The Institute for Space Research (INPE), EMBRAPA, IBAMA and the forest service 

(SFB) from Brazil 

¶ The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) 

¶ The forest service from France (French Guyana) (ONF) 

¶ the Guyana Forestry Commission (GFC) 

¶ The IRD and ONFi from France. 

 

Through the communication on the results of the large environmental projects, the new up-to-

date national data available through the NFMS and the increased pressure of the drivers of 

deforestation and forest degradation nationally the interest and awareness on the importance of 

forest has risen. Nevertheless there is a need for more balanced and in depth information 

brought to the general public, also in the forest dependent communities.   
 

 

 (b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating 

to goal 6, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far 

As was already mentioned under Goal 1, Suriname was mandated by the group of High Forest 

Cover Low Deforestation developing countries to achieve their objectives on increasing access 

to international climate finance.  
 

 

 Progress towards target 6.4 (criteria and indicators)  
 

 (c) Are criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management used in your country? 

տ Yes  տ No 

If yes, please specify which sets are used: 

տ National or subnational 

տ Regional or international11 

տ Other (please specify): 

 

For which of the following purposes are they used? (Multiple answers possible) 

տ To generate information for national reports on forest conditions and management 

տ 
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 Progress towards target 6.4 (communication and awareness) 

 

 (d) Since 2015, have actions been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, 

civil society or others) in your country to communicate and promote a greater understanding and 

awareness of sustainable forest management?  

տ Yes  տ No 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words: 

The communication division of the SBB is implementing the communication plan regarding sustainable 

forest management in the country.  There are awareness activities on a structural basis through radio, 

television and newspapers to inform broad public regarding the importance of sustainable utilization of 

the forest and the conservation of the forest. The SBB has also a website as a tool to provide forestry 

related information to the public, including students, national and international institutions.  

  



Page | 32 

 

Please provide a brief description: 

 (b) What action has been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil 

society or others) in your country in observance of the International Day of Forests?  

տ Cultural activities (for example, art, music, film and theatre) 

տ Educational activities (for example, workshops and symposiums) 

տ Media activities (for example, newspapers, magazines, television and radio) 

տ Social media activities 

տ Other 

Please provide two to three examples and, if possible, a weblink or weblinks to relevant documentation: 

https://www.facebook.com/SBBSUR/ 

https://www.facebook.com/reddplussuriname/ 

http://sbbsur.com/ 

 

 Success stories 
 

8. Do you have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan 

for forests 2017–2030 in your country? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as 

weblinks, publications and articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals and 

targets and specifying which goals and targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success 

stories. 
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https://www.facebook.com/SBBSUR/
https://www.facebook.com/SBBSUR/
https://www.facebook.com/reddplussuriname/
https://www.facebook.com/reddplussuriname/
http://sbbsur.com/
http://sbbsur.com/
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6.  Proportion of 

forest area 

disturbed 

3. Forest health and 

vitality 

Percentage 

of forest area 

2 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  

Measures progress towards target 

1.4 of the United Nations 

strategic plan for forests 2017–

2030 

7.  Area of 

degraded forest 

3. Forest health and 

vitality 

Hectares 3 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  

Measures progress towards target 

1.3 of the United Nations 

strategic plan for forests 2017–

2030. Linkages with target 15.3 

of the Sustainable Development 

Goals, as well as Aichi 

Biodiversity Target 15. Linkages 

to strategic objective 1 of the 10-

year strategic plan and framework 

to enhance the implementation of 

the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification in Those 

Countries Experiencing Serious 

Drought and/or Desertification, 

Particularly in Africa (2008–

2018), and the United Nations 

Framework Convention on 

Climate Change 

8. Above-ground 

biomass stock 

in forest 

4. Productive 

function of forest 

resources 

Tons per 

hectare  

1 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  

Measures progress towards target 

15.2 of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and 

targets 1.2 and 2.5 of the United 

Nations strategic plan for forests 

2017–2030, as well as Aichi 

Biodiversity Target 7. 

Subindicator of Sustainable 

Development Goal indicator 

15.2.1 

9. Volume of wood 

removals 
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11. Forest area 

with a 

designated 

management 

objective to 

maintain and 

enhance its 

protective 

functions  

5. Protective 

function of forest 
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