No. 1611.4/66 Royal Forest Department
61 Phaholyothin Rd., Chatuchak District
Bangkok 10900, Thailand
Tel.66-25614292 ext 5037
Fax.66-25614292 ext 5673
www.forest.go.th

14 November B.E.2562 (2019)

Dear UNFF Secretariat,

Subject: Submission of Voluntary National Communications of Thailand

Please refer to your email dated 6 November 2019 reminding UNFF Focal Point
Thailand to submit Voluntary National Communications (VNCs) Report to UNFF Secretariat
for assessing progress towards implementation of the UNSPF and will provide the basis for the
“flagship publication” to be released in 2021.

In this connection, we are pleased to submit the VNCs of Thailand for your
consideration. Please find the reports that are attached via the email to UNFF Secretariat.

Thank you very much for your support and please be assured of our full cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

(Mr. Sapol Boonsermsuk)
Director of International Forestry



Country: Thailand

Date of submission: 30 November 2019

Format for reporting on progress towards the implementation of the United Nations
strategic plan for forests 2017-2030, the United Nations forest instrument and
voluntary national contributions!

1. The format is structured around the global forest goals and targets of the United Nations strategic plan
for forests 2017-2030 and builds on the format previously used for reporting to the United Nations Forum
on Forests at its eleventh session. It is largely narrative, reflecting the qualitative nature of many of the
targets.

2. Only information that is not currently provided to the member organizations of the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests or that is not in other international databases is requested. The information submitted
will be supplemented with quantitative data, among other things, from the following international data
providers:

(a) Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Global Forest Resources
Assessment/collaborative forest resources questionnaires, Forest Europe, Economic Commission for
Europe, International Tropical Timber Organization, Montreal Process and Observatory for the Forests of
Central Africa;

(b) Reports on the state of the world’s forests, produced every two years by FAO;
(c) Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat;
(d)
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(c) In view of the cross-cutting nature of issues relating to forests and sustainable forest
management, to consult experts from relevant national ministries, such as those of the environment,
economic development, finance and agriculture, in completing the reporting format and to consult the
national focal points for the forest resources assessments, the Rio Conventions secretariats, other member
organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, criteria and indicators processes, and relevant
stakeholders, where applicable. Members may also wish to consult stakeholders when preparing their
report.

4. The year 2015 is used as a baseline.

5. Where possible, all terms used herein are consistent with the terms and definitions used by the FAO
Global Forest Resources Assessment.

6. Wherever possible, please indicate the source of information or provide a weblink.

General information

National focal point

Name: Mr. PREECHA ONGPRASERT

Title: Director of General Administration Division

Address: International Forestry Foreign Affairs Office, 61 Paholyothin
Road, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 Thailand

Organization: Royal Forest Department

Telephone: +662 5614292 Ext. 5034

Email: Preecha_ong@yahoo.com

Person to contact concerning the
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Global forest goal 1 and associated targets?

Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, including
protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest
degradation and contribute to the global effort of addressing climate change

Associated targets
1.1 Forest area is increased by 3 per cent worldwide®
1.2 The world’s forest carbon stocks are maintained or enhanced

1.3 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt
deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally

1.4 The resilience and adaptive capacity of all types of forests to natural disasters and the impact of climate
change is significantly strengthened worldwide

Questions on goal 1

1. (@ Since 2015,4 what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector,
communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of targets
1.1-1.4?

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum of
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(ii) Institutional actions

List of actions:

1. Totally 147,514 ha of rehabilitated of degraded forests and forest plantations were made
during 2015-2019. Detail is listed below
1.1 More than
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(b) How do the actions listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest
instrument?

(c) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 1 in your country?

(d) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating
to goal 1, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.

(e) Any additional comments on goal 1:

Global forest goal 2 and associated targets®

Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the
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Associated targets
2.1 Extreme poverty for all forest-dependent people is eradicated

2.2 Increase the access of small-scale forest enterprises, in particular in developing countries, to financial
services, including affordable credit, and their integration into value chains and markets

2.3 The contribution of forests and trees to food security is significantly increased

2.4 The contribution of forest industry, other forest-based enterprises and forest ecosystem services to
social, economic and environmental development, among other things, is significantly increased

2.5
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(ii) Institutional actions

(iii) Financial actions
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(iv) Technical and scientific actions
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Global forest goal 3 and associated targets®

Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably
managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests

Associated targets

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective area-
based conservation measures is significantly increased

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased
3.3 The proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests is significantly increased
Questions on goal 3

3. (@ Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector,
communities, civil society or others) in you
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(if) Institutional actions

List of actions:

1. During 2015-2018, totally 132,680 of degraded forest areas and new forest plantations were
rehabilitated and established (Target: 760,825 ha to be rehabilitated in 2037).

2. Approximately 12,618 ha of new protected areas under the management of National Park
Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP)are now under the preparation stage of
establishment

3. Strictly law enforcement has been implemented to ensure protected area secure from
illegal encroachments

(iii) Financial actions
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(iv) Technical and scientific actions

List of actions:

1. The amount of wood products from sustainably managed plantation forests under
the management of Forest Industry Organization (F1O) has been increasing
significantly. The successful comes from the application of deploying sustainable forest
plantation management scheme from global standard approaches such as Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) and other international standard schemes.

2. Information technology has been deployed for ensuring effectiveness of protected
area management

Description of actions

1. From 2015-2018, it is found that wood productions from sustainable forest management of
Forest Industry Organization (FIO) plantations were increasing approximately 14,000
cubic meters per year or 8.56% per year in total comparing to the previous production
amount.

(oReNPAN UL BEIRR, AT DAL CEHR B bl Privte sector, communites, civi society or

(c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest instrument?
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4.3 North-South, South-South, North-North and triangular cooperation and public-private partnerships on
science, technology and innovation in the forest sector are significantly enhanced and increased

4.4 The number of countries that have developed and implemented forest financing strategies and have
access to financing from all sources is significantly increased

4.5 The collection, availability and accessibility of forest-related information is improved through, for
example, multidisciplinary scientific assessments

Questions on goal 4
4. (a)
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1. The state-own organization such as Forest Industry Organization (FI1O) received
financial support from the government to establish economic forest within both state
lands and private properties. Totally 2.6 m USD was supported from the government
for managing sustainable forest plantation under FIO during 2015-2018.

2. During 2017-2019, more than 1.16 m USD was allocated to farmers to plant valuable
trees within their farms. The program is managed by Forest Industry Organization
(F10).

Progress towards targets 4.1 and 4.2

(c) Since 2015, has your country (the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society or
others) been able to mobilize significantly increased financial resources for the implementation of
sustainable forest management?

Yes
If yes, please specify the sources:
Public domestic funding

Private domestic funding: Through Cooperates Social Responsibility (CSR) program conducted
by business companies in Thailand

Public international funding, including official development assistance: , many small and up to large
scale project implementations in Thailand have been supported by ITTO, FAO, APFNet, GEF, JICA,
AFo0CO, etc.

Private international funding

Blended financing
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Questions on goal 5

5 (@) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal 5 and its associated
targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below.

1. Thailand shows strongly support to UNSPF especially Goal 5 through the establishment of
UNSPF Mobilizing Committee including to make a linkage and integrate UNSPF into the
new National Forest Policy.

(b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to goal 5,
please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.
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Cross —sectoral coordination is now becoming to ensure the achievement of policy implementations
and mobilize the integrated task force to get the job done. Some examples of relevant cross-sectoral
coordination are given here.

1. National Land Policy Committee has been set up in order to coordinate among the land
use authority agencies such as Department of Land, Royal Forest Department,

(f) What types of mechanism are in place to involve stakeholders in forest/ sustainable forest
management
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Progress towards target 5.4

(9) Are mechanisms in place to involve the forest sector in cross-sectoral coordination among
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Questions on goal 6
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Progress towards target 6.4 (criteria and indicators)
(c) Avre criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management used in your country?
Yes
If yes, please specify which sets are used:

National

For which of the following purposes are they used? (Multiple answers possible)
To generate information for national reports on forest conditions and management
To monitor and assess forest conditions and management
To review and develop national forest policies and tools for sustainable forest management

To communicate with society and carry out dialogue with stakeholders
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Progress towards target 6.5

(e) Have actions been taken by your Government to involve major groups and other relevant
stakeholders in the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030?

Yes

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:

Other questions

7. (@) Since 2015, has your country taken action to promote gender equality in the forest sector?
Yes

If yes, please indicate action taken with regard to the following:
Women’s effective access to the control and use of forest resources
Women’s effective participation in decision-making at the household and community levels
Women’s effective participation and representation in forest management institutions

Other

Please provide a brief description:
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(b) What action has been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society
or others) in your country in observance of the International Day of Forests?

Cultural activities (for example, art, music, film and theatre)

Educational act
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Annex Il

Draft global core set of forest-
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Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera Data supplier Linkages to globally agreed goals and targets
7. Areaof 3. Forest health and Hectares 3 FAO Global  Measures progress towards target
degraded forest vitality Forest 1.3 of the United Nations strategic
Resources plan for forests 2017-2030.
Assessment Linkages with target 15.3 of the

Sustainable Development Goals,
as well as Aichi Biodiversity
Target 15. Linkages to st
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Indicator

Thematic element Unit

Tiera

Data supplier

Linkages to globally agreed goals and targets

17.

18.

Existence of
national or
subnational
forest
assessment
process

7. Legal, policy and References
institutional
framework

1

FAO Global
Forest
Resources
Assessment

Measures progress towards target
4.5 of the United Nations strategic
plan for forests 2017-2030
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