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 Institutions involved in the preparation of the national report  
 

Institution(s):  

Address:  

Email:  
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 (i) Legislative and policy actions  
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 (b) How do the actions listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (c) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 1 in your country?  

 

 

 (d) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 1, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  
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 (i) Legislative and policy actions  

 

 

 (ii) Institutional actions 

 

 

  

List of actions:  

i. Publication of the Guidelines on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 

Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (Access and Benefit Sharing Guidelines), in line 

with the Nagoya Protocol  (2017) (2.5) 

ii. Advancing International Forestry Cooperation Projects (2.1, 2.2 and 2.4) 

Description of actions:  

i. The Japanese government compiled a draft of the Guidelines on Access to Genetic 

Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (ABS 

Guidelines) in 2017.  The ABS Guidelines came into force, following the Diet’s ratification of the 

Nagoya Protocol, leading to depositing the instruments of ratification. 

ii. Through Japan’s official development assistance, the Japanese government promotes 

international forestry projects, with the aim of developing business models that create 

economic value at every layer in the supply chain, from upstream to downstream, using forest 

resources sustainably.  These models are then, introduced across developing countries. 

List of actions:  

i. Promulgation and enforcement of an edict on general design methods of buildings using 

cross laminated timber (CLT) (2016)  

ii. Establishment of the Forest Service Industry Review Committee (2019) (2.4)  

 

Description of actions:  

i. Issuance of an edict on the general design methods of buildings using CLT. In January 2017, 

the Liaison Council of Relevant Ministries and Agencies on the Promotion of CLT Utilization 

announced the so-called New Roadmap for the Promotion of CLT, with an aim to stimulate 

further demand. 

ii. Responding to emerging demand for forests in education, health and tourism, the 

government established the Forest-related Service Industry Review Committee, in order to 

consider policy direction in creating and promoting forest-related services industry and 

employment/ income opportunities for local communities. 
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 (iii) Financial actions 

 

 

 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 

 

  

List of actions:  

 

Description of actions:  

List of actions:  

- Development and testing of a method to quantitatively evaluate the status of biodiversity in 

national forests, with a view to developing a mechanism of quantitative assessments (2015) 

(2.5)  

Description of actions:  

- 
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 Global forest goal 3 and associated targets6 
 

 

 Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably 

managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests  
 

 Associated targets 
 

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective area -

based conservation measures is significantly increased  

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased  

3.3 The proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests is significantly increased  

 

 Questions on goal 3 
 

3. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector, 

communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of targets 

3.1–3.3?  

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum of 

250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or completed.  

 

  

                                                           
 6  Goal 3 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets  7.2, 12.2, 

12.6, 12.7, 14.2, 14.5, 15.2 and 15.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi Biodiversity 

Targets 7, 11, 12 and 16, and are supported by paragraphs 6 (p), (q) and (x) and 7 (f) and (g) of the United 

Nations forest instrument. 
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 (iii)
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 (d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 3 in your country?  

 

 

 (e) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 3, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 

 

 (f) Any additional comments on goal 3:  

 

 

 

 

  

The proportion of privately-owned forests with forest management plans remain relatively low 

(at about 30% as of March 2018), due to aging of forest owners and difficulty of identifying 

ownership and boundaries of forest properties following inheritance procedures.  

 

N/A 
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 Global forest goal 4 and associated targets7  
 

 

 Mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for the 

implementation of sustainable forest management and strengthen scientific and technical cooperation 

and partnerships  
 

 Associated targets 
 

4.1 Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management 

and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for 

conservation and reforestation  

4.2 Forest-related financing from all sources at all levels, including public (national, bilateral, multilateral 

and triangular), private and philanthropic financing, is significantly increased  

4.3 North-South, South-South, North-North and triangular cooperation and public-private partnerships on 

science, technology and innovation in the forest sector are significantly enhanced and increased  

4.4 The number of countries that have developed and implemented forest financing strategies and have access 

to financing from all sources is significantly increased  

4.5 The collection, availability and accessibility of forest-related information is improved through, for 

example, multidisciplinary scientific assessments  

 

                                                           
 7  Goal 4 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets  12.a, 15.7, 

15.a, 15.b, 17.1–17.3, 17.6, 17.7 and 17.16–17.19 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi 

Biodiversity Target 19, and are supported by paragraphs 6 (h), (i), (m), (r) and (s) and 7 (a)–(c) and (l)–(q) of 

the United Nations forest instrument.  
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 Questions on goal 4 
 

4. (a)  
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ᵟ Private international funding  

ᵟ Blended financing  

 

Please describe the main challenges in mobilizing funds in a maximum of 250 words:  

 

 

 

  

 Progress towards target 4.3 
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■ Forest degradation and rehabilitation  

■ Scientific cooperation 

■ Forest monitoring/data collection  

■ Technology transfer and capacity development  

■ Production of timber or non-timber products 

ᵟ Other (please specify): 

 

 Progress towards target 4.4 
 

 (e) Since 2015, has your Government developed or implemented financing strategies to achieve 

sustainable forest management and to implement the United Nations forest instrument?  

ᵟ Yes ■ No 

If yes, what is the time frame for these strategies (multiple answers possible, if there is more than one 

strategy)? 

ᵟ 2–5 years 

ᵟ 5–10 years 

ᵟ 10–20 years 

ᵟ More than 20 years  
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 Global forest goal 5 and associated targets8 
 

 

 Promote governance frameworks to implement sustainable forest management, including through 

the United Nations forest instrument, and enhance the contribution of forests to the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development  
 

 Associated targets  
 

5.1 Number of countries that have integrated forests into their national sustainable development plans and/or 

poverty reduction strategies is significantly increased  

5.2 Forest law enforcement and governance are enhanced, including through significantly strengthening 

national and subnational forest authorities, and illegal logging and associated trade are significantly reduced 

worldwide  

5.3 National and subnational forest-related policies and programmes are coherent, coordinated and 

complementary across ministries, departments and authorities, consistent with national laws, and engage 

relevant stakeholders, local communities and indigenous peoples, fully recognizing the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  

5.4 Forest-related issues and the forest sector are fully integrated into decision-making processes concerning 

land use planning and development 

  

                                                           
 8  Goal 5 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement, among other things, of targets  1.4, 2.4, 

5.a, 15.9, 15.c, 16.3, 16.5–16.7, 16.10 and 17.14 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets 2 and 3, and are supported by paragraphs 6 (a), (c), (k), (l), (n) and (w) and 7 (c) and 

(h)–(j) of the United Nations forest instrument.  
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ᵟ Poverty reduction strategies 

 

 Progress towards target 5.2 
 

 (d) Since 2015, has your Government taken steps to prevent and reduce illegal international 

trafficking in forest products, wildlife and other biological resources?  

■ Yes  ᵟ No 

If yes, please specify the type of action:  

■ New legislation 

ᵟ Improved enforcement of existing legislation 

ᵟ Export controls 

ᵟ Import controls 

ᵟ Bilateral agreements between exporting/importing countries  

ᵟ Other action, for example, public procurement policies and public -private partnerships. Please list below:  

 Progress towards target 5.3 
 

 (e) Are mechanisms in place to ensure cross-sectoral coordination among government agencies?  

■ Yes  ᵟ No 
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-Recognizing that forest and forestry have multifunctional roles linked to the environment, 

society and economy, the government is legally mandated to draft the Basic Plan for Forest 

and Forestry under a mechanism involving coordination among various relevant ministries.   

In other policy matters where the jurisdiction lies with other ministries and agencies, but 

where forests are involved, the Forestry Agency of Japan participates in various forms of policy 

coordination. 

- The following examples illustrate cooperation and coordination of the Forestry Agency of 

Japan with other ministries and agencies in implementing forest-linked measures: 

- Driftwood disaster measures:  w/ Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism;  

-  CLT dissemination: w/ Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism,  

- Promotion of timber use in public buildings:  w/ Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, 

Transport and Tourism; 

- Revision of structural design standards for wooden school buildings: w/ Ministry of 

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology; 

- 
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 Global forest goal 6 and associated targets9  
 

 

 Enhance cooperation, coordination, coherence and synergies on forest-related issues at all levels, 

including within the United Nations system and across member organizations of the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests, as well as across sectors and relevant stakeholders  
 

Note: targets 6.1 and 6.2 are not included in this section of the reporting format as they address actions taken 

by the international community, and not those taken at the national level  

 

 Associated targets 
 

6.3 Cross-sectoral coordination and cooperation to promote sustainable forest management and halt 

deforestation and forest degradation are significantly enhanced at all levels 
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■ Yes  ᵟ No 

If yes, please specify which sets are used: 

ᵟ National or subnational 

■ Regional or international10  

■ Other (please specify): FSC, PEFC, SGEC (domestic, non-governmental certification system)  

 

For which of the following purposes are they used? (Multiple answers possible)  

■ To generate information for national reports on forest conditions and management  

■ To monitor and assess forest conditions and management 

■ To review and develop national forest policies and tools for sustainable forest management  

■ To communicate with society and carry out dialogue with stakeholders  

■ To report on forests to regional and international organizations (please specify): 

 

  

 Progress towards target 6.4 (communication and awareness)  
 

 (d) Since 2015, have actions been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil 

society or others) in your country to communicate and promote a greater understanding and awareness of 

sustainable forest management?  

■ Yes  ᵟ No 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:  

 

 

 Progress towards target 6.5 
 

 (e) Have actions been taken by your Government to involve major groups and other relevant 

stakeholders in the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017 –2030?  

                                                           
 10  For instance, those used by the International Tropical Timber Organization, Forest Europe, the Montreal 

Process and the Tarapoto Proposal on Criteria and Indicators for Susta inability of Amazonian Forests.  

- Japan annually reports on trends in the forest sector, including forest industry developments 

and measures taken by the government, through the White Paper on Forest and Forestry.
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■ Yes  ᵟ No 

 

 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:  

 

 

  

- The Forestry Policy Council, an advisory body of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries, was established to deliberate on matters such as the formulation of the Basic Plan 

for Forest and Forestry and the White Paper on Forest and Forestry.  Members are appointed 

by various stakeholders, including local governments, academics, members from the forest, 

forestry and timber industries, private companies, consumer groups and citizens.  

- Whenever laws, regulations and important policies are established/ amended, the 

government seeks public comments, in accordance with the rules of the Administrative 

Procedure Act. 
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ᵟ Social media activities 

ᵟ Other 

Please provide two to three examples and, if possible, a weblink or weblinks to relevant documentation:  

 

 

 Success stories 
 

 

  

- The Forestry Agency of Japan, along with other stakeholders, as part of the Executive 

Committee for the International Day of Forests, organizes tree plantings and cultural exchange 

events in Tokyo each year.  These events are open to participatio 139.46  530.95 424.n3(arv.ET
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8. Do you have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for 

forests 2017–2030 in your country? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as 

weblinks, publications and articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals a nd targets 

and specifying which goals and targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success story 1 

Action taken: 

Implementation of the afforestation campaign 

Goals and targets addressed: 

1.1, 1.2, 2.4, 3.3 

Outcome and results achieved: 

Japan made extraordinary strides in recovering forests that were devastated to a large extent 

during the Second World War and the postwar reconstruction era.  In the areas that were 

deforested during the postwar industrialization era, Japan conducted a national campaign of 

planting forests such as cedar and cypress en masse.  The area of planted forests has reached 

approximately 10 million hectares, which accounts for more than 20% of the total
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Success story 2 

Action taken: 

International Cooperation in Forest Conservation Technology 

Goals and targets addressed:  

1.4 

Outcome and results achieved:  

Japan is densely populated, and is short of flat inhabitable lands.  Landscapes with 

geologically fragile structures, intense rainfalls, volcanic activities and earthquakes, make 

Japan inherently prone to disasters, such as hillside failure, debris flows and landslides.  Under 

such circumstances, Japan has systematically implemented forest conservation projects, 

preserved lives, productive land and properties from mountainous disasters through 

afforestation, headwater conservation and preserving habitats. Through these efforts, the 

number of fatalities from such natural disasters has significantly declined. 

Japan’s experience in dealing with such vulnerabilities via forest conservation is shared with 

developing countries through various international cooperation efforts.  For example, through 

JICA, Japan facilitates technology transfer, such as watershed management and soil erosion 

prevention, and


