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Excellencies, delegates and colleagues,  

 

Forests in Germany are an integral part of our cultural 

landscape. They are owned by two million individuals, families 

and farmers as well as municipalities, the church and the 

federal states. They fulfil a diverse range of functions, 

simultaneously and in the same area.  

 

The principle of sustainability is firmly anchored in our forest 

legislation, our tradition and long-term experience.  

 

And this pays off in terms of manifold forest-based solutions 

to current crises:  

¶  For example, in the pandemic, 90% of the German public 

see forests as the space for experiencing nature and 

recreational visits to forests have more than doubled.  

¶  Forests preserve our biodiversity: the significant loss of 

biodiversity observed in agricultural and other landscapes 

is not occurring in our forests. 

¶  and forests and sustainable forestry contribute effectively 

and inexpensively to achieving climate neutrality: without 

them, yearly greenhouse gas emissions in Germany would 

be up to 14% higher.  

 






