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17. In paragraph 33 of the UNSPF, Members of the Forum, as members of the governing bodies of forest-related 
international, regional, and subregional organizations and processes are encouraged to promote the integration of 
the GFGs and targets into the strategies and programmes of these organizations, processes, and instruments, 
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administer the trust fund for the United Nations Forum on Forests consistent with guidance provided by the Forum; 
iii) to manage the strengthened facilitative process; iv) to promote inter-agency collaboration, including by serving 
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31. Further explanations on the activities of the UNFFS in performing its functions, as contained in ECOSOC 2015/33, 
are provided in section A, C, D, E, F, G, H and I.  

C. 
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the Forum are also encouraged to provide voluntary financial contributions to support the activities of the CPF and 
its member organizations.14 

Key developments since UNFF12 

36. In response to the provisions contained in paragraph 22 of ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 and the UNSPF, the 
CPF undertook several actions and measures to address them since UNFF12. These actions and measures include: 
(a) preparation of the new CPF Policy Document that outlines the mission, functions, membership, delivery 
mechanisms of the CPF, and the rules of procedure for the CPF15; (b) assessment of its membership and addition of 
the CITES secretariat as its new member organization; (c) development of the CPF workplan 2017-2020 16; (d) 
development of its Strategic Vision towards 2030 that contains a vision statement and strategic priorities to be 
accomplished by 203017; and (e) development of the CPF work plan 2021-202418.   

37. Furthermore, the CPF further developed and expanded its Joint Initiatives (JIs) and other joint activities 
since UNFF12, taking into account the strengths and focuses of the CPF member organizations. The JIs and other 
joint activities that have been developed and implemented include: (a) JI on Communicators’ Network; (b) JI on 
Forest Landscape Restoration; (c) JI on Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network; (d) JI on Global Forest Expert 
Panel; (e) JI on Global Forest Information Service; (f) JI on Green Finance for Sustainable Landscapes; (g) JI on 
Streamlining global forest-related reporting; (h) JI on Sustainable Wood for a Sustainable World; (i) JI on Wangari 
Maathai Forest Champion Award; (j) JI on Forest education; (k) JI on Policy learning initiative; (l) planned JI on Turning 
the Tide on Deforestation; (m) International Conference “Working across sectors to halt deforestation and increase 
forest area: from aspiration to action”; (n) joint statement on the COVID-19 pandemic “Towards sustainability: forest 
solutions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic”; and (o) joint statement on “Challenges and Opportunities in 
Turning the Tide on Deforestation”19.   

D. Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network  

Relevant provisions from ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 and UNSPF 

38. In section IV of its resolution 2015/33, the Council reiterated that there was no single solution to address all 
needs in terms of forest financing and that a combination of actions is required at all levels, by all stakeholders and 
from all sources, public and private, domestic and international, bilateral and multilateral. The Council welcomed 
the positive work carried out by the facilitative process20, and decided to upgrade and rename it the Global Forest 
Financing Facilitation Network (GFFFN). The Council also designated the UNFFS as the manager of the GFFFN21. 

39. In addition to its guidance on the work of the GFFFN, the Council requested the Forum to dŐs o
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d. 
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E. UNFF Trust Fund 

Relevant provisions from ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 and UNSPF 

47. The UNFF Trust Fund was established in 2001 to finance activities in support of the Forum from voluntary 
extrabudgetary resources. Trust Fund resources have been critical for the implementation of core activities of the 
UNFFS in support of the Forum, including its capacity development activities, travel of representatives to Forum 
meetings, staff, and consultancy costs. 

48. In section XIV of its resolution 2015/33, the ECOSOC urged donor Governments and organizations, including 
financial institutions, and others in a position to do so, to provide voluntary contributions to the UNFF Trust Fund. It 
called upon donor countries and international organizations, including financial institutions, and others in a position 
to do so, to provide financial support to the Forum Trust Fund in order to support the participation of developing 
countries, according priority to least developed countries, African States, small island developing States and 
countries with economies in transition. 

49. In accordance with paragraph 64 of the UNSPF, the Trust Fund can be used to support the activities of the 
GFFFN, and the Forum is to monitor and assess the work and performance of the GFFFN, including the availability of 
Trust Fund resources. 

Key developments since UNFF12 

50. In accordance with the quadrennial programmes of work of the Forum for 2017-2020, and 2021-2024, UNFF 
Trust Fund is an standing item in the agenda of each session of the Forum. Accordingly, the Secretariat has provided 
a report to each session of the Forum from 2017 up to now.  This annual report will continue to be submitted to 
future sessions of the Forum. Through these reports, the UNFFS has constantly kept informed Members of the Forum 
on the operation of the Trust Fund, including information on the amounts contributed during the year, the source 
of the contributions and a description of how the funds have been expended.  The Forum has also provided regular 
guidance on the operation of the UNFF Trust Fund.  

51. During the period between 2017 to 2020, an estimated S4.6 million has been contributed to the UNFF Trust 
Fund, by ten donor countries as follows: 

 
a. In 2017, five donor countries (China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, and United States of 

America) contributed to the Trust Fund, with total contributions of approximately $1.17 million, inclusive 
of programme support costs.  
 

b. In 2018, five donor countries (China, Finland, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, and United States of 
America) contributed to the Trust Fund, with total contributions amounting to $685,133, inclusive of 
programme support costs.  
 

c. In 2019, seven donor countries (Australia, China, Germany, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia, 
and Switzerland) and one donor organization (International Union for Conservation of Nature – Global 
Environment Facility) contributed to the Trust Fund, with total contributions amounting to $1,574,755, 
inclusive of programme support costs. 
 

d. In 2020, five donor countries (China, Germany, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation and United States of 
America) contributed to the Trust Fund, with total contributions amounting to $1,173,635, inclusive of 
programme support costs.  

52. The UN liquidity crisis during the last couple of years had great impacts on the financial situation of the 
Organization. It has resulted in several restriction and limitations on the post and non-post resources of the 
Organization. In addition, since the adoption of ECOSOC resolution 2015/33, the mandates of the Forum, the volume 
of its activities and the outputs to be prepared for it have substantially increased. These developments are happening 
at the time that the budgetary resources allocated from the regular budget of the UN did not keep pace with these 
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developments. These developments have signified the critical importance of the UNFF Trust Fund and sufficiency of 
its resources for the continued smooth operation of the Secretariat in support of the Forum, especially, if the current 
trends in budgetary constraints continue. 

F. Implementation of the UNSPF  



11 
 

stakeholders. Additionally, through ECOSOC resolution 2020/14 (agreed upon by UNFF15), the UNFFS was requested 
to launch the flagship publication at UNFF16 in 2021. After two-and-a-half-year extensive work, the flagship 
publication entitled: “Global Forest Goals Report 2021” (GFGR2021) was finalized, as planned, and launched on 26 
April 2021 during the opening day of UNFF16.  

61. Through ECOSOC resolution 2020/14, the Council requested the UNFFS to propose refinements to the 
format for voluntary national reporting based on lessons learned during the current reporting cycle and in 
developing the flagship publication, for consideration by UNFF17 in 2022. The Council also invited the Forum to 
synchronize future voluntary national reporting with the five-year global forest resources assessment process, 
beginning with the next forest resources assessment cycle.   

G. Contribution to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  

Relevant provisions from ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 and UNSPF 

62. Through its resolution 2015/33, the Council decided that the Forum should offer to contribute to the 
implementation, follow-up and review of the forest-related aspects of the post 2015 development agenda (2030 
Agenda), including its forest-related goals and targets26 and affirmed that the Forum should also offer to contribute 
to the work of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development  27 . 

63. UNSPF recognizes that the Forum, as a functional commission of the ECOSOC, should contribute to the 
follow-up to and review of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and highlight the 
contribution of forests to the SDGs to be reviewed in depth at the annual sessions of the HLPF.28
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have been: the IDF 2017 theme was forests and energy, the IDF 2018 theme was forests and sustainable cities, the 
IDF 2019 theme was forests and education, the IDF 2020 theme was forests and biodiversity, the IDF 2021 theme 
was forest restoration: a path to recovery and well-being, and the upcoming IDF 2022 theme is forests and 
sustainable production and consumption.  

I. Regional and subregional involvement 

Relevant provisions from ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 and UNSPF 

74. Section VIII of ECOSOC resolution 2015/33 is dedicated to regional and subregional involvement in the IAF 
beyond 2015, as is section III, A, 6 of the UNSPF35. These provisions call for enhancing collaboration between relevant 
regional and subregional partners and the Forum, including regarding the implementation of the UNSPF and the 
Forum’s quadrennial programmes of work. Further, relevant regional and subregional partners were invited to build 
and strengthen synergies between the UNSPF and their policies and programmes, as well as to provide coordinated 
inputs and recommendations to sessions of the Forum. Members of the Forum were also invited to consider 
strengthening regional and subregional forest policy development, dialogue, and coordination to avoid 
fragmentation and to advance the strategic plan. 

Key developments since UNFF12  

75. Since UNFF12, the role of regional and subregional entities has been enhanced. The Forum engaged 
additional regional and subregional partners, and the UNFFS organized several expert meetings to enhance 
regional/subregional cooperation and coordination, as well as dedicated panels during UNFF sessions.  

76. Through its quadrennial programmes of work for 2017-2020, and 2021-2024, the Forum dedicated a specific 
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81. In paragraph 50, the UNSPF endeavors the Forum to work with major groups and other relevant 
stakeholders to identify ways to enhance their contributions to the achievement of the GFGs and targets at all levels 
and their interactions with the Forum and the CPF, including through networks, advisory groups and other 
mechanisms, to raise awareness, foster information exchange and dissemination and facilitate coordinated inputs.  

82. In paragraph 51, the UNSPF encourages major groups and other relevant stakeholders such as private 
philanthropic organizations, educational and academic entities, volunteer groups and others to autonomously 
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consensus on these two issues and only agreed on the “Non-legally binding authoritative statement of principles for 
a global consensus on the management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests”. They 
also agreed that the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to follow up and review implementation of 
forest-related provisions of Agenda 21, as part of its programme of work. In 1995, ECOSOC, based on the 
recommendation of the CSD established the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF), and later, in 1997, established 
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divergent responses to the questionnaire also indicate that the time may not yet be right to reach a consensus 
regarding consideration of a legally binding instrument on all types of forests and a global fund for forests. 
 
96.  In this respect, it might be wiser in the context of IAF midterm review to focus on identifying measures to 
strengthen the existing framework, structure, and resources, e.g., the implementation of the UNFI, the UNSPF and 
its GFGs, as well as enhancing the capacity, ability, and resources of the GFFFN, its operation and Clearing House to 
respond more effectively to the needs of countries in mobilizing and accessing to resources from all sources for 
forests. Given the impacts of the global pandemic of COVID-19, it is important more than ever before, to identify 
additional measures to enable Members of the Forum to benefit from resources of multilateral financial institutions 
and funds, like GEF and Green Climate Fund, and to mobilize funding for forests.  

 
IV. Proposed actions in preparation for the IAF midterm review 

97. Based on the information provided in this background document and the responses to the UNFFS 
questionnaire, experts may wish to consider the following actions to be carried out in preparations for the IAF 
midterm review: 

A. Actions related to UNFF and its Members: 

i. Assessing the progress made by the Forum and its members towards the IAF objectives, as defined in 
ECOSOC resolution 2015/33. 

 
ii. Analyzing the performance of the Forum in carrying out its functions as defined in paragraph 3a to 3e of 

ECOSOC resolution 2015/33, identifying the impacts of its work on global forest policy landscape and the 
work of the HLPF, and means to enable the Forum to broaden its impacts. 
 

iii. Exploring additional measures to improve the use of annual sessions of the Forum to foster achievement 
of the GFGs. 

 
iv. Identifying further means to encourage submission of more voluntary national reports and announcements 

of VNCs by Members of the Forum. 
 

v. To carry out the above-mentioned tasks, the UNFFS, in consultation with Members of the Forum and 
stakeholders, conduct an analytical study and submit it to the open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc expert 
group referred to in paragraph 98 of this background paper.   

B. Actions related to the UNFFS: 

i. Assessing the progress made by the UNFFS towards the IAF objectives, as defined in the ECOSOC resolution 
2015/33. 

 
ii. Improving the efficiency and strengthening the capacity of the UNFFS, including human and financial 

resources, and amplifying the impact of the UNFFS activities.  
 

iii. Identifying additional measures to enhance collaboration and synergy on forest related issues at the global 
level. 
 

iv. To carry out the above-mentioned tasks, the UNFFS, in consultation with Members of the Forum and 
stakeholders, conduct an analytical study and submit it to the open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc expert 








