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Summary by the Co-Chairs  
 

I. Background 
 
1. 
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B. Strategies and recovery measures being adopted by countries in combatting the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on forests and the forest sector 

 
a. 
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number of strategies and measures were identified as being effective in reducing the impact of the pandemic on 
forests and the forest sector. 
 

b. In all regions, the designation of the forest sector as an essential service has been common. This designation helped 
keep most forest industries open, thereby, assisting in minimizing the negative impacts of the pandemic on forests 
and the forest sector.  
 

c. Another common practice across all regions was the use of digital technology and ICT’s for communication, 
surveillance and monitoring, provision of on-line services and e-commerce. In some areas virtual forest-tours were 
developed to raise awareness on the importance of forests and to build interest in post-pandemic ecotourism 
activities.  
 

d. The provision of financial support was reported as a critical measure to support forest-based enterprises. Provision 
of concessionary loans, extension of loan repayment periods and credit lines for small and medium-sized 
companies in the production sector and rural community were all among the reported support measures. 

 
IV. Suggestions on the way forward 

 
7. The following is a Co-Chairs summary of key points and suggestions raised during the discussions on the way forward:   

 
a. Assessing the impacts of COVID-19 on forests and forest sector should be a continuous and long-term task. Such 

assessments help governments to find solutions to minimize the impacts of the pandemic, identify the best 
practices, improve their recovery measures and strategies, and incorporate necessary measures in their plans to 
pursue a sustainable and long-term recovery of their forests and forest sector.  Similar assessments being carried 




