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Another important observation is that progress is also uneven across the objectives, and while none can
be labelled as “not achieved”, stake-holder involvement, cross-sectoral cooperation and means of
implementation are areas where further efforts would be always needed. On the latter, the progress in
facilitating access to means of implementation should be noted with appreciation, but the mobilization
function may be lagging behind the needed level. However, the timing of the mid-term review appears to
be very supportive of identifying bottlenecks and priority areas, and for scaling up efforts in the remaining
period.

It should be recalled that in delivering its functions UNFF is receiving strong support from the different
components of the IAF. One important way of accelerating progress is increasing efficiency through a
stronger coordination with other instruments and processes and their workplans, to ensure that no area



areas of expertise of the individual
members.

Streamlining forest
reporting

Very effective

CPF members are providing essential
information in support of the review,
and CPF achieved solid progress in
streamlining global reporting through
the Global Core Set.

Global Forest Expert Panel

Very effective

GFEP initiatives have provided a solid
and scientifically based background
for key UNFF deliberations,

Global Forest Information
Service

Moderate

A conceptually very strong initiative,
delivered remarkable results in spite
of very limited resources, but to
exploit full capacities a considerable
increase of resources would be
needed.

CPF meetings, side events &
OLls

Very effective

Side events and OLls have been
contributing directly to UNFF's
deliberations by providing venues for
technical discussion or allowing
deeper consideration of policy issues.
CPF's  own meetings  were
instrumental in  planning and
coordinating  the  Partnership’s
activities.

CPF Communicators
network

Very effective

The Network has been instrumental in
increasing the visibility of UNFF’'s
work, the GFGs and the UN Strategic
Plan for Forests. Important to note
that the annual topic of the
International Day of Forest is also
decided on the basis of the Network’s
recommendation.
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Question F-4: What, in your view, are the main “regional and global issues of concern with regard to
forests” in the early 2020s?

As stated in the FAO flagship report The State of the World’s Forests (SOFO) 2022, humanity is facing
multiple global threats. These include the COVID-19 pandemic and related economic hardships, food
insecurity, poverty, climate change, conflicts, land and water degradation, desertification and biodiversity
loss. There will be no healthy economy on an unhealthy planet.

Forests and trees can play crucial roles in addressing these crises and moving towards sustainable
economies. As the world looks for solutions at scale that are cost-effective and equitable and that can be
implemented rapidly, The State of the World’s Forests (SOFO) 2022 presents three interrelated pathways
involving forests and trees that can support economic and environmental recovery.
Addressing the regional ang global issues of concern, the solutions pathways are:

(1) Halting deforestation and maintaining forests;

(2) Restoring degraded lands and expanding agroforestry; and

(3) sustainably using forests and building green value chains.

Further, the FAO’s Global Forests Resources Assessment 2020 and a FRA 2020 Global Remote Sensing
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Communication and outreach efforts were amplified, designed and supported through the five regional
Forest Communicator Networks (for Africa, Europe and Central Asia, Asia-



Question H-4: What opportunities are there to make better use of the capacities of members of the Forum
and other players and partners at the global, regional, and national levels to strengthen advocacy on the
implementation of the UNSPF?

Strengthening the five FAO regional Forest Communicator Networks (for Africa, Europe and Central Asia,
Asia-Pacific, Mediterranean and Near East, Latin America and the Caribbean); the communication group
of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests; and the communication network of the UN Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration.

Assigning dedicated communication focal points per country and organization to support streamlined
communication, exchange, and experience



Question I-3: Given the power for good of the business and philanthropic communities, what are the key
efforts of regional and subregional partners to partner with them? [both within and outside the Business
Council for Sustainable Development (UN-BCSD)]

EFC: Strong cooperation with private sector on forest products market and circular economy (in forest
products market).

LACF: Supports the identification of new markets for wood and non-wood forestry products and that the
countries promote incentives for restoration and collaborates with the private sector to channel
investment into restoration. Supports countries in accessing funding for restoration actions and



