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In order to maintain the existing forest cover, the Malaysian Government have put in place a 
long-term commitment to keep at least 50 percent of its land area under forests and tree cover 
in line with its commitment made at the Earth Summit in 1992. This commitment is further 
enhance through: 

¶ Fourth National Physical Plan (RFN4) approved in 2021 targets 50% of forested areas in the 
Peninsular by 2040; 

¶ Sabah, under its Sabah Forest Policy, committed to ensuring that at least 50% of Sabah’s 
land mass is designated and protected for sustainable forest use and tree cover for 
environmental protection, biodiversity conservation, and socioeconomic well-being; 

¶ Under its land use policy, Sarawak has targeted 6.0 million hectares of State land mass to 
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Question A-5: Are you satisfied with the current level of engagement of Members and stakeholders in 
the Forum’s intersessional activities, and what are your suggestions to improve the use of the UNFF’s 
annual sessions, including intersessional activities?  
 
Yes. Malaysia is of the opinion that the current intersessional activities are sufficient and any additional 
activities should be undertaken on a need basis. 
 
Question A-6: What do you suggest could be done to encourage more Members of the UNFF to submit 
voluntary national reports and voluntary national contributions?  
 
Malaysia welcomes initiatives taken by the UNFF Secretariat to refine the format for national reporting, 
taking into account the suggestions and proposals from member states. In this regard, Malaysia is of 
the opinion that the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) reporting has been providing sufficient 
data for analysis. Thus, Malaysia is of the view that the existing format provided by FRA can be used as 
the format for voluntary national reports. 
  
B. Questions related to the Forum secretariat 
 
Question B-1: What are the achievements of the Secretariat in carrying out its functions and in making 
progress towards the objectives of the international arrangement on forests, as defined in ECOSOC 
resolution 2015/33? 
 
UNFF Secretariat actively provides regular updates to the member states on the progress report of 
GFG achievement and activities/celebrations on forest-related programs such as the International Day 
of Forests (IDF) and International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB). UNFF Secretariat also manages to 
carry out UNFF and several coordinating meetings, such as the UNFF Expert Group Meeting (EGM) 
Reporting on progress towards the implementation of the Strategic Plan on Forests 2030 (UNSPF) and 
EGM on the Impact of COVID-19 on Sustainable Fores
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C. Questions related to the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
 
Question C-1: Since 2015 what is your assessment of the extent of progress on CPF’s contribution to 
the IAF objectives as defined in ECOSOC resolution 2015/33? 
CPF members shall proactively provide information and advice on scientific and technological matters 
to the UNFF and The Committee on Forestry (COFO) as they are co-related to the IAF and GFGs. 

 
Question C-2: In the table below kindly indicate your assessment of the effectiveness, impact and 
added value of the activities, in particular, Joint Initiatives of the CPF as outlined in its workplan (2017-
2020).  
 

Item 
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D. Questions related to the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network  
 
Question D-1: 
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Sarawak) to formulate their respective forestry policies and strategies. The Policy Statement of MPF 
stated that Malaysia recognises forests as a strategic national heritage and is committed to securing 
sufficient forest areas for their ecosystem services, biodiversity conservation, environmental 
protection and sustainable utilisation of resources towards the socioeconomic development and well-
being of the present and future generations. This policy statement provides direction for the 
implementation of SFM through good governance and practices to ensure the forestry sector 
continues to contribute towards the achievement of sustainable development of the nation. The 
objectives of MPF are to:  

1.
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Social forestry 
Various Social Forestry (SF) programmes have also being implemented over the years to benefit local 
communities living within or nearby forest areas. The SF Programmes comprises of five main pillars: 
(1) pursuing Communication, Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) programmes; (2) increasing 
income and uplifting livelihoods of local communities; (3) human capital development; (4) social work 
and community services; and (5) restoration and rehabilitation of degraded forest areas. 
Concomitantly, forestry managers and personnel are also trained in new skills to ensure that they can 
adapt to changes in forest management. 
 
Question F-2: What challenges and constraints did your country face in the preparation of its voluntary 
national report? If it did not prepare a report, what were the reasons? 
 
Malaysia has it challenges in compiling data related to the socioeconomic aspects of forests and 
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____ HLPF ministerial declarations in 2017, 2019, 2020 and 2021 (non-SDG15 theme years)4 
 

Question G-2: In your view, which of the following should be considered to enhance the visibility of 
forest contributions at HLPF sessions and better reflect the interlinkages between forests and the SDGs 
in HLPF declarations (check all that may be useful): 
 

____ Earlier input into relevant aspects of the HLPF preparatory process5 by the UNFF, its members, 
 secretariat and partners (CPF, Major Groups, regional/subregional organisations).  
 
____ Increased role for the UNFF Bureau in representing the Forum and promoting forest/SDG 
          interlinkages at HLPF regional and global preparatory meetings.  
 
____ Enhanced coordination in capitals between UNFF focal points and those responsible for the HLPF  
          and preparation of Voluntary National Reviews. 
 
____ Enhanced consultations between the UNFF and its secretariat and UN Regional Economic 

  Commissions, particularly their Forums on Sustainable Development. 
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H. Questions related to the communication and outreach strategy of the United Nations strategic 
plan for forests 2017ʹ2030 
 
Question H-1: What progress has your Government/organisation made since 2015 in implementing 
the g 
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Question J-4: What degree of funding independence have you achieved for participation in (a) policy 
development and dialogue or (b) practical SFM contribution? What improvements would you 
prioritise? 
The allocations for policy development and SFM is mostly contributed by governments (federal and 
state), therefore leveraging Innovative Finance by accelerating the mobilization of the private sector is 
urgently needed for realizing the targets of GFGs.  
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION 
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