(UNFF17) adopted an omnibus resolution. The annex to this resolution contains the actions to be taken
in preparation for the Midterm Review (MTR) of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF). The
resolution calls for these actions to be implemented in a transparent and independent manner, and in
close consultation with Members of the Forum, as well as the Collaborative Partnership on Forests
(CPF) member organizations and other relevant stakeholders. To facilitate the process, the UNFF
Secretariat has hired several consultants to assist in the preparation of background papers and
assessments. This questionnaire is prepared by the consultants to solicit views from UNFF national
focal points and representatives of relevant stakeholders, for use in their assessments. You are kindly
invited to send your responses to the UNFF Secretariat at: unff@un.org, with copy to yan.lang@un.org
by 30 September 2022.
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Name of the Respondent: Sibylle Vermont
Name of country/organization: Swiss Federal Office for the Environment
E-mail: sibylle.vermont@bafu.admin.ch

It was interesting to have the reports on the impact on SFM of the covid pandemic as we all had to
reflect how to do a better job by signalling some issues we might not have seen before. The
collective inputs from the countries into a document and through a seminar was a progress in our
way of working together. It showed that under a common threat we could provide information
and have a fruitful discussion about it. For example, the need for digitalisation for forests data
came out as a very positive outcome of the crisis.

b. Enhancing cooperation, coordination, coherence, and synergies on forest-related issues at all
levels?
There are still initiatives that do not take UNFF into account /or use it as a platform. The CPF is very
important to this end for coherence but it seems challenging to get support from members (ie
Member States) of these organisations (that are actually the same countries as under UNFF).
There is still a great lack of coordination at capital level.

c. Promoting North-South, South-South, triangular cooperation, public-private partnerships, and
cross-sectoral cooperation at all levels?

There is still much to do to attract the private sector into the work of the IAF



d. Strengthening






Question C-2: In the table below kindly indicate your assessment of the effectiveness, impact and
added value of the activities, in particular, Joint Initiatives of the CPF as outlined in its workplan (2017-

2020).

This question is not formulated in a way to enable Member States to give a proper answer. This table
should be first prepared by the UNFF secretariat and then verified/assessed by the member states.

Item | Key CPF activities as In your view what has been | In your view what has been
outlined in its 2017- the effectiveness of CPFin the Impact and value-added
2020 Workplan the following areas (please of the CPF in the following
explain) areas (please explain)
1 Contributions to UNFF
documents & sessions

2 Streamlining forest
reporting






Question F-2:



The inputs from the UNFF sessions sent to the HLPF had not much effect. The HLPF might not be the
venue to promote the forests...

Question G-2: In your view, which of the following should be considered to enhance the visibility of

forest contributions at HLPF sessions and better reflect the interlinkages between forests and the SDGs
in HLPF declarations (check all that may be useful):

Earlier input into relevant aspects of the HLPF preparatory process® by the UNFF, its members,
secretariat and partners (CPF, Major Groups, regional/subregional organizations).

Yes, the UNFF focal points should be more vocal and engaging

Increased role for the UNFF Bureau in representing the Forum and promoting forest/SDG
interlinkages at HLPF regional and global preparatory meetings.

No, it is up to the UNFF focal points should be more vocal and engaging

Enhanced coordination in capitals between UNFF focal points and those responsible for the HLPF
and preparation of Voluntary National Reviews.

Definitely but one has to realize that the HLPF ministerial declarations are mainly negotiated in New
York and tend to be longer and longer, loosing much of the expected impact

Enhanced consultations between the UNFF and its secretariat and UN Regional Economic
Commissions, particularly their Forums on Sustainable Development.

This should be done at the level of focal points

Enhanced coordination between the UNFF Secretariat and DESA’s Office for Intergovernmental
Support and Coordination for Sustainable Development, which supports the HLPF process.

Not sure this will be helpful for this purpose



Enhanced coordination in capitals between focal points for UNFF and the Rio conventions.
This is a prerequisite to get a better coordination and commitments from the CPF

Increased role for the UNFF Bureau in representing the UNFF and promoting forest/SDG
interlinkages at key meetings of the Rio conventions.

No. This belongs to the tasks of the director of UNFF

Enhanced coordination in capitals on the preparation of Nationally Determined Contributions
(UNFCCC), Voluntary National Contributions (UNFF) and Voluntary National Reviews (HLPF).

Other:

H. Questions related to the communication and outreach strateqy of the United Nations strategic
plan for forests 2017-2030

Question H-1: What progress has your Government/organisation made since 2015 in implementing
the UNSPF communication and outreach strategy, as contained in Annex 1 of UNFF Resolution 13/1
(see E/2018/42)? How could any challenges, including achieving greater visibility of the UNSPF and
the global forest goals, be addressed?

Switzerland has implemented the elements of UNSPF through our national forest policy. This is not
directly related to the UNSPF communication and outreach strategy.
We are rather following rather the regional communication from UNECE/ as well as Forest Europe.

Question H-2: When considering the overall impact of communication and outreach activities,
including the International Day of Forests, undertaken since 2015 by members of the Forum, the
secretariat, the CPF, regional organizations and relevant stakeholders, to promote the UNSPF and
global forest goals, what do you regard as (i) the main successes and (ii) the main shortcomings?

Switzerland welcomes the IDF and its coordinated thematic focus. We organise national events and
communication, using the material from UNFF, UNECE and FAO.

Question H-3: What additional communication opportunities, platforms and channels, including those
that have come into prominence in recent years, should be used more effectively to better reach target
audiences and achieve greater impact?

See answer G-3

Question H-4: What opportunities are there to make better use of the capacities of members of the
Forum and other players and partners at the global, regional, and national levels to strengthen

advocacy on the implementation of the UNSPF?

Switzerland is committed to create and use synergies through the existing regional forest related
processes.

|. Questions related to the involvement of regional and subregional partners




Question I-1: In your view, what are the top three areas in which regional and subregional partners
have made the most important contributions to SFM policy development and dialogue since the 15%
session of the UNFF?

EFI Integrate Network: development of policy briefs on the integration of SFM and biodiversity
UNECE/FAO joint programme: support of recommendations for inclusion of urban foresty in SFM
Forest Europe: starting a process of adapting criteria and indicators for SFM due to impact of climate
change

Question I-2: What are prime examples of



Question not understood.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION

*kk*k
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