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The High-Level Political Forum under the
auspices of the UN General Assembly
Summit on Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG Summit) will be held in September
2023 in New York. It will be used to review
SDG progress and provide policy
recommendations for accelerating
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2010-2015). At this rate of reduction,
however, achieving the SDG 15 target of
halting deforestation will take another 25
years.[9] Agricultural expansion is driving
almost 90% of global deforestation,
including 49.6% from expansion for
cropland and 38.5% for livestock grazing.
Changes in forest area vary widely from
region to region. Africa had the highest net
loss of forest area in 2010 –2020, with a
loss of 3.94 million hectares per year,
followed by South America with 2.60
million hectares per year, mostly due to the
conversion of forests into agricultural land.
Asia showed the highest net gain in forest
area in the period 2010 –2020, followed
by Oceania and Europe. Both Europe and
Asia reported a net forest gain for each
ten-year period since 1990 due to
afforestation, landscape restoration, and
the natural expansion of forests, although
both regions show a substantial reduction
in the rate of gain since 2010. 
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Biomass is supplying 25% of the total
material demand, comprising organic
materials such as food crops, meat and
dairy products, and a host of forest and
other biomass products.[10]  Biomass used
for energy is used most often for
producing heat. It can be considered
climate neutral and a renewable energy
source when its use does not lead to a net
reduction in global forest area or plant
cover that would in turn reduce the
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SDG7 protecting watersheds to enable
hydropower generation; 
SDG3 because of the implications of air
pollution from woodfuel on health;
SDG5 because of the role of women in
collecting and utilizing woodfuel;
SDG6 because of the implications of
water availability for hydropower;
SDG12 by reducing the material
footprint and environmental impact
regarding present consumption and
production of woodfuel;
SDG13 by addressing climate change,
mitigation, and adaptation, through the
substitution of fossil fuels; and
SDG15 due to the scale of woodfuel
production from forests.

      cogeneration of heat and power),  

The high share of wood for energy use in
total wood production from forests has
significant implications on value-added
uses of wood resources and the
conservation of forest resources. 

Using primary wood material as fuel on a
large scale also raises concerns about
their social, economic, and environmental
impacts, including indoor air pollution
leading to health problems especially for
women and children, forest degradation,
which negatively affects the supply of
forest ecosystem services, and
greenhouse gas emissions associated
with climate change.[20]  These concerns
can be addressed at various levels, such
as increasing efficiency in the woodfuel
conversion and utilization processes e.g.,
with improved charcoal production kilns
and woodstoves), enhancing the use of
wood residues for energy, and increasing
access to high-efficiency energy systems.
[21,22]
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At the same time, the underlying drivers of
the triple planetary crises of biodiversity
loss and environmental degradation, the
changing climate, and pollution – which all
posed threats to marginalized groups and
development prior to 2020 – continue.
These drivers and the way governments,
the private sector, and other local
stakeholders respond to them also have a
direct impact on livelihood pressures and
opportunities linked to woodfuels. This is
despite efforts to address them by
reversing unsustainable trends through the
2030 Agenda, Paris Agreement, Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,
and other multilateral environmental
agreements. 

The 2022 IPCC report[24] shows that
countries are bending the curve of global
greenhouse gas emissions downward, but
the world is still on track for around 2.5
degrees Celsius of warming by the end of
the century. The latest World Wide Fund for
Nature report[25] finds that wildlife
population sizes have declined by 69% on
average since 1970. Deforestation, natural
resource exploitation, pollution, and climate
change are the biggest drivers of this loss.
The latest State of Food Security and
Nutrition report[26] shows a reversal in
efforts to eliminate hunger and malnutrition.
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Opportunities to enhance integrated
and coherent policies on forests,
energy, and livelihoods to advance
the SDGs  
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Many of the greatest challenges for forests
described above are cross-sectoral.
Addressing them requires improvements in
international forest governance towards
significantly strengthening the engagements
with the energy, transportation, industry,
agricultural, mining, finance, and other
sectors. International forest institutions and
actors have been aware of this problem and
called for it to be addressed for decades.
However, the need to identify and promote
effective inter-sectoral coordination and
collaboration to address the forests-energy-
livelihoods nexus, has not yet been fully
met. Such collaboration is needed to
leverage the full expertise and influence of a
more diverse group of public, private, and
civil society actors and institutions at all
levels. There is also a need to strengthen
monitoring and evaluation of results
achieved by this collaboration across
sectors. At the same time, the platforms for
policy learning must encourage broad
participation and ensure that, while forest
policy embraces cross-sectoral and cross-
institutional complexity, it retains a central
focus on forests and forest livelihoods.[29]
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The productivity and sustainability of
forests is deeply influenced by the
interactions in space and time of the
ecological, economic, social, political, and
cultural spheres within which forests are
embedded. Those interactions create a
wide range of interrelated drivers that
affect forests, including climate change,
population growth, urbanization,
agricultural expansion, rising food prices,
or armed conflicts. These drivers can act
through changes in consumption patterns
and livelihoods, in turn influencing land use
and management. The design of effective
and integrative responses to these
complex influences across multiple scales
is a major challenge, but designing
responses that focus exclusively on the
forest sector risk missing essential drivers. 

The SDGs can only be achieved through
the management of resilient landscapes on
a multi-functional basis, combining the
production of food and clean and
renewable energy, conserving biodiversity,
and maintaining the provision of other
ecosystem services.[30,31] 



The design of responses that enhance
integrated policies and optimize synergies
between the forest, energy, livelihoods, and
other sectors, should include co-regulatory
approaches that involve public and private
actors. The creation of new institutional
arrangements should consider social and
environmental justice and equity (in
particular, the rights of women, marginalized
and vulnerable communities, youth and
future generations); tenure and property
rights, since securing them offers higher
probability of capturing benefits for those
holding the rights; harmonization and
coherence of laws, regulations, and policies;
coordination between implementing
authorities across scales; and the
strengthening of science-policy integration.
[32,33,34]

Decision-makers need to embrace
complexity, through a) promoting the 
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integration of different sectors to create
solutions, and b) context specific
approaches that pay attention to inequalities
and social and economic heterogeneity.
These approaches may create trade-offs
over stages of the transition that to address
will require that the design, funding, and
implementation of policies and programs
consider other measures in place in the
same region, which could b polic





Strengthening global solidarity, multilateralism, and conflict resolution to ensure systemic,
integrated, and coherent policies and measures in the forestry and energy sectors to
meet the SDGs and enhance livelihoods.








