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In accordance with ECOSOC resolution 2020/14, the quadrennial programme of work of the United Nations Forum on 

Forests (UNFF) for the period 2021–2024 includes two thematically linked biennium: 2021–2022 (UNFF16 and UNFF17) 

and 2023–2024 (UNFF18 and UNFF19). According to this resolution, the thematic priorities should be based on the 

Global Forest Goals (GFGs) and targets, taking into account the programme of the High-level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development (HLPF) and other relevant international forest-
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This study on Global Forest Goal 3 (GFG3) - “Increase significantly the area of protected forests 

worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products 
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Even in developed countries such as the United States and New Zealand, the certification of forests 

owned by small forest owners is relatively lagging behind compared to certification of larger forests 

under the public ownerships such as in Canada (Perera and Vlosky, 2006; Fernholz et al., 2021). 

Moreover, a lack of certification does not automatically mean that a forest area is not sustainably 

managed. The owner of that forest may have chosen not to get certification for various reason, including 

among others, a lack of information and additional cost involved in certification. Nevertheless, it is 

worthwhile to promote forest certification worldwide through support programmes including incentives 

to forest owners and managers to seek certification, and developing markets for certified wood 

products universally through raising awareness among consumers. In addition, It is desirable to explore 

other practical ways (indicators) to measure the extent of sustainably managed forests as well. 

 
Strategies, policies, priority actions  

All reporting countries to UNFF15 (2020) have mentioned a number of legal and policy provisions in 

support of the targets of GFG3. 

In reference to target 3.1, China, in 2017, lai.06 Tm
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Some of the critical issues, gaps and challenges, mentioned in national reports, affecting progress 

towards GFG3, include the following: 

¶ Global scale challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation; 

¶ National level challenges  

o Insufficient means of implementation, in particular, funding and technical capacities for 

management in most developing countries as well as a few countries with economy in 

transition; 

o Forest certification related issues such as the lack of a national certification system, 

cumbersome certification requirements and challenges 



 

vii 
 

PAs and people conflict  

The issue of PA-people interaction is one of the key factors of failure (or success). Lack of equitable 

benefits, involvement in management decisions or lack of information, awareness, education are the 

contributing factors to such frictions or conflicts. Experiences in countries have shown that strict 

protection without considering the interests of local people surrounding PAs and excluding them from 

management decisions of the PAs lead to friction between conservation and social/economic interests. 

Positive conservation and socioeconomic outcomes were more likely to occur when PAs adopted co-

management regimes and maintained cultural and livelihood benefits for local communities (Oldekop et 

al. 2021).  

Quality of protected areas 

While the international community has made remarkable progress towards the global target on 

protected and conserved area coverage, the management quality of these areas seems to be generally 

insufficient. To be effective, the protected areas need to include important sites for biodiversity, better 

connectivity as well as equitable sharing of benefits with local communities (I
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The report makes the following recommendations for consideration by the Forum and its members: 

¶ Encourage countries to include in their reports a few key empirical data and details on measures 

taken and results achieved related to GFG3 targets in addition to general information of actions 

on SFM, forest sector or environment/sustainable development; 

¶ Request countries and CPF members to explore ways to measure progress on target  3.3 more 

realistically (preferably quantitatively) so that actual work being done on the ground are 

appropriately recognized and shared with the global community. Invite research organizations 

to focus their attention to this measurement challenge; 

¶ Increase resources and capacity of national forest institutions; 

¶ Take concrete steps to 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Context 
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living with dignity) are manifesting as looming threats to planetary and human sustainability. The world 

has been trying to respond to such crises for last several decades, starting from the 1992 United Nations 

Conference on Environment and Development, resulting in the Agenda 21 in 1992 and 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) in 2015. The 2030 Agenda is the most comprehensive global 

response to those multi-dimensional challenges, containing 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

and associated 169 targets with year 2030 as the target date of accomplishment.  

In all those global commitments, forests have been recognized as a critical component. Corresponding 

to those overarching global frameworks of sustainable development, there has been significant 

developments in global understanding and commitments to curb the loss of forests and promote 

sustainable forest management worldwide. The latest such commitment on forests at the 

intergovernmental level is the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF), developed 

through the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and adopted by the UN General Assembly in 

20173. The Strategic Plan serves as a reference for the forest-related work with clear shared vision, and 

mission, global goals and targets as well as implementation framework for member States, international 

organizations and relevant stakeholders of the UNFF. The UNSPF sets six global forest goals and 26 

targets under the following overarching shared vision and mission statements. 

Vision: A world where all types of forests and trees outside forests are sustainably managed, 

contribute to sustainable development and provide economic, social, environmental and 

about:blank
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1.2  Objectives of the study 
The purpose of this study is to facilitate the technical discussions on Thematic Priority at UNFF18 and 

UNFF19, to be held in 2023 and 2024 respectively. The study should also be useful in the preparations of 
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2.2  Ukraine Conflict 
The current Ukraine conflict since February 2022 has brought many changes on forests and timber trade 

at global and local levels. In addition to the damage to forests in the conflict areas, it has impacted 

global timber markets, bringing supply and price shocks. Trade sanctions and restrictions on financial 

transactions imposed by a number of countries halted shipments from Russia and Belarus. Exports from 
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enterprises, institutional capacities and investment opportunities, financing and international 

cooperation for SFM. Countries faced delay in and the reduction of planned forest management 

activities, incidence of forest fires increased, illegal harvesting of forest products and reverse migration 

from urban areas to rural areas due to loss of jobs linked to the pandemic put additional pressure on 

forests. 

Supply chains have been adversely affected, decline in most timber trades as economic activities were 

sharply reduced due to the lockdowns and movement restrictions to contain coronavirus spread.  

Forest-based ecotourism and other recreational activities were negatively impacted. In many developing 

countries of Africa, the Asia-Pacific region and Latin America and the Caribbean, a decrease in income 

was observed in forest-based tourism and recreational industries due to supply chain disruptions and 

travel restrictions. It was reported that in some areas of Africa, women were disproportionally impacted 

as they lost their forest income when urban dwellers moved back to rural communities and entered the 

forest sector. North America and Western and Eastern Europe reported a surge in the use of forests for 

recreational purposes during the pandemic, with some
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3. CURRENT STATE OF PROGRESS ON GFG3 AND ISSUES/CHALLENGES  

3.1  Current data on progress made on GFG3 targets 
The brief overview of progress on GFG3 is based on information from a number of sources, including 

reports, academic studies and assessments, most notably the Global Forest Goals Report 2021, Global 

Forest Resources Assessment 2020 and the national reports to UNFF15 (2018). The national reports 

provided rich information about the policy and other measures taken and challenges encountered by 

countries in support of the implementation of UNSPF and its goals in general and GFG3 in particular.  

The world seems to have made reasonably good progress towards the GFG3. Many countries reported 

of their forest legislation, codes, and policies, which had specific provisions addressing protected areas 

(target 3.1), sustainable forest management (target 3.2), and the promotion of markets for products 

from sustainably managed forests (target 3.3). Global statistics show that about 18 percent of world’s 

forest is now designated as protected area (FAO 2020, GFGR 2021). This not only demonstrates progress 

on Target 3.1 but also exceeds the Aichi Biodiversity Target 118. The global Statistics also show a growing 

trend of forests being brought under long-term forest management plans, and supply of forest products 

coming from sustainably managed forests. However, the progress is uneven across the countries and 

regions when against the magnitude of the challenges (FAO 2020).  

3.1.1  The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved 

through other effective area-based conservation measures is significantly increased 

(Target 3.1) 
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“A principal objective of PAs is to conserve nature by eliminating, minimizing, or reducing 

human pressures and threats operating within their boundaries. Protected areas (PAs) represent 

a cornerstone of efforts to safeguard biodiversity, and if effective should reduce threats to PAs) represent 

about:blank
about:blank
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Table 1: Forest Area in Legally Established Protected Areas 

 

Source: GFGR 2021 Table 6, p. 39; adopted from FAO 2020 

The proportion of forests in protected areas is more than 30 percent in South America; 11 percent in 

North and Central America; and 6 percent in Europe. The relatively low proportion of forests in 

protected areas in Europe is influenced heavily by the Russian Federation, which reported that 2.3 

percent of its forest area is protected; if the Russian Federation is excluded, the figure for Europe rises 

to about 20 percent (FAO 2020). 

The ten countries with the largest areas of formally protected forests account for over 447 million ha, 

which accounts for almost 62 percent of all forests in protected areas worldwide, i.e., close to 726 

million ha (Table 2). Fifteen countries reported that more than 50 percent of their forest area is under 

formal protection (FAO 2020). 

TABLE 2. Top ten countries for forest in protected areas, 2020  

 

Source: FAO 2020 (Table 61, p. 72) 
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3.1.2  The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly 

increased (Target 3.2) 
As of 2020, more than 2 billion ha of the world’s forest
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Source: FAO 2020, (Table 63, p. 73) 

 

Table 4. Forest area with long-
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The forest area under forest certification is a sub-indicator of Sustainable Development Goal indicator 

15.2.1 (“progress towards sustainable forest management”) and FAO reports on this sub-indicator to UN 

Statistics Division annually based on data provided by the secretariats of the two major international 

certification schemes: the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Programme for the Endorsement of 

Forest Certification (PEFC).  

The total net certified forest area in 2019 was 426 million ha11, and the general trend is positive 

although with different regional paces. The majority of the certified forests are in Europe and North 

America (see Figure 2) since the beginning of movement for forest certification in mid 1990s. Currently, 

Canada had by far the most, at 167 million ha, followed by the Russian Federation (54.1 million ha) and 

the United States of America (38.1 million ha). These three countries together accounted for more than 

60 percent of the world’s certified forest area in 2019. (FAO2020).  

Figure 2. Total area of certified forest after adjustment for double certification under FSC and PEFC, by 

region, 2000-2019 
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3.2 Strategies, policies and priority actions by countries and other stakeholders 
 

All reporting countries to UNFF15 (2020) have mentioned a number of legal and policy provisions in 

support of the targets of GFG3. From the review of the national reports, countries are making serious 

effort in policies, strategies and programmes to increase protected forest areas, wider application of 

sustainable forest management practices, controlling illegal forest activities and promoting forest 

products from sustainably managed forests.   

Several countries provided specific examples of policy measures and quantitative data related to 

protected areas (Target 3.1), such as the increase in number and hectares of protected areas and 

conservation areas. In 2017, China launched an Overall Scheme on the Establishment of National Park 

System, which will establish a unified management of national parks. Ghana empowers rural 

communities in the management of natural resources 
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encourage private owners for manage their forests sustainably under long-term management plans 

through an array of policies, financial incentives, and technical extension services to support planning 

and SFM (Australia, Austria, Slovak Republic, US). Japan, on the other hand revealed another aspect of 

forest management – the older age of private forest owners. The proportion of privately-owned forest 

with forest management plans remain relatively low (at about 30 percent as of March 2018) due to the 

aging of forest owners and difficulty of identifying ownership and boundaries of forest properties 

following the inheritance procedures. 

Regarding Target 3.3, towards more forest products from sustainably managed forests, a number of 

countries have reported steps they have taken, including policies, legal frameworks and incentive 

programmes. Countries have been encouraging forest certification through various kinds of incentives.  

New Zealand has launched an aggregation project to evaluate how small forest growers can more 

effectively aggregate their resources, coordinate with tax authority to address tax barriers to 
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In addition to the national reports to UNFF, the following relevant information from the ITTO’s Biennial 

review and assessment of the world timber situation 2019-202014: 

¶ 

about:blank
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o Lack of political will (Eswatini, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand); 

o Forest fragmentation, inadequate protection (Mauritius, Myanmar, Niger, United 

States); 

o Lack of policy coherence (Cote d’Ivoire, Myanmar); 

o Pressure on forest land from other land uses such as agriculture, mining (Cameroon, 

Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Mauritius, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Suriname); 

o Insects, diseases, fire (Eswatini, Lesotho)



 

18 
 

reported threats was lower in PAs with greater remoteness, higher control of corruption, and lower 

human development scores (ibid).  

The authors of the paper noted that fire per se is not a threat, but its frequency and/or severity are 



about:blank
about:blank


 

20 
 

attract the majority of producers to seek certification, particularly in tropical developing countries 

where the costs of improving management to meet the requirements of forest certification schemes are 

significantly greater than any market benefits they may receive. 

It is not unrealistic to assume that non-certified forests (and forest products coming from such forests), 

could also be well managed forests under the principles of SFM. As the statistics in the developing 

countries illustrate, forest certification has not been able to make much inroad, obviously because of 

different technical, financial, cultural factors. How to account for such cases when making judgment on 

progress in sustainably managed forests globally? 

Moreover, the wood markets in developed countries demand certification not only on sustainability 

criteria but also on legality of forest products, Thus, current systems of forest certification are often 

deemed not sufficient. 

In addition to above list of issues, gaps and challenges, it would seem timely and important to note a 
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increase in forest area and sustainable forest management could support a green recovery and a 

transition to carbon-neutral economies. Furthermore, when sustainably produced, wood has 

significant potential to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions from the building and construction 

sector. (FAO 2022). 

 

Lessons learned 

¶ Political commitment and support at national and global levels are key to effective 

implementation of strategies and measures towards the achievement of GFG3 targets.  

¶ Concurrent to political commitment is the need of a programme or action plan to follow through 

to translate strategies into realities. 

¶ Effective involvement of the local communities 

¶ Stakeholder involvement and cooperation and coordination between different line ministries, 

sectoral policies and partnerships yield results.  

¶ 
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4. 
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management and production, can be considered to have close linkages with a number of such goals, 

objectives, targets and processes. In the following paragraphs, a few of such linkages are explored and 

analyzed. In this regard, the UNSPF has also recognized the link and anticipated contributions of GFGs 

and targets to the global frameworks and commitments related to environment, economic development 

and social development, including SGGs, climate change, biological diversity, food security and human 

welfare (see paragraphs 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 15, 22 and 23 of UNSPF)17.  

 

4.2.1.  Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
The SDGs and targets are integrated and are indivisible, global and universally applicable (UN 2015)18. 

(See Box 4). The role of trees and forests are many and therefore their conservation and sustainable 

management contribute to a number of SDGs.  GFG3 and its three targets resonate with several SDGs 

and obviously contribute to achieving those SDGs, directly, or indirectly.  SDGs that are related to 

natural resources, natural resource-based economic issues, forests, environment and biological diversity 

exhibit direct linkages with GFG3 but other SDGs addressing social dimensions of sustainable 

development including poverty, hunger, health, water and sanitation, education, cities, climate change 

and governance are also linked with GFG3.  

Saymore and Busch (2016) elaborate the role of forests in providing water, energy, agriculture, health, 

about:blank
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Figure 4. Conceptual model on PA impacts on health and wealth of people living near protected areas  

 

 

Source: Naidoo et al. 2019. 

Even though the impact study used limited indicators of human well-being, they believe that their 

results suggest that PAs in developing countries generally have positive impacts on human well-being. 

Such positive link between PAs (with tourism component) and human well-being at local levels suggests 

that the expansion of properly designed and managed PAs can make important contributions to SDGs on 

poverty reduction, food security, health, and livelihoods (SDGs 1, 2, 3, and 8).  

 

4.2.2  High-Level Political Forum 2023 (10-19 July 2023)  
The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) is the main platform of the United 

Nation for reviewing progress towards SDGs and addressing related global sustainable development 

issues. HLPFs are held annually. HLPF 2023, will have the theme – “Accelerating the recovery from the 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development at all levels”. The forum will provide opportunity for discussions on the effective and 

inclusive recovery measures to address the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and explore policy guidance for the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

and the SDGs at all levels. 
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The HLPF in 2023 will undertake an in-depth review of Goals 6 on clean water and sanitation, Goal 7 on 

affordable and clean energy, Goal 9 on industry, innovation and infrastructure, Goal 11 on sustainable 

cities and communities, and Goal 17 on partnerships for the Goals. In addition, the HLPF 2023 will also 

be held under the auspices of the UN General Assembly as the SDG Summit in September 2023.  

As discussed, the interlinkages between SDGs and GFG3 in the preceding section, it is obvious that the 

themes of HLPF 2022 and 2023 are closely linked to the GFG3. For example, water is crucial for human 

survival, and it is essential for the SDGs related to water and sanitation (SDG 6), health (SDG3), 

education (SDG4), gender equality (SDG5) overall wellbeing. The other side of water and human well-

being story is the importance of forests for maintaining watersheds and sustainable production of 

water.  

According to an organization, called “water.org”20, which is involved in solving drinking water problem in 

developing countries, access to safe water and sanitation can turn problems into potential 

– empowering people with time for school and work, and contributing to improved health for women, 

about:blank
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story is similar in the eastern U.S., though most of this water is supplied by private forests. More than a 

century of research has demonstrated that forested lands provide the cleanest and most stable water 

supply compared to other lands. Within the lower 48 states of the USA, more than 99% of people who 

rely on public drinking water receive some from forested lands. Even in cities that are further away from 

forest watersheds, the networks of pipelines and canals that divert water from the source to areas of 

high need, also known as “inter-basin water transfers” supply water. For example, Los Angeles receive 

more than two-thirds of their water from forested lands in California and Colorado. 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022 noted that universal access to drinking water, 

sanitation and hygiene is critical to global health but the current situation is disturbing because more 

than 733 million people – 10 per cent of the global population – live in countries with high and critical 

levels of water stress24, i.e., above 75 per cent (UN 2022). A growing body of scientific evidence shows 

about:blank
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• A number of forces push pathogens to move from animals to people. The destruction of 

forests, particularly in the tropics, looms heavily. Forest edges, created when forests are 

cleared, bring people into contact with wildlife. The hunting, trade, and consumption of 

wildlife can also promote sharing of pathogens. 26.5% of mammals in the wildlife trade 

harbor 75% of known viruses that spread from animals to humans. Wild animal hunting and 

consumption has been associated with many viral disease outbreaks, including HIV and 

Ebola.  

Therefore, he emphasizes that investments in spillover prevention such as protecting tropical forests 
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4.2.3  Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (CBD)  
On 19 December 2022, the Fifteenth Conference of Parties to the Convention of Biological 

Diversity (COP15) adopted the “Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)”27, with four 

goals and 23 action-oriented targets. This symbolizes the culmination of a long process that begun at 

COP-14 of CBD in 2018, upon the expiration of the 2011-2020 Strategic Plan for Biodiversity (2011-2020 

SPBD) and its 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  

While the news 

about:blank
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prominent component of climate agreements. The Paris Agreement of 201528 has once again 

underscored, in its Article 5, the significance of forests, in particular, reducing emissions from 

deforestation, forest degradation and conservation and sustainable management of forests for 

mitigating the impact of climate change.  

The concrete contributions of forests in climate change equation are through conserving existing forest 

resources, reducing or eliminating deforestation and forest degradation, increasing and enhancing 

forest areas and forest biomass for carbon capture, among other management objectives, and 

promotion of forest products as substitute to energy and carbon dioxide emission-intensive building and 

other consumption materials. The three key elements of GFG3 are in sync with those strategies. 

In this respect, the 2021 Glasgow Climate Conference (UNFCCC COP26) provided a platform to launch an 

ambitions “Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and Land Use”29, with 145 governments signing-in 

to it to halt and reverse the trend of deforestation. The leaders affirmed the role of forests in balancing 

greenhouse gas emissions and removals, adapting to the impacts of climate change, and maintaining 

healthy ecosystem services. They called for “transformative” action through shared efforts to conserve 

forests, promote sustainable trade and development policies, reduce human vulnerabilities, redesign 

agricultural policies, and increase financial incentives in the name of a “sustainable land use transition” 

(WRI 2021)30.  

The Glasgow Declaration signifies the role of forests in addressing challenges of climate change. In the 

Glasgow Declaration those leaders from 145 countries, representing 3,691 m ha or 91 percent of world’s 

forests, committed to working collectively to halt and reverse forest loss and land degradation by 2030 

while delivering sustainable development and promoting an inclusive rural transformation.  The leaders 

committed to strengthening their efforts to:  

1. Conserve forests and other terrestrial ecosystems and accelerate their restoration;  

2. Facilitate trade and development policies, internationally and domestically, that promote 

sustainable development, and sustainable commodity production and consumption, that work 

to countries’ mutual benefit, and that do not drive deforestation and land degradation; 

3. Reduce vulnerability, build resilience and enhance rural livelihoods, including through 

empowering communities, the development of profitable, sustainable agriculture, and 

recognition of the multiple values of  are in4lg
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accessibility, to enable sustainable agriculture, sustainable forest management, forest 
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ecosystem restoration. The Decade underscores that ecosystem restoration and conservation contribute 

to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as well as other related United 

Nations major outcome documents and multilateral environmental agreements, including the Paris 

Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the 

achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the post-2020 global biodiversity framework.  

Member States are encouraged to, inter alia:  

a) mainstream ecosystem restoration into policies and plans to address current national 

development priorities; 

b) develop and implement policies and plans to prevent ecosystem degradation; 

b)

about:blank
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4.2.6  Other global initiatives with close linkage to GFG3  
Bonn Challenge 

Bonn Challenge, launched by the Government of Germany and IUCN in 2011, is another campaign with a 

global goal to bring 150 million hectares of degraded and deforested landscapes into restoration by 

2020 and 350 million hectares by 2030. The Challenge rely on a flexible approach to restoration called 

forest landscape restoration (FLR). FLR restores ecological integrity while enhancing human well-being. 

The Bonn Challenge has surpassed the 150-million-hectare milestone for pledges in 2017. Although it 

has no immediately visible impact on GFG3, the fact that it pushes restoration of for more degraded 

lands with trees, that would positively contribute to increased areas of sustainably managed forests in 

many parts of the world, thus potentially contributing to GFG3 targets. 

Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 

In 2015, the 12th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD COP 12) adopted 35 decisions related to desertification, land degradation and 

drought. These included how to pursue land degradation neutrality (LDN) within the framework of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and how to align UNCCD goals and the action of Parties with the 

about:blank
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5. Way forward 

5.1  Conclusions 
The global statistics show good progress has been made in increasing protected areas (Target 3.1) 

globally – 18 percent of world’s forest area. Progress on other two targets (3.2 and 3.3) is evident but 

the extent of progress (increasing forest areas under management plans and increasing products coming 

out from sustainably managed forests) is relatively difficult to quantify because of the complexity and 

lack of standardized means of measurement. Even in the case of target 3.1, while the area under 

protected area has increased, the quality of management cannot be assumed to be good overall. A 

comprehensive study by UNEP and partners have raised concerns about the quality of management.  

PAs are often understaffed, underfunded, and beleaguered in the face of external threats, efforts to 

expand PA coverage should be complemented by appropriate management of existing PAs.  

Countries have introduced many policy and legal measures as well as programmes and projects to 

promote SFM including to make progress towards the GFG3 and its targets. 

Several country reports also mentioned the challenges in improving effectiveness and efficiency due to 

factors such as funding and staffing constraints, sectoral competition within the government 

institutions, social and economic inequalities, among others. Coordination, stakeholder engagement 

especially co-management of PAs with local communities is considered a key tool for success. 

Information on the extent of PAs and conservation efforts are relatively easy to find, compared to that 

for forests under effective and quality sustainable management practices, as well as about the products 

being produced and brought to market from sustainably management forests. 

One conclusion the author came about from this study is the incompatibility of reporting format 

between the information it generates and the basic questions the Forum would like answers from it. For 

example, – did a country make progress on GFG3 and its targets? If so, how much and how? That part is 

missing in the current reporting format. Consultant has been informed by the UNFF Secretariat that a 

revised reporting format has been developed, which addressed these questions. The format is currently 

being piloted. 

5.2  Recommendations 
¶ Encourage countries to include in their reports empirical data and specific details on measures 

and results related to GFG3 targets in addition to overall general statements of actions on SFM, 

forest sector or environment/sustainable development.; 

¶ Request countries and CPF members to explore ways to measure progress on target 3.3 more 

realistically (preferably  quantitatively) so that actual work being done on the ground are 

appropriately recognized and shared with the global community. Invite research organizations 

to focus their attention to this measurement challenge; 

¶ Increase resources and capacity of national forest institutions; 

¶ Take concrete steps to enhance coordination among government institutions and between 

different stakeholders, including indigenous peoples, local communities, women, youth, private 

sector and NGOs; 

¶ In collaboration with civil society organizations, government agencies, forest-based industries 

and trade unions, and consumer groups, CPF may consider launching programmes to inform and 
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educate consumers about the need to support forest products from sustainably managed 

forests, and for certified forest products; 

¶ Consider undertaking a few in-depth case studies/impact assessments (in country or sub-region 

basis) to better understand the state of progress, approaches, factors enabling progress (or 

obstruction), and experiences/lessons learned, to be shared with the global community to learn 

from; and  

¶ Consider UNFF, with support of the CPF, taking note of and facilitating the follow-ups of forest-

related declarations and commitments for example, the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on 



 

38 
 

REFERENCES 
 

Adams, M. 2022. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has upended global timber markets, bringing supply 

and price shocks. In Tropical Forest Update Vol. 31, No. 2, 2022 (ITTO). 

https://www.itto.int/direct/topics/topics_pdf_download/topics_id=7180&no=1&disp=inline 

(Assessed on 1 December 2022) 

CBD. 2021. First draft of the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 5 July 2021. 

CBD/WG2020/3/3. https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020 (Assessed on 22 September 2022) 

CBD. 2022. Nations adopt four goals, 23 targets for 2030 in landmark UN Biodiversity Agreement. 

Official CBD Press Release - 19 December 2022, Montreal. 

https://prod.drupal.www.infra.cbd.int/sites/default/files/2022-12/221219-CBD-PressRelease-

COP15-Final_0.pdf (Assessed on 20 December 2022) 

Creed, I.F. and M. van Noordwijk (eds.). 2018. Forest and Water on a Changing Planet: 

Vulnerability, Adaptation and Governance Opportunities. A Global Assessment Report. IUFRO 

World Series Volume 38. https://www.iufro.org/fileadmin/material/publications/iufro-

-

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

39 
 

Goldmann, J., A. Monica, N.D. Burgess, L. Coad and A. Balmford. 2019. A global level assessment of 

the effectiveness of protected areas at resisting anthropogenic pressures. 

www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1908221116 (Assessed on 22 September 2022) 

Held, C., Meier-Landsberg, E. & Alonso, V. 2021. Tropical timber 2050: an analysis of the future 

supply of and demand for tropical timber and its contributions to a sustainable economy. ITTO 

Technical Series No. 49. International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), Yokohama, Japan. 

https://www.itto.int/direct/topics/topics_pdf_download/topics_id=6750&no=1&disp=inline  

(Assessed on 22 September 2022) 

Holopainen, J.  2012. Market Creation for Certified Forest Products – Literature Review. 

Proceedings of the Biennial Meeting of the Scandinavian Society of Forest Economics Hyytiälä, 

Finland, May 2012. Anne Toppinen, Heimo KarppinenƬKati Kleemola (eds.). 

https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/199297/ (Assessed on 29 September 2022) 

Hrynyk, Y. 2022. Russia’s invasion is putting the future of Ukraine’s forests at risk. Atlantic Council. 

5 August 2022. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russias-invasion-is-putting-the-

future-of-ukraines-forests-at-risk/ (Assessed on 2 December 2022) 

IISD. 2022. Summary of the Fourth Meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Post-2020 

Global Biodiversity Framework: 21-26 June 2022   https://enb.iisd.org/fourth-meeting-working-

group-post-2020-global-biodiversity-framework-summary (Assessed on 23 September 2022) 

IMF. 2022. World Economic Outlook Report October 2022. 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2022/10/11/world-economic-outlook-october-

2022  (Assessed on 1 December 2022) 

ITTO. 2021. Biennial review and assessment of the world timber situation 2019-2020. 

https://www.itto.int/direct/topics/topics_pdf_download/topics_id=6783&no=1 (Assessed on 22 

September 2022) 

IUCN. 2022. World met target for protected area coverage on land, but quality must improve. 

Press Release on UNEP/IUCN Protected Planet Report. 19 May 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

40 
 

Oldekop, J.A., G. Holmes, W. E. Harris, and K. L. Evans.  2015. A global assessment of the social and 

conservation outcomes of protected areas. In Conservation Biology, First published: on 10 June.  

https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.12568 (Assessed on 28 September 2022) 

Perera, P. and R.P. Vlosky. 2006.  A History of Forest Certification. Louisiana Forest Products 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

41 
 

UNFF. 2022. Challenges faced by coun

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

42 
 

Annex 1. Global Forest Goals (GFGs) and Targets 
Global Forest Goal s Targets 
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Global Forest Goal 5 
Promote governance frameworks to implement sustainable forest 
management, including through the UN Forest Instrument, and enhance 
the contribution of forests to the 2030 Agenda. 
 

5.1 The number of countries that have integrated forests into their national 
sustainable development plans and/or poverty reduction strategies is significantly 
increased 
5.2 Forest law enforcement and governance are enhanced, including through 
significantly strengthening national and subnational forest authorities, and illegal 
logging and associated trade are significantly reduced worldwide 
5.3 National and subnational forest related policies and programmes are coherent, 
coordinated and complementary across ministries, departments and authorities, 
consistent with national laws, and engage relevant stakeholders, local communities 
and indigenous peoples, fully recognizing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples14 
5.4 Forest relatetrets mini<</.
/5(tu)-7(s)4ohey stre



 

44 
 

Annex 2. Examples of SDGs and GFG3 linkages 
SDGs  SDG targets related to  

GFG3 targets 3.1 
SDG targets related to  

GFG3 targets 3.2 
SDG targets related to  

GFG3 targets 3.3 
Explanatory notes 

1.  No poverty  
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