
Midterm Review of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)





1. Assess the progress made by the UNFF and its members towards the objectives of the

international arrangement on forests (IAF) / ECOSOC Res. 2015/33.

2. Analyze



Sources of Information

4

1. Review of documents/info on UN-related websites (UNFF, UNDESA, ECOSOC), other relevant

publications;

2. Review of documents/info provided by UNFFS;

3. Responses to consolidated survey developed by Consultants to gather views from UNFF member

states, CPF members, and relevant stakeholders on actions A to J (Annex to ECOSOC Res.

2022/17)

• Survey included 6 questions on Assessment A

• Total of 26 contributions – all of them responded to assessment A

4. Additionally: Direct contact (via e-mail / telephone) with the UNFF focal points of selected

countries, considering the mosET
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Conclusions

1. Progress made by the UNFF and its Members towards the objectives of the IAF

2. IAF Objectives with less or no progress 

3. The IAF beyond 2015 operating in a transparent, effective, efficient, and accountable manner 

4. Progress made by UNFF considering its core functions (Resolution 2015/33, para. 3) 

5.
Level of engagement of Members and 
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1. Progress made by the UNFF and its Members towards the 
objectives of the IAF

Overall, UNFF has provided capacity building to member states and developed the financial

and technical assistances.

The relevant conclusions are:

• The non-binding nature of UNFI (UN Forest Instrument) is the main challenge to

achieving progress, which depends on the political will and engagement of member states

• UNFF members have focused mainly on the legal fields

• There is a lack of involvement of senior political leaders in the decision-making process

on forestry agendas, and a need to increase efforts to achieve the GFGs

• The importance of HLPF on forest agendas to develop and institutionalize forest policies

through national programs has not been properly emphasized
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2. IAF Objectives with less or no progress 
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3. The IAF beyond 2015 operating in a transparent, effective, 
efficient, and accountable manner 

Overall, the IAF's operation was recognized by Member States as transparent, effective,

efficient and accountable. UNFF has made efforts to reach out Member States and provide

support to the program in implementing UNSPF
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4. Progress made by UNFF considering its core functions

Function a): To provide a coherent, open, transparent and participatory global platform for […]
− The UNFF global
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Recommendations

• Urge UNFF Members to be more active in implementing the UNSPF and the
GFGs in high-level political dialogues, working in synergy with other initiatives,
such as ITTO, UNFCCC, CBD, CCD, dealing with SFM

• Improve political leaders and stakeholders´ effective engagement, fully
integrating them in the discussions and decision-making processes

• Promote cross-sectoral cooperation between developed and developing
countries at all levels (financial support, knowledge, technologies, capacity-
building)

1. Progress made 
by the UNFF and 
its Members 

• Support efforts to strengthen forest governance structures and means of
implementation

• Promote a greater stakeholders’ engagement to achieve IAF objectives

• Strengthen the coordination and working agendas of the UNSPF goals,
other multilateral agreement, bilateral cooperation that have an agenda on SFM

• Improve cooperation at all levels

2. IAF Objectives 
with less or no 
progress 
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Recommendations
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Recommendations

• Use hybrid meeting formats for intersessional activities, increasing opportunities
for sharing experiences among countries

• Increase VNCs visibility and sharing of successful SFM cases at the regional
level trough online platforms, social networks, and presentation during forum
sessions

5. Level of 
engagement in the 
intersessional 
activities and 
suggestions to 
improve UNFF’s 
annual sessions 

• Continuously keep simplifying the reporting format for VNCs

• Facilitate the monitoring indicators of the GFGs because it can become a costly
activity

• Reduce number of questions of VNRs, including open-ended questions to allow
flexibility to answer the questions

6. Encourage 
more UNFF 
Members to 
submit VNRs and 
VNCs



Thank You!

mailto:itomaselli@stcp.com.br

