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Through its resolution 2022/17, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), based on the outcome of the 

seventeenth session of the UN Forum on Forests, decided that the Forum would undertake extensive 

intersessional activities in preparation for the Midterm Review (MTR) of the International Arrangement on 

Forests (IAF). The resolution called for these actions to be implemented in a transparent and independent 

manner, and in close consultation with Members of the Forum, as well as the Collaborative Partnership on 

Forests (CPF) member organizations and other relevant stakeholders.   

 

To facilitate this process, the Forum Secretariat hired consultants to assist in the preparation of background 

papers and assessments. These assessments and outcomes of preparatory intersessional work related to the 

midterm review, will be submitted to the open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc expert group on the 

preparations for the IAF-MTR, which will be convened in late 2023.  

 

The views and opinions expressed in the assessment reports are those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect those of the United Nations Secretariat. The designations and terminology employed may not 

conform to United Nations practice and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 

of the Organization. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
1. This report is one of the 10 assessment reports prepared by consultants as part of preparations 
for the UNFF’s midterm review (MTR) in 2024 of the effectiveness of the International Arrangement on 
Forest (IAF) in meeting its objectives, as set out in paragraphs 28-31 of ECOSOC resolution 2022/171. The 



6 
 

Conventions (CBD, UNFCCC, CCD), and continuously include inputs into HLPF sessions; iii) increase the 
visibility and the support for the submission of the VNCs and enhance the engagement of stakeholders, 
as a tool to achieve the objectives of IAF. Additionally, other components that can contribute to the 
overall achievement of the IAF objectives are as follows: 

- Supporting countries: Members of the Forum should be more committed with the submission 
of their NVRs, strengthening the implementation of UNSPF; the Forum and its members should 
further strengthen forest governance structures and means of implementation; facilitate the 
monitoring indicators of the GFGs to engage the member countries on the submission of their 
VNCs; and support subnational and local institutions. 

- Cooperation: Urge UNFF to work in synergy with other relevant initiatives dealing with SFM; 
involve local communities in global policy discussions; promote cross-sectoral cooperation and 
efforts to improve cooperation between developed and developing countries at all levels; use 
hybrid meeting formats for intersessional activities; and improve the communication among 
member states and the UNFF secretariat.  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

7. The UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) is conducting a midterm review (MTR) of the effectiveness of 
the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) in achieving its objectives at UNFF19 to be held in 2024, 
according to the provisions of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolutions 2015/333 and 
2021/6. 
 
8. In the lead-up to the midterm review of the IAF, the UNFF through ECOSOC resolution 2022/17, 
decided to carry out the actions and tasks in ten (10) areas contained in the annex to the Resolution as 
part of intersessional activities on this matter leading up to UNFF19. Additionally, the UNFF, decided 
that the actions contained in the annex of the Resolution should be implemented in a transparent and 
independent manner, and in close consultation with Members of the Forum, and Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests (CPF) member organizations and other relevant stakeholders, including through 
questionnaires, where appropriate. 
 
9. This report refers to Section A: UNFF and its Members, one of 10 areas identified in the annex of 
IAF ECOSOC Resolution 2022/17 to be assessed, in preparations for the IAF mid-term review in 2024. 
This report addresses specific actions presented in Box 1. 
  

Box 1: Assessment A – Actions related to the UNFF and its members 

 (Annex to ECOSOC Resolution 2022/17) 

1. Assess the progress made by the UNFF and its members towards the objectives of the IAF, as 
defined in ECOSOC resolution 2015/33. 

2. Analyze the performance of the Forum in carrying out its functions, as defined in paragraph 3 of 
Council resolution 2015/33, by identifying its impact on the global forest policy landscape and on 
the work of the HLPF, and the means to enable the Forum to broaden its impact. 

3. Explore additional measures to improve the use of the annual sessions of the Forum and to engage 
members in the intersessional activities of the Forum to foster the achievement of the Global 

 
3 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/259/77/PDF/N1525977.pdf?OpenElement 

https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2015/33
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2015/33
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Forest Goals (GFGs). 

4. Identify further means to encourage the submission of more voluntary national reports (VNRs) 
and announcements of voluntary national contributions (VNCs) by members of the Forum, as well 
as identify means to encourage increased VNCs by members of the Forum and promote their 
effectiveness. 

 
10. The main objective of the report is to present an assessment on section A referring to the UNFF 
and its Members, including progress made towards the objectives of the IAF, performance of the UNFF 
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ECOSOC Resolution 2022/17 (see Annex 3). Later on, the consultant made direct contact (by e-mail and 
telephone contact) with UNFF National focal points of major countries that had not answered the 
questionnaire in the first instance. The responses received as of 22 December 2022, totaled 26 
contributions, represented by 20 countries, 3 CPF members and 3 organizations. Analysis of the 
responses to the six questions on Assessment A is presented in Section IV of this report, and the detailed 
responses to the questionnaire are provided in Annex III.  
 
17. It is important to note that: 

¶ The information was obtained from a limited number of respondents, totaling 20 out of 
197 member States;  

¶ The quality of collected responses to the open-ended questions varied greatly, ranging 
from general statements to detailed answers. There were cases in that some questions 
were not answered and/or the countries did not take a position on the topic to be 
answered; 

¶ All collected responses relevant to the topics covered are reported in this document; 

¶ The Secretariat facilitated the consultants’ work by providing administrative support, 
relevant documentation, and other information as requested. The views expressed in this 
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22. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N17/184/62/PDF/N1718462.pdf?OpenElement
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July 2020 (ECOSOC/RES/2020/14) in its section “Monitoring,
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answers of the respondents, and therefore, the member countries or stakeholders that did not 
respond/or did not take position on certain topics (questions), were not included. In addition, the 
analysis has also been supplemented by consultant reviewing the progress in implementation of 
relevant provisions of the UNSPF and UNFF resolutions related to Members of the Forum and UNFF 
itself.  
 
30. As of December 22nd, 2022, responses have been received from 20 Member States, among 197 
member countries, 3 CPF members, 2 regional/subregional partners and 1 Major Group (see Table 1). 
Additionally, direct attempts were made to contact the UNFF focal points in the respective member 
countries (major tropical countries)6. As a result of this contact, Guatemala and Thailand also 
contributed responding the questionnaire. 

 

Table 1 – Consolidated questionnaire recipients and respondents 

STAKEHOLDERS RECIPIENTS RESPONDENTS 
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to provide capacity building assistance on reporting on GFGs, and in the implementation of the UNFI 
(UN Forest Instrument) by member states. 
 

34. The responses on the progress made by UNFF members to implement sustainable management 
of all types of forests were, in general, a bit vague. It is noteworthy ECOSOC Resolution 2017/4 presents 
in its paragraph 28 that “The United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017–2030 provides a reference 
for ambitious and transformational actions by all actors, at all levels, to achieve its global forest goals 
and targets." Despite that, some countries responded that e

/esa/forests/documents/un-forest-instrument/index.html
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39. The relevance of assistance from international organizations, such as the CPF joint statement on 
“Turning the Tide on Deforestation” released in 2021 during the UNFF16, is an important cooperation 
mechanism, although efforts are still needed to implement it and strengthen coordination, with greater 
support from member states for collaboration at the capital level. The need to enhance synergies and 
cooperation at the national level has been reiterated by the UNFF and its Members, but it is showing to 
be a slow process. 
 
40.
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agroforestry plantation program designed to attract new public-private investments, making available 
credit for property holders in forest areas. 
 
48. On the cross-sectoral cooperation at all levels, only six member countries contributed. Their 
perception on the UNFF efforts to develop cross-sectoral cooperation varies significantly. Some 
countries mentioned that the intersectoral cooperation has been slow and that the UNFF and UNFFS 
should play a stronger role in this effort, considering that, so far, it has not delivered tangible results. On 
the other hand, some countries mentioned that several plans are being actively implemented through 
engagement and strategic collaboration with various parties, including other government 
departments/agencies, local authorities, universities, NGOs, civil society organizations (CSOs). 
 
49. The common aspect is the importance to promote direct exchanges at the community level 
(local and indigenous communities) but in some cases, the cooperation actions are not connected with 
UNFF processes. 
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guidelines to strengthen forest governance capacity; promotion of institutional interaction among 
national authorities involved in forestry; and provisions of additional income for families in rural regions 
affected by the pandemic to help eradicate poverty. 



16 
 

stakeholder engagement is an important objective of the IAF (specifically, greater progress in private 
sector cooperation is a stated goal of the IAF). 
  
60. 
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66. Nevertheless, the platform needs to be more effective in promoting intersectoral cooperation, 
involving local communities in global policy discussions and in the implementation of actions and 
measures at national, subnational and local levels. The platform could also be used for more exchanges 
of experiences, and discussions on other emerging issues on forest policy and expert presentations, 
instead of focusing on discussions only in the political debate. 

b. Promoting, monitoring, and assessing the implementation of SFM, in particular, the UNFI 

67. A common strength observed was the submission of VNCs by member states. In general, the 
VNCs are considered as an opportunity to share and monitor progress made by member states. 
However, countries need to be further encouraged to submit their reports, and VNCs. The monitoring 
indicators of the GFGs need to be facilitated to support member states. As additional tools to promote 
monitoring in SFM implementation, countries can be guided by the Global Forest Resources 
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72. The non-binding nature of the UNFF, allows Member States to work towards effective enabling 
conditions for SFM and to promote appropriate governance frameworks, although some countries 
consider the non-binding nature of UNFF to be an obstacle to the effective implementation of its 
decisions. 
 
73. In conclusion, there is room for improvement in forest governance, including amending the 
forest-related legal framework and promoting the participation of all levels in forest governance 
discussion, such as local communities, small landholders and informal sector; and better access to 
forest-related education best suited to the reality of respective countries. 

e. Strengthening high-level political engagement, with the participation of major groups and 
other stakeholders, in support of SFM 

74. The progress towards supporting SFM considering high-level political engagement has been 
made primarily through the UNFF. UNFF has taken positive steps to encourage and facilitate the 
participation of major groups and other stakeholders. The involvement of major groups is of utmost 
importance for an inclusive and transparent process. Moreover, the UNFF input into HLPF, ministerial 
statement, CPF and major groups input at the UNFF sessions are key to support SFM. 
 
75. On the other hand, some members consider that the forest sector is still not so well-positioned 
in the national and international agendas and that UNFF could increase inputs into HLPF sessions making 
the progress in this area (political engagement) more strategic. For instance, participation of UNFF in 
international fora, such as in the UNFCCC to better promote the Forum´s objectives, and the 
contribution of forests. 
 
76. At the regional level, some countries are adopting measures, for strengthening high-level 
political engagement and promotion of SFM, such as environmental strategies, sustainable development 
and ecosystem restoration plans, systems to combat environmental crimes, among other actions. 

IV. 5 – Level of engagement of Members and stakeholders in the Forum’s intersessional activities and 

suggestions to improve UNFF’s annual sessions including intersessional activities 

77. The main perception is that there is currently a low engagement of member countries in the 
participation in Forum’s sessions, and discussions of the Forum. The reasons vary from the difficulties in 
interactive dialogue and engagement on emerging policy issues in formal Forum settings to the lack of 
resources that affects the participation of developing countries. It is noteworthy that each member state 
has its own potential, possibilities, availability and individual particularities that should be taken into 
account. 
 
78. At times, Forum discussions are restricted due to the program schedule constraints, hindering 
different groups with different perspectives (often the main actors related to SFM), to express 
themselves and contribute to the discussions. It is important to improve the management of the IAF's 
challenges and work to ensure that actions are being carried out, and review the follow-up actions 
related to the UNSPF, to increase collaboration among global forest-relevant government agencies. 
 
79. The UNFF annual sessions should be used for discussing issues that are not, or cannot be, 
discussed elsewhere and use more innovative formats, with more interactive dialogues. It should be 
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considered to hold more intersessional activities (including UNFF sessions) in countries with forest 
resources, to a further understanding of the different conditions on the ground. Table 2 presents a 
summary of specific suggestions for improvements indicated by some Member Countries and 
organizations. 

 

Table 2 – Suggestions to improve the use of the UNFF’s annual sessions and intersessional 
activities. 

COUNTRY/ORG. SUGGESTIONS 

ACTO ¶ 
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IV. 6 – Encourage more UNFF Members to submit Voluntary National Reports (VNR) and Voluntary 

National Contributions (VNC) 

80. The UNFF support to member states and simplification of reporting format are fundamental to 
encourage more UNFF Members to submit voluntary national reports. The difficulty of assessing the key 
indicators in the reports can end up becoming a costly activity and eventually member countries need 
financial support to prepare their national reports. Similarly, support and technical capacity building for 
countries are needed to prepare their reports. An alternative to encourage member countries to 
prepare their reports would be the creation of a single platform allowing the online filling of the 
information in phases and with validation and approval by the responsible institutions. The results of the 
reports and the successful cases of SFM should be shared at the regional level, strengthening the 
synergy between national, subnational and local authorities. VNCs could be strongly related to political 
commitment of each Member State. 
 
81. Communication between the UNFF and the focal points of the Member Countries plays an 
important role in collaboration and VNR submission success, but to some extent it is not clear. In order 
to have clear and effective communication, it would be ideal the designation of only one UNFF e-mail 
specifically assigned to this issue, be facilitating the receipt of the VNRs and the exchange of relevant 
information regarding VNRs and VNCs. 
 
82. The deadline for submitting reports is also a sensitive issue. In general, the deadline should be 
more flexible, conciliating with the publication of other relevant documents such as the FRA/FAO on the 
state of the world's forests. 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

83. The conclusions and recommendations took into consideration the review of the official UNFF 
documents, analysis of contribution of Member Countries to the questionnaire (section A - questions A1 
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towards effective enabling conditions for SFM and to promote governance structures appropriate to 
their own reality. In the pursuit of the IAF's objectives, UNFF members have focused on the legal fields 
(revision of laws related to forest policy, and combat forest crimes). Additionally, forest governance 
structure, stakeholder involvement, intersectoral cooperation, and means of implementation are areas 
where additional efforts are needed to achieve progress on SDGs and GFGs by 2030; otherwise, it will 
not be possible to accomplish all the objectives. 
 
87. Regarding interaction and cooperation, it is remarked that there is more interaction and 
cooperation on forest-related issues at the regional level than North-South and South-South 
cooperation, and the communication with the secretariat is sometimes not sufficient. 
 
88. Noteworthy is the importance of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, on 
forest agendas to develop and institutionalize forest policies through national programs and 
consolidation of appropriate legislation. It is recognized that the growing recognition by the UNFF of 
forest-related commitments and contributions supports the implementation of policies. 
 
89. The support for forests that coincides with the IAF sometimes does not effectively result from it. 
Soon the UNSPF and the GFGs remain lesser-known and have not been sufficient to keep up with 
emerging crises (deforestation, biodiversity loss, and climate change). Other initiatives that do not 
involve the UNFF directly end up being more relevant in actions directed at SFM and global climate 
concerns. 
 

90. The main weakness on achieving the IAF goals is the inconsistent participation in stakeholders 
and member states engagement. It is suggested to strengthen forest governance structures, foster 
regional cooperation, increase efforts to support low-GDP countries in terms of direct financial and 
technical support, and guide public forest policies towards alternatives to sustainable management that 
integrates society's controllers. 

91. The IAF's operation was recognized and described as transparent, effective, efficient and 
accountable. Efforts to reach out member states and provide support to the program in implementation 
are recognized. 
 
92. In spite of that, there is a lack of adequate means to track the progress in achieving the IAF goals 
by member states involved, and there is a need to improve efficiency in communication among member 
states. It is important to make the organizational structure and the tasks done by the UNFF more 
transparent with its actions being frequently shared, including the work done during the annual sessions 
and the inter-sessional period. 

 

93. 
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¶ Involve local communities in global policy discussions at national, subnational, and local levels; 

¶ Promote cross-sectoral cooperation and efforts to improve cooperation between developed and 
developing countries at all levels (financial support, knowledge, technologies, capacity building); 

¶ Use hybrid meeting formats for intersessional activities, thus increasing opportunities for 
sharing experiences among countries; 

¶ Improve efficiency in communication among member states and with the UNFF secretariat by 
designating a focal point for communication.  
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VI. ANNEXES 

Annex 1 – Consultant bio: Ivan Tomaselli 

Ivan Tomaselli is the founder, and currently President of STCP Engenharia de Projetos Ltda. He is also 
President of MEPEN ENERGIA S.A. Has over 40 years of professional experience in developing projects 
related to the forest industry and forest products market, public policy and sectoral programs. He has 
worked as project coordinator and consultant of the company and international organizations such as 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Trade Center (ITC), International Tropical 
Timber Organization (ITTO), the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Center for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR), International Institute of Environment and Development (IIED) 
and others. Tomaselli has published over 200 technical and scientific papers and has delivered hundreds 
of lectures and courses in events around the world. Coauthor of the book "Project Management", Kairós 
Edições, 2016 and published a book “Engineering projects applied to forest industries”, in 2019. He was 
a Professor at the Federal University of Paraná from 1977 to 2010. He is currently the Vice President of 
Technology and Development of the Brazilian Association of Mechanically-Processed Timber Association 
(ABIMCI), member of DASOS (Finland) Investment Committee, and member of AMATA Company 
Administrative Board. 

Tomaselli earned B.Sc. degree in Forest Engineering from the Federal University of Paraná (UFPR), 
Brazil; M.Sc. degree in Timber Technology from UFPR, Brazil; PhD. degree from the University of 
Melbourne, Australia; and post-doctorate at the Bundesforschungsanstalt fur Forest-und Holzwirtchaft, 
Hamburg, Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



mailto:lucia.gomez@mag.gob.sv
http://claudiu.zaharescu@mmediu.ro/
mailto:NFO-Director@fao.org
mailto:DDG-Semedo@fao.org
mailto:DDG-Semedo@fao.org
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systematic methodology or analysis to determine the level of impact of the UNFF on these advances.  
Considering the above, in the case of Colombia, progress in SFM has been associated with the REDD+ Payment for 
Results Program signed with Germany, Norway and the United Kingdom and other cooperating countries, such as 
the USA and France, which has allowed progress through the Community Forestry Program in implementing forest 
management actions in territories with a high threat of deforestation.  While it is true that the UNFF has become a 
space to discuss and align the purposes of sustainable development related to forests at a global level, the 
implementation of conservation, restoration and deforestation reduction actions has been materialized through the 
commitments defined in the UNFCCC, CBD, the International Tropical Timber Agreement, among others, and 
through the support of international cooperation. 

El Salvador El Salvador has public institutions to manage forests. The MARN is in charge of protection, conservation, 
preservation and other related aspects, and the MAG is in charge of 
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the approval of Management Plans, Reforestation Plans, Annual Operating Plans, and citizen consultation. This 
forest management is based on Law No. 1 of February 3, 1994. 
Regarding mangrove forests
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ACTO Having as a framework the UNSPF 2017-
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¶ Dissemination and or Circulation to member states of relevant information on forestry related matters. Kenya 
has regularly submitted her reports to UNFF, FAO, UNFCCC and UNCBD among others making it easy for 
member states to access such information once uploaded in the relevant websites. Forest related information 
on Kenya is also posted to the websites of key government ministries and those of specialized forest agencies 
including the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, Kenya Forest Service, Kenya Forestry Research Institute, 
National Environment Management Authority among others. A lot of information is also routinely shared in 
social media outlets for these entities and in the form of publications in scientific platforms (such as research 
gate; google scholar). 

¶ Promoting voluntary reporting from member states for experience sharing. 

¶ Kenya is active in submitting voluntary national reports to UNFF, FAO, UNFCCC, UNCCD, and UNCBD. 

Major Group for 
Children and 
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Panama The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presented and launched the National Cooperation Plan of the Republic of Panama 
(PNC). It is made up of elements of strategies, operations and instruments, aimed at maximizing the results of 
cooperation, and to guide the development of multi-year action plans. It is of utmost importance to achieve the 
SDGs by 2030. 
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contribute to the global effort to restore 150 million hectares of degraded and deforested forests by 2020, and 350 
million hectares by 2030. 
In this way, the United Nations Instrument on Forests in Colombia has become a reference for forest-related 
measures; however, forest governance frameworks and means of implementation have been implemented as part 
of commitments assumed in legally binding instruments and through processes promoted by partners in other 
initiatives.  

El Salvador El Salvador's Forestry Policy 2016
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Kenya ¶ Kenya has in place a Ministry responsible for Environment and Forestry headed by a Cabinet Secretary which 
underscores the level of interest by Government in profiling the importance of forestry.  

¶ In all sessions of the UNFF Kenya, has always constituted national delegations led by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry with the coordination and participation by Kenya Permanent Mission to UN based in 
New York; 

¶ Kenya has also developed the requisite policies and legislations for forest management which are processed at 
the technical level by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry / Kenya Forest Service and other relevant 
stakeholders, the executive arm of Government and Parliament. 

¶ The Ministry of Environment and Forestry /Kenya Forest Service regularly engages Parliament on matters of 
forest conservation and management and the working relationships have been good and very productive. 

¶ Organization of high-level round table discussion of key forest related subjects during meetings of member 
states. 

Major Group for 
Children and 
Youth (MGCY) 

¶ The forum adopted the United Nations Strategic Plan on Forests, a global framework that supports SFM and 
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Nigeria Our major approach in strengthening long-term political commitment to the achievement of the IAF objectives 
includes involvement of top-level decision and policy makers and influencers across the national and sub-national 
levels of governance. It also includes Institutionalization of forestry programmes, plans and long-term initiatives 
through appropriate legislation and process documentation. 

Panama In this context, MiAmbiente, through the national forestry department, continues to monitor and strengthen the 
commitments acquired at the regional and international levels.  
Within the framework of our responsibilities, we have the National Forest Restoration Program, in agreement with 
more investment programs through the FIDEICOMISO, of which we can mention that nine (09) projects are being 
executed with nationwide work action.  
I would like to list our projects such as:  
1. Construction and habilitation of 2 control posts in the municipality of Chame and updating of the management 
and sanitation plan for the protected area. 
2. Strengthening of the alliance for the million hectares. 
3. Survey of INFC plots.  
4. Combat illegal logging and protect biodiversity. 
5. Increased capacity for the management of non-timber products of Tagua and Chunga in the Darien. 
6. Establishment of semi-permanent nurseries in 45 villages in the country. 
7. Conservation of mangroves in Chame Bay. 
8. Preparation for the national REDD strategy. 
9. Identification of forest vocation lands. 
These projects meet direct SDGs such as:  
4. Quality education  5. Gender equality  6. Clean water and sanitation  8. Decent work and economic growth  10. 
Reduction of inequalities  13. Climate action  15. Lives of terrestrial ecosystems  In turn with indirect SDGs such as:  1. 
End poverty  2. Zero hunger 5. Gender equality  6. Clean water and sanitation  10. Reduction of inequalities  12. 
Responsible production and consumption  14. Underwater life  16. Peace, justice and strong institutions 

Peru The growing recognition by the UNFF of the forest-related commitments and contributions of the "Glasgow 
Declaration on Forests and Land Use" at COP26 and the adoption of the Seoul Forestry Declaration at the 15th 
World Forestry Congress, gives UNFF support to countries and their national development programs for the 
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Canada The UNFFS has been through a period of upheaval and, while things have stabilized, this is the time for bold 
leadership. Moving forward we recommend standing joint Bureau meetings between the Bureaus of the UNFF and 
COFO, and periodically the UNECE, as a starting point to better harmonize efforts. 

China 
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Malaysia In general, all GFGs are implemented by members, but they are not achieved because of insufficient financial, 
technical and technological support. Financial and technological support is the key to achieving the long-term global 
forest goals. However, each country has different starting positions and circumstances as well as different 
opportunities to contribute to achieving the above goals. Therefore, developed countries, business sectors, financial 
institutions and key stakeholders need to accelerate their support to developing and least-developed countries 
through scaled-up financial resources to achieve GFGs. This support is in line with the Common but Differentiated 



44 
 

ACTO Bearing in mind that the IAF international agreement on forests is made up of the UNFF and its Member States; the 
Forum secretariat; the CPF; the Global Network for the Facilitation of Forest Financing and the Trust Fund of the 
UNFF, it is possible to evidence through their multiple resolutions and reports the management of their activities, 
which indicates a transparent and responsible operation. Its effectiveness and efficiency, although good, have been 
limited to its operational capacity and especially to the financial capacity for the development of actions that 
generate a greater impact according to the specific needs of each Member State. 

Australia 



45 
 

Mexico Yes, periodic evaluations and reviews help to ensure that its operation is conducted in a transparent, effective, 
efficient and accountable manner. 

Nigeria Yes, but there is still the need for improvement. 

Panama It has indeed been operating transparently in the region. 
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Forest Europe 
ORG 

We agree, that UNFF offered this platform. However, the platform focused on the political debate. In addition, UNFF 
could offer this platform also to exchange best practice examples based on latest science on emerging topics of forest 
policy such as e.g. the increase of forest resilience against climate change or the loss of forest biodiversity. 

ITTO Definitely an effort has been made, but even the so-called “Major Groups” are often not representative of 
stakeholders living and working close to forests in the field. The coordination of emerging issues is also not very clear 
as it takes quite some time for any coordinated approach to be discussed, decided and materialized. 

IUFRO It is the only global policy-platform focused on forest policy that addresses the forest-related issues in a 
comprehensive manner. Improvement can be made in terms of cross-sectoral approaches, as this aspect is currently 
fairly weak. 

Jamaica UNFF annual meetings/forums provide opportunities for progress in this area.  

Kenya ¶ Enhanced intersessional work to maximize the impact and relevance of its work 

¶ Fostered exchange of experiences and lessons learned among countries, regional, sub-regional and non-
governmental partners and the CPF 

¶ Holding annual sessions of the Forum except during the COVID 19 Pandemic 

¶ Organized experience sharing forum for the emerging issue of COVID 19 

Major Group 
for Children 
and Youth 
(MGCY) 

¶ Forum sessions and intersessional activities have provided an opportunity through which stakeholders highlight 
issues unique to them and offer perspectives that can shape the global forest policy discourse. 

¶ UNFF has supported involvement in their processes and efforts of regional and sub-regional entities, women, 
children and youth, indigenous and local communities. This is geared towards promoting practices such as 
community-based SFM. 

¶ The forum encouraged integration of the GFGs and targets into regional and subregional forest-related 
programmes, plans and policies together with multi stakeholder dialogues which promote forest policy coherence 
by major groups.
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USA The universal membership of the UNFF provides a participatory intergovernmental platform for all types of forests. 
The Four-Year Programme of Work (4POW) allows room for thematic discussions and emerging issues at Forum 
sessions through planned alternate policy and technical-themed years. 
The creation and representation of CPF members helps ensure issues are discussed in a more integrated and holistic 
manner. 

Note: Guatemala, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Romania and Switzerland did not respond or did not express a position regarding this 
topic. 

b. Promoting, monitoring, and assessing the implementation of SFM, in particular, the UNFI? 

Australia We were pleased to support and participate in the development of the flagship report, including through submitting a 
voluntary national report. Australia believes these is an important step to ensure global progress towards the UNSPF 
and GFGs, and are also pleased that this process continues to be refined to improve reporting. 

Canada Monitoring and reporting on SFM via the GFGs and FRA is improved. The Flagship was a very good initiative that we 
would like to see continue. One improvement would be to include policy recommendations. 

China Considerable progress has been made. More than 50 countries submitted their voluntary national reports in 2019, 
laying a good foundation for the publication of the 2022 GFGs 
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New Zealand We note that, according to the United Nations UNFI webpage (UNFF » UNFI Implementation), the last UNFI 
Implementation Workshop was held in January 2016, with five other workshops unconfirmed. We believe there should 
be a more regular schedule for these workshops to maximize attendance and ensure continuity. Or if members do not 
consider this a priority, it would be useful to understand why not. We also note the findings, Recommendations and 
Key Lessons Learned in the UN report “Monitoring Progress towards SFM (2016-2019)” (MAR-
EvaluationReport_24Dec2019.pdf (un.org)). We recommend considering the learnings from this report when 
considering the functions of the UNFF related to promoting, monitoring, and assessing the implementation of SFM. 

Panama In the historical framework, transcendental changes occurred in 2015 at the institutional level, where the National 
Environmental Authority (ANAM) became the Ministry of Environment (MiAmbiente). By 2016, the forestry 
department, which was under the umbrella of the Watershed Directorate, moves up the hierarchical level from 
department to Forestry Directorate.  Projects implemented by WWF with the support of ITTO and the EU FAO FLEGT 
program for the Darien area strengthened forest governance, initiating the first steps of forest culture. 

Thailand So far, the Royal Forest Department of Thailand has promoted the monitoring and evaluation programs through: 
1. Technology has been deployed to support small, medium, and large scale enterprise in forestry business. 
2. Forest products have been standardized for getting ready for national and international trades 
3. To promote food security, Royal Forest Department (RFD) has established 1.6 m ha of buffer zones for 15,000 
community forests to ensure food security for forest dependents in 2019 
4. Under the responsible of Marine and Coastal Resources Department, awareness rising campaigns of mangrove 
forest conservation for food security has been promoted 
5. Under the Article 65 of the 2019 National Park Act, it would be the responsibility of Department of National Park 
Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP) to provide list of collective species for allowing forest dependents around the 
protected areas to harvest during the certain period of the year. 
Under the above-mentioned initiatives, descriptions of activities are listed below: 
1. National Single Window System (NSW) has been implemented to link the information regarding forest product 
trading with other authorized agencies such as Customs Department, Transport Department, and Port Authority of 
Thailand to facilitate the business procedure for import and export. 
2. Forest certification has been implemented by RFD to ensure standardization of forest products and trading 
3. 1.6 m ha of 5-km strip of buffer zones between the national reserve forests and communities has established to 
secure food and non-timber forest products for 18,000 communities 
4. Information technology has been applied to facilitate the accessibility of information regarding forestry information 
from the public. Some IT application could be accessed through mobile phone such as general information on forestry 
under the Royal Forest Department (RFD) such as (forest4thai), online-forest plantation registration for getting 
seedlings and tree planting (E-tree) while some applications such as DNP4Thai and NationalPark4Thai are also 
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Mexico While it is recognized that the UNFF has supported countries such as Botswana, Côte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, 
Malawi, the United Republic of Tanzania, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, South Africa and Thailand in accessing 
financial resources, it is felt that the UNFF could make a greater difference in the international green financing system. 
On the other hand, although the organizations that make up the CPF mainly promote collaboration and access to 
technical and scientific resources, these activities should continue to be strengthened and focus not only on national 
institutions but also on subnational and local institutions and, in particular, be aimed at encouraging local communities 
and/or indigenous populations to participate in scientific and technological innovation. 

Panama Let's remember that forestry and forest research issues require years of studies to provide answers and questions that 
arise not only in our countries, but also in the Central American region.  
In this context, all the ministries of environment and forestry in the region should have a liaison representative in each 
country in terms of research and the creation of a platform where the results can be shared, adding the integration of 
universities and NGOs, which are the most dedicated entities in terms of technical, scientific and financial resources. 

Peru To work on the means of implementation, operations and resources of the Global Network for the Facilitation of 
Forest Finance from the UNFF15 and to reflect in the Omnibus Resolution, points 13 and 15 the following: 

¶ RES. 13 Recalls the importance of the mobilization and effective use of financial resources, including new and 
additional resources from all sources and at all levels, and recalls that public policies and the mobilization and 
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