OECD Contribution to the UN Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement

Forced displacement has become a global phenomenon. In 2020, almost 51 million people were
displaced within the borders of their own countries. This humber has risen significantly since the
historically low levels of displacement in 2011 (IDMC, 2020).

Displacement is complex and context-specific. It entails large movements of people within a highly
charged political environment. The absence of specific legal protections for displaced persons can
create significant vulnerabilities and fragilities, frequently amidst a disrupted economic and financing
landscape. As a result, internally displaced persons are often excluded from municipal or local
authorities’ structural responses to the crisis.

Increasingly, internally displaced persons are also the ones most left behind because aid providers
cannot reach them. As belligerents in modern conflicts show a massive disregard for humanitarian
principles,
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communities and resident populations a prospect for livelihood and self-reliance. This can boost the
activities of the private sector and light industry, especially in urban displacement settings. In rural or
peri-urban areas, camps can sometimes host several dozen thousands of residents, representing
substantial market opportunities. Economic reconstruction programmes can direct funds in the form
of lines of credit to small and medium-
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Conflict and Fragility (INCAF) works to achieve policy commitments and behaviour change among
international actors, focusing on the most vulnerable, including internally displaced and refugees.

For several years, policy research has pointed to the need for a better articulation of the response to
meet short-term and long-



