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Gender	Equal	Nationality	Laws	
Nationality	 laws	 in	 25	 countries	 currently	 prevent	 women	 from	 passing	 their	 nationality	 to	 their	
children	on	an	equal	basis	with	men.	Roughly	50	countries	deny	women	equal	rights	with	men	in	their	
ability	to	acquire,	change,	or	retain	their	nationality	or	to	confer	nationality	on	non-national	spouses.	
This	discrimination	 results	 in	wide-ranging	human	 rights	violations,	violates	 international	 law,	 inhibits	
sustainable	development,	and	remains	a	top	cause	of	statelessness.	In	displacement	contexts,	gender-
discriminatory	nationality	laws	impact	even	greater	portions	of	a	population,	while	further	exacerbating	
protection	concerns	and	the	vulnerability	of	IDPs.	IDPs	often	face	family	separation	and	the	loss	of	civil	
documents,	underscoring	the	need	for	each	parent	–	regardless	of	gender	–	to	have	the	right	to	confer	
nationality	on	their	child.	Those	lacking	identity	documents	as	a	result	of	discriminatory	nationality	laws	
may	be	denied	freedom	of	movement	and	often	face	obstacles	in	securing	equal	access	to	healthcare,	
education,	and	other	social	services.	Eliminating	gender	discrimination	in	nationality	laws	is	essential	to	


