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Your Excellency, Mr. Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-
Thani, Deputy Prime inister and Minister of Foreign of the State
of Qatar and President of LDC5;

e Your Excellency, r.Lazarus Chakwera, President of the
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Excellencies;

1. It is with great honour that | deliver this statement on behalf of the Group

of Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs).

2. The Group takes this opportunity to congratulate the State of Qatar for
assuming the Presidency of the LDC5 and we are confident on the able

leadership of Qatar to steer us to a successful Conference in Doha.

Mr. President,




momentum from Istanbul in consolidating the support needed to launch

these countries onto a sustainable development path.

5. We also take this opportunity to commend the continued generosity of
the State of Qatar in supporting the LDCs, and for maintaining the kind

offer to host the Conference under the still challenging circumstances.

r. President,
6. The LDCs, LLDCs as well as the SIDS, aIthough facing challenges
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group of countries together. In fact, 46 LDCs are part of the family of 91
countries in vulnerable situations, together with the LLDCs and SIDS.
Furthermore, more than half of the 32 LLDCs are also categorized as

least developed.
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In view of their special circumstances, we firmly believe that it is
important to continue our relentless efforts to address the challenges

encountered by these groups of countries which also have overlapping



Mr. President,
9. We cannot help but underscore the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic
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that it will take even much longer for LDCs to return to the pre-pandemic

levels of gross domestic product (GDP) per capita.

10. With diminished fiscal space -- compounded also by the debt crisis --
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constrained in stimulating their sustainable economic growth. They also

lack the kind of diversification needed to also boost resilience to shocks
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moment to give due consideration to LDCs’ priorities.

14. In this regard, we call on all the Members of the WTO to deliver a

favorable outcome for the most vulnerable members of the Organization
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development.

Mr. President,
15. Let me end by noting that our Group is also set to soon embark on
preparations for the Third United Nations Conference on LLDCs to be

held in 2024, in accordance with the General Assembly resolution
76/217.

16. The LLDCs Group will therefore build on the experiences emanating



