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Our Vision

A world in which young people in the Least Developed Countries are:
Empowered to achieve their full potential.
Enjoying their human rights.
Contributing as agents of change for the benefit of everyone, everywhere.

Our Commitment

We, the young people, meeting at the 5th United Nations Conference on the
Least Developed Countries in Doha, Qatar on the 22nd of January 2022, commit
to taking a proactive role in the implementation of the new Programme of
Action for the LDCs.

As agents of change we come together to champion our vision for an equal,
fair, resilient, and sustainable world in which young people in the Least
Developed Countries are empowered to achieve their full potential, enjoy their
human rights, and can contribute for positive change that benefits everyone,
everywhere.

Preamble

In LDCs, approximately 60% of the population are under 25 years old. The number of adolescents and youth
aged 15 to 24 years is projected to grow from 207 million in 2019 to 336 million in 2050. However, many LDCs
are facing high youth unemployment and illiteracy rates, aggravating inequality and social discontent which
ultimately exposes young people to poverty, further social exclusion and prevents them from fully developing
their potential, access employment and education opportunities and positively engage in their communities.
Furthermore, the growing challenges imposed by climate change, emerging conflicts and fast-paced
technological advancements tend to disproportionately affect the younger generations which is why any



vision or development plan for LDC must include young people not just as beneficiaries but also as rights
holders and agents of change.
Hence, the 5t United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) must provide a platform

for dialogue among LDCs, development partners and the global community on youth developmentin LDCs.
The Conference should create space for engagement with youth in



national, local action plans, with the partnership of young people and youth organisations in
their design, implementation, and evaluation.

Co-shape and co-implement with young people programmes that promote intra and inter-
community social cohesion, intercultural dialogue, and mutual understanding to prevent
violent extremism in territories or communities where there are or might emerge violent
conflicts.

Foster and subsidize, through transparent and sustained mechanisms, community-based and
civil society-led initiatives aiming to tackle multilayered social and economic problems
affecting communities.

c. Access to education:

Vi.

Vii.

Viii.

States should guarantee universal access to quality, gender transformative and inclusive
education. This should be done recognizing the importance of the universal acquisition of
foundational skills, advanced skills development (including transferable skills), Technical and
Vocational Education and Training and, of life-long learning acquired through e-learning, non-
formal and informal learning contexts, including learning supported by youth organisations.
States should increase the funding for education and ensure necessary resources are
available to secure quality education for all young people, especially those from marginalised
groups, so they can fully develop through education and gain a wide range of skills, to
prepare them for life and work.

Secure international investment in quality education, ensuring a gender-responsive, diverse,
and inclusive school system.

Ensure that all school environments are safe and promote the health and wellbeing of all
young people, including through promotion of SRHR and integration of comprehensive
sexuality education through the curriculum.

Invest in ensuring that in-person and digital education is in languages that all young people
understand and can participate in.

Revise and adapt national curricula to ensure that young people in the education system are
skiled and equipped with job-ready competencies, but are also prepared to face the
challenges of the country they live in.

Develop and encourage the use of an education system that allows the transfer of grade
points across countries and regions. This will allow young people on the move to resume their
studies once they are in a more permanent location.

Work with Universities and institutions to drop the English Test examinations for students from
LDCs that use English as the medium of instruction. The test lowers the chances for young
deserving students to enroll for higher education in developed countries since they cannot
afford the test.

d. Accessto decent employment and entrepreneurship:

Guarantee that decent work options are available and accessible to young people by
designing and implementing policies that foster decent work opportunities, including the
demand for remote part-time work

Ensure that young









7.

Food security and nutrition

a.

b.

Call on Governments to provide nutritious and naturally sourced food assistance to
communities that are hit by hunger.

Empower young people in LDCs with knowledge, expertise, and technology to foster young
people’s participation in sustainable agriculture to promote food security.

Invest in farming through sustainable finance, mechanization, innovation, and subsidies for
the next generation of farmers and fisherfolk.

Develop and implement policies on food disposal, especially in urban centers reducing
environmental degradation by reducing food waste.

Promote indigenou



Identify ways to more accurately track and report on the resources allocated to young
people in humanitarian contexts.

Ensure the generation and use of age- and sex- disaggregated data pertaining to migrant
and displaced adolescents and youth in humanitarian settings.

9. Digital Inclusion, Connecting the Unconnected
a. Affordability of ICT devices and services:

a

i. Ensure that the costs of ICT devices and services remain affordable, innovative, and
adaptable for youth living in LDCs, especially those marginalized by income, geography, sex,
the disabled and other social categories.

ii. Establish ICT community centres to enable young people, especially those from marginalized
groups (girls and young women, people with disabilities, young migrants, ethnic and religious
minorities, or people from disadvantaged social-economic background) to have access to
affordable ICT services for learning, research and skills development purposes, and digital hubs
with free and stable Wi-Fi and computer hubs to enable access to different digital
opportunities.

i. Member states should recognize the importance of education and skills training for youth in
LDCs as a solution to improving digital inclusion. Therefore, they should invest in generating
more job opportunities for youth to strengthen skills building and digital literacy of youth,
including the next generation of digital nomads, secure more opportunities for young women
and girls to access STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math) education.

ii. Create more opportunities for young women and girls to access STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts, math) education.

ICT policy and legislation:

i. Create partnerships between the public and private sector to improve the mobilization of
funds dedicated to developing ICT infrastructure and digital policies.

i. Identify which communities face the most challenges towards digital inclusion. Create
targeted strategies to work towards improving digital inclusion for youth in these communities.

ii. Enhance engagement of youth organizations with relevant government agencies and private
sector companies.

Member states should invest in stable, consistent, environmentally sustainable ICT
infrastructures that are widely accessible in their territories and support the development of
ICT infrastructure and systems that assist people with disabilities.

Ensure stable electricity infrastructure is in place as part of plans to provide ICT infrastructure.
Create more stable and consistent ICT infrastructure (l.e., infrastructure that is not climate-
dependent). Establish digital hubs with free and stable Wi-Fi and computer hubs to enable
the youth to have access to different digital opportunities ranging from online training
programmes to online jobs.

Emphasize the need for stable digital infrastructure in educational institutions.
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Support

This youth declaration was created with the involved support of the LDC5 Youth Engagement Group!?
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