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1. Lack of recognition of national digital sovereignty of LDCs towards building domestic


https://grain.org/en/article/6595-digital-control-how-big-tech-moves-into-food-and-farming-and-what-it-means
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2. Inattention to major deficits in global digital governance arrangements


https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2019
https://www.itu.int/net/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/6rev1.html
https://justnetcoalition.org/big-tech-governing-big-tech.pdf
https://justnetcoalition.org/big-tech-governing-big-tech.pdf
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From this standpoint, the Just Net Coalition calls for the following specific changes to the Zero Draft
of the Outcome Document:

Proposal 1. Targets with respect to LDCs reaping the benefits of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, in


https://www.itu.int/net/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/6rev1.html



/ldc5/sites/www.un.org.ldc5/files/final_draft_outcome_document_july_7_ok.pdf
https://www.alainet.org/en/articulo/211268?language=en
https://www.alainet.org/en/articulo/211268?language=en
https://undocs.org/A/74/821
https://undocs.org/A/74/821
https://www.itu.int/net/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/6rev1.html
https://www.itu.int/net/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/6rev1.html
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Section: Access to modern technologies for sustainable development. Building human
capital, infrastructure, and institutions to reap the benefits of the Fourth Industrial

Revolution

Suggestion 3

Para 96. We express concern that LDCs with limited human and institutional capacities and limited
internet access are unable to participate and benefit from the modern technologies and ICT
revolution. During the period of the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action, internet
access in LDCs increased to 19 per cent in 2019 from about 5 per cent in 2011. Despite this progress,
there is a growing digital divide between countries as well as between urban and rural areas and
women and men within the LDCs. This divide results from low internet and broadband coverage,
especially in rural and remote areas, the relatively higher cost of using the internet, lack of local
content and relevant digital skills in LDCs. Approximately 800 million people in LDCs are not online
and have no possibility of participating in online services, e-commerce, e-learning, or communication.
Without domestic digital infrastructural capability, the risk of LDCs being locked into the low-value
parts of the global economy is likely to be accentuated.

Rationale: As UNCTAD observes in its Global Digital Economy Report, 2019 “SYESIGAE ZT IAMGDZ WG
economies catching up in the data economy, their subordinate status may get accentuated. The risk is
that most countries, and particularly the LDCs, will become exporters of raw data, and importers of
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value-AEEGE EAMA DIZEZDIE 115 BHIG EZWGEKD AdSEt 7 DZAGTHAIL DSATGG 1S5 dGIAKZ Te$D

Suggestion 4

Para 97. Targets:

I Substantially increase investment in research and development, as well as human, and
institutional capacity building.

{ Build adequate and autonomous digital and data infrastructure including for e-learning, e-
governance, and e-commerce.


https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2019
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_1055.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_1055.pdf



https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Communications/InternetPrinciplesAndRightsCoalition.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Opinion/Communications/InternetPrinciplesAndRightsCoalition.pdf
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2019



https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2019
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that respects the jurisdictional sovereignty of national data resources is, therefore, vital. This should
be a reality by 2025, the 20" year milestone of the WSIS.

Suggestion 11

Para 116. We will promote partnerships with the private sector to fully leverage their capacity for
innovation and encourage greater investment in sustainable network infrastructure, and practical
digital capacity-building initiatives in LDCs. In such private sector partnerships, \We-encourage-and
support-the-private-sector-particularly those led by major technology companies, to-werk-closely with
public, educational, research-focused, and development agencies, we encourage the introduction of
mandatory conditionalities to facilitate technology transfer, expleit further research and innovation
and build the necessary capacities and technical competencies of LDCs.

Rationale: The market access route to technology transfer has not historically worked well and,
therefore, mandatory conditionalities in private sector partnerships to ensure transfer of
technological capacity to state agencies and domGEKD {YEZEHKGE i€ GiHIGWGIL \WDZHAYE  SiYA'E
success story demonstrates the importance of mandatory conditionalities for technology transfer in
order to build capacities in frontier tech such as Al. China is set to become the world leader in Al
technologies, thanks to policies that have built the capacities of domestic firms.

Section. Productive capacity building

Suggestion 12

Para 122. Targets:

T Generate quality employment opportunities and increase labor productivity by 50 per cent by
2031.

T Substantially increase economic and export diversification with a view to reaching the level of
other developing countries in export concentration by 2030.


https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2021/03/15/china-poised-to-dominate-the-artificial-intelligence-ai-market/?sh=5cd7ec931b38
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2021/03/15/china-poised-to-dominate-the-artificial-intelligence-ai-market/?sh=5cd7ec931b38
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T Protect labor rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all workers,
including migrant workers, in particular women migrants, and those in precarious
employment.

Suggestion 13

Para 128. We will promote micro-, small-, and medium-sized enterprises by ensuring full and equal
access to financial services and products, supporting them to enter into national, regional and global

value chains and suppertthemfor-digitalization; acquire digital and data capabilities and tap tapping
the potentials of e-commerce for enhanced competitiveness in the global digital economy.

Rationale: For Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMES) in LDCs, access to platform, data, and Al
infrastructure is non-negotiable for leveraging the potential of e-commerce. Without such access,
MSMEs, particularly those that are run by women, are not likely to be able to have the competitive
edge to enter the export market.

Section: Support private sector development
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https://pathwayscommission.bsg.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2021-01/covid-19_and_disruption_of_the_digital_economy_28jan21.pdf
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Suggestion 16

Para 154. We commit to promoting public-private sector dialogues and strengthening cooperation for
cross-fertilization of experiences and dissemination of best practices that foster entrepreneurship,
promote business-to-business dialogue and contacts, and stimulate transfer of skills and technology.
We also commit to encouraging effective dialogue among governments, workers, and employers, in
BYG NS 415G K ¢ DRYDIDIGE ZY eZDsAl EsAIZ0ZG AYE tHpATKEW 42 DIZWZIG ECDGYH 11230 TZa All AYE 2
promote MSMEs for galvanizing employment.

Rationale: In the post-Covid context, rising precarity and vulnerability of majority workers in LDCs, the
decent work agenda and tripartite dialogue assumes significance. It is also vital that employment
opportunities are catalyzed through commitment to the MSME sector that presents maximum
opportunities for employment in LDCs.

Suggestion 17

Para 158. We are concerned that the rising protectionist tendencies and
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https://itforchange.net/digital-industrialisation-developing-countries-—-a-review-of-business-and-policy-landscape
https://itforchange.net/digital-industrialisation-developing-countries-—-a-review-of-business-and-policy-landscape
https://itforchange.net/digital-industrialisation-developing-countries-—-a-review-of-business-and-policy-landscape
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including in big data partnerships to strengthen capacities of national statistical offices of LDCs and fill
data gaps with responsible, open and inclusive data. In this regard, we recognize that civil registration
and vital statistics systems and geospatial information sources must be a priority to prepare for future
disasters and make progress on the SDGs.

Rationale: As big data methods become more commonplace in addressing SDGs, it is vital that any
form of international cooperation in this domain respects the human rights of people, who in majority
instances are likely to be from LDCs. Scholars point to how international aid projects for humanitarian
services that deploy big data and Al techniques can undermine the rights of vulnerable and marginal
beneficiaries such as refugees, asylum seekers, and migrant workers.
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