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C. EFFECTS OF COVID-19 ON FOOD
SECURITY, NUTRITION, AND AGRICULTURE
IN THE LDC s

An analysis of the food and agriculture sector in the LDCs

shows the interconnectedness of health, poverty, and ece

STRNH IJ[JQTURJSY 9MJ IJRTLWFUMNH UWT*QJ FSI XYWZHYZWFQ

features of the economy of the LDCs make agriculture a sector

\NYM J]JYWFTWINSFWA LWT\YM UTYJSYNFQ .SHWJFXNSL UWTIZHYN[NY”™ NS
FLWNHZQYZWJ NX HWZHNFQ KTW UT[IJWYA" WJIZHYNTS FSI TKYJS GJSJ*YX
the poorest and most vulnerable (Christiaensen et al., 2018).

Agricultural growth can also positively impact other areas

of human development, such as health and nutrition. Rising

agricultural productivity can also reduce poverty by freeing up

labor for non-farm agricultural activities or non-agricultural

activities. In many LDCs, where food is primarily locally pre

duced and consumed, increasing productivity growth in ag

riculture can facilitate the transfer of labor to non-farm activ-

ities without necessarily increasing food insecurity to poor or

vulnerable populations.

The severe lockdown measures imposed by high income
countries to contain the pandemic illustrates the importance
of strong social safety nets that provide protection against
XJI[IWI INXWZUYNTSX HFZXJI G YMJIXJ RIFXZWJX <NYM J]JYWJIJRFQQ~"
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Diet quality and nutrition YMJ FGNQNY” YT QJFI F KZQ*QQNSL FSI UW
The linkage between low diet quality and poor nutritional it can lead to cognitive disabilities and obstacles in their de
TZYHTRJX NX ST\ \JQQ 2JJSFPXMN 3JZRFSS JY FQ

8HM SKJQIY -FQQ 9_NTZRHe dveragé F N W

dietary supply shows a higher weight of energy-rich foods in
YMJ 1)(X -T\I[IJW YMJIWJ FWJ XNLSN*HFSY INKKJWJSHJX \NYMNS
countries based on social group and rural vs. urban population.
LDCs also show lower protein intake, which is associated with
poor nutrition outcomes. The average supply of protein (g/
cap/day—3-year average) has increased from 31.9 for the period
YT KTW YMJ UJWNTI FQYMTZLM XYNQQ
XZGXYFSYNFQQ™ QT\JW YMFS YMJ \TWQI F[JWFLJ TK KTW YMJ UJWNTI
I9IMJ F[JWFLJ XZUUQ” TK UWTYJIJNS TK FSNRFQ TWNLNS L
cap/day—3-year average) was 10.1 for the period 2009-2011
FSI L HFU IFA KTW YMJ UJWNTI NS YMJ 1)(X FQXT
XNLSN*HFSYQ” QT\JW YMFS YMJ \TWQI F[JWFLJ TK KTW

2NHWTSZYWNJSY IJ*HNJSHNJX UWJ[JSY UWTLWJXX NS
human development

2NHWTSZYWNJSY 1J*HNJSHNJX FLLWF[FYJ ZSIJWSTZWNXMRJISY FSI

can have severe consequences in the long-term development

of children. The prevalence of undernourishment illustrates

MT\ MIJFQYM JHTSTRNH FSI KTTI XFKJY”® FWJ NSJJ]YWNHFGQ”" QNSPJI
+&4 .SHWJFXJI NRRZSN_FYNTS FSI HTSYWTQ UWTLWFRRJX

for malaria and other diseases and improving nutritional sta

tus go hand in hand in reducing poverty and vulnerability of

RFWLNSFQN_JI HTRRZSNYNJX 9MJ FKKTWIFGNQNY”A TK F RNHWTSZYWN

ent-rich diet is crucial for vulnerable groups in the LDCs. Ris

NSL WIFQ NSHTRJX NX J]JYWJRJQ™ NRUTWYFSY YT JSXZWJ FHHJXX YT F
MIFQYM” INJY <NYMTZY XZK*HNJSY NSHTRJ TW XFKJY” SJYX YMJ UTTW
FWJ ZSFGQJ YT RFPJ YMJ HMTNHJX KTW F MJFQYM” INJY *IZHFYNTS

infrastructure, storage, and retailing are also relevant factors.

5ZGQNH UTQNHNJX HFS HTSYWNGZYJ3 YT WJIZHNSL UWNHJIX KTW RTWJ SZ

tritious foods in the LDCs. Increasing the productivity of farms

and addressing off-farm bottlenecks, such as infrastructure

[IJ*HNJSHNJX FWJ FQXT HWZHNFQ 5ZGQNH NSYJW[JSYNTSX FNRJI FY

diversifying agricultural production can also contribute to im-

proving access to a higher-quality diet.

9MJ RTXY \NIJQ”A" PST\S RNHWTSZYWNJSY IJ*HNJSH”A NWTS IJ*HNJS

cy, causes anemia affecting millions of people in the LDCs,

particularly women and children. lodine, Vitamin A, folic acid,

TW _NSH IJ*HNJSHNJX FKKJHY QFWLJ UFWYX TK YMJ UTUZQFYNTS .WTS
[ J*HNJSH”A \MNHM FKKJHY X UJWHJSY TK YMJ \TWQI UTUZQFYNTS
NSHQZINSL NS IJ[JQTUJI HTZSYWNJX NX JJFHIWGFYJI NS YMJ 1)(X

as a result of high levels of undernourishment, severe food

insecurity, as well as the prevalence of infectious and other

diseases such as malaria, hookworm infestation, schistoso-

RNFXNX FSI YZGIJWHZQTXNX 9MJIXJ IJ*HNJSHNJX XJ[IJWJQ" WJIIZHJ

.S YMJ 1)(X YMJ F[IJWFLJ INJYFWA” JSIJWL” XZUUQ”™ FIJVZFH" NIFW F[IWFLJ FX F UIWHJSYFLJ TK YMJ ¢
KTW YMJ UJWNTI F XQNLMY NSHWJFXJ KWTR YMJ UJWHIJSY TK I9MJ FIJWFLJ XMFWJ TK INJ?
PHFQ HFU IF~ "~ "AJFW F[JWFLJ \FX UJWHJSY KTW MNLMJIW YMFS YMJ \TWQI F[IJWFLJ TK UJw
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and increased funding is crucial to prevent starvation among

large segments the population in LDCs. In Sudan, more than

9 million people are facing acute food insecurity and require

ZWLJSY FHYNTS .S FIINYNTS YT HTS+NHY NSIZHJI INXUQFHJRJSYX
(4;.) UWJI[JSYNTS RIFXZWJX FSI MNLM NS+FYNTS WFYJX MFJ[J
impacted access to food by the vulnerable groups. In Somalia,
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&,5 XZUUTWY FWJIJFX \NYM TUYNRFQ HQNRFYNH HTSINYNTSX KTW FL
ricultural production with support to improve productivity
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